
R o t a r i a n s
around the world
are alarmed by

the effects of cli-
mate change on the

planet. In 2020,
Rotary International

adopted "Supporting the
Environment" as a new area of

focus, and Rotary clubs around the
world are tackling environmental
problems literally from the ground
up. Projects are being identified,
prioritized and implemented at the
club level across the globe. Clubs are
attracting new members who are
passionate about the environment,
and building on that passion to plan
and build for the future through
action.
   The Rotary Club of Uxbridge’s
focus on supporting the environ-
ment has been in evidence for a long
time. From local trail maintenance,
including repairs to the Trestle
Bridge, to annual Scrap Metal Days,

the Rotary Club of Uxbridge has
always placed importance on taking
care of our environment. The Club
promoted healthy outdoor activity
for youth through  sponsorship of
the Skate Park and contributing to
the Optimist Pump Park. 
   This new area of environmental
focus brings fresh energy to the
issue, and along with that, a need to
raise funds. The Uxbridge Club has
wasted no time on this - it has
already held three large scale bottle
drives and has “adopted a road,"
specifically Conc.6 from Hwy. 47 to
the roundabout, for clean-up three
times a year. 
   Through the leadership of incom-
ing President Michael Banh, the
Club aims to complete 25 environ-
mentally related projects to cele-
brate the 25 years of Rotary in
Uxbridge, and he promises that “we
will be having lots of fun combined
with hard work to address environ-
mental issues in the Township.” 

   Participation in a district-wide
Rotary project for the Great Lakes
Watershed, initially scheduled for
April 24, will be rescheduled after
COVID restrictions are lifted. Local
projects, which are still in the plan-
ning phase, include assisting kinder-
garten students to plant pollinator
gardens, and supporting a cycling
marathon to aid monarch butter-
flies. The community is always wel-
come to join the Club during imple-
mentation of these “hands on” proj-
ects. 
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Congratulations on 25 years of service to the community
and abroad. Because of your support to Emmanuel
International Canada, families in Malawi have been able to
receive clean water and mothers have the ability to care for
their children through the PROMISE project.

Thank you, Rotary, for all you do. 
Keep up the great work!

Richard McGowan
Executive Director, 

Emmanuel International Canada

Past President Rotary Club Uxbridge 
20172018

From all of us at BDO, Congratulations to the Rotary Club 
of Uxbridge on 25 years of service in our community
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At its core, Rotary is a service club.
The object of Rotary is to encourage
and foster service as a foundation to
one’s personal life and business
enterprise. While employing high
ethical standards, members draw on
their unique personal skills and
business expertise to advance inter-
national understanding, goodwill
and peace through a worldwide fel-
lowship of like-minded individuals. 
   Over time, the organization has
channeled this energy through what
it calls the five Avenues of Service.
These form the framework for club
activity. 
   The first Avenue of Service is
Club Service, which is the backbone
of each club. It focuses on member-
ship and the day-to-day running of
the club. Doug Wilson, the Club’s
founding president in 1996-97,
recalls that the first year leading up
to establishing the Club
revolved around recruit-
ing the required 25
people, men and
women, who were
needed to be char-
tered. 
"We quickly achieved

that goal and even won
an award from our district
for doing this so quickly!” says
Wilson.
   During Susan Self’s tenure as
president (2008-09), she led a
visioning exercise that helped to bet-
ter define the goals and objectives of
the Club, which resulted in it run-
ning more effectively. More recent-
ly, former president Richard
McGowan (2017-18) was “proud to
be able to showcase Uxbridge” to
the many delegates from around the
world that descended upon Toronto
in June 2018 for the Rotary
International Convention.
   The second Avenue
of Service is called
Vocational Service. It
encourages Rotarians
to serve others
through their employ-
ment or life’s work, and
use their skills where they
may benefit others. Kerin Lloyd,
who was president of the Club in
2004-05, recalls when Club mem-
bers "really enjoyed spending a full
day in every school in Uxbridge to
present ‘The Economics of Staying
in School.’ ” 

   Another Avenue of Service is
Community Service, which is per-
haps what the Club is best known
for. It focuses on the projects and
activities the Club undertakes to
improve life in its community.
Former president Steve Snoddon
(2007-08) sees Community Services
as integral to the Uxbridge club.  
   “From the very first service proj-
ect, which was setting up the blood
donor clinic in Uxbridge, this Club
has always been looking for ways to
improve the community.”
   Moving away from the communi-
ty, International Service responds to
the unique needs of many commu-
nities around the world. Former
president Deirdre Gibson (2018-19)
recalls the effort in Uxbridge to col-
lect 10,000 coloured pencils to take
to Malawi when members of the
Club visited several maternal health

projects it had initiated with
Emmanuel International

& Dignitas International
“It was a great success

and much appreciated
by the school chil-
dren!” says Gibson.

The Rotary Club of
Uxbridge has always

adapted and improved the
way it responds to international

needs, taking on a broad range of
service projects. It helps expand
Rotary's humanitarian reach around
the globe, and to promote world
understanding and peace. In partic-
ular, Rotary supports the Polio Plus
Campaign (a project aimed at end-
ing polio around the world); the
installation of wells in Malawi,
Africa, and ensuring clean water in
Laos.
   Another Avenue of Services is

New Generations, better
known as Youth Service.

It recognizes the posi-
tive change imple-
mented by youth and
young adults through
leadership develop-
ment activities. The

Uxbridge Club has a
very active Youth and

Vocational Services committee.
Elaine deBlicquy, president in
2012-13, recalls the excitement and
the exuberance of cutting the ribbon
at the opening of the Rotary Skate
Park:  “It was the culmination of
several years’ work by multiple area

service clubs,
and it is hearten-
ing that there are
echoes of this
type of collabora-
tion working for
the youth of
Uxbridge to this day.”
   Individual clubs choose
activities that suit the com-
munity and its interests, and gener-
ally these activities fall into one or
more, of the following areas of
focus: peace and conflict preven-
tion/resolution; disease prevention
and treatment; water and sanitation;
maternal and child health; basic
education; economic and communi-
ty development; and supporting the
environment. In this particular part
of Ontario, another area of focus has
been established - Honouring
Indigenous People (HIP). HIP was
created by Rotarians in southern
Ontario in partnership and consul-
tation with a number of Indigenous
people. Rotary wants to honour
Indigenous people by supporting
their educational efforts and encour-
aging all Canadians to be aware of
Indigenous issues, history, and cul-
ture. For more information visit
HIP at www.rotaryhip.com

Since its inception 25 years ago, the
Rotary Club of Uxbridge has sup-
ported the Rotary International
PolioPlus campaign to end polio.
Armed with a safe and effective vac-
cine, the campaign has vaccinated
over 2.5 billion children in
122 countries. In August
2020, Africa was declared
free of the endemic polio
virus. Worldwide cases of
polio have been reduced by
99.9 per cent and, as of
right now, only two coun-
tries continue to report cases of  the
polio virus - Afghanistan and
Pakistan have one case each.

   Partners with Rotary on this
immense undertaking include the
World Health Organization, the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
the US Centres for Disease Control
& Prevention, and UNICEF. For

Rotary, it is the support for
fundraising at the club level
which drives the organiza-
tion's ability to help eradi-
cate polio worldwide.
Polio is just one part of the
PolioPlus plan. The ‘plus’
is something else that is

provided as a part of the polio erad-
ication campaign. It might be a
hand-operated tricycle for a polio

survivor, additional medical treat-
ment, mosquito nets, or access to
clean drinking water. Part of the
plan is to ensure populations identi-
fied during the polio vaccination
campaign are able to access much-
needed basic services. The polio
virus spreads through human waste,
so making sure people aren’t drink-
ing or bathing in contaminated
water is critical to eradicating the
disease. 
   A celebration to mark World
Polio Day and those who have sup-
port this cause is planned for
October 2021 in Oshawa.

The PolioPlus campaign continues – we are so close 

For 25 years, Uxbridge has support-
ed its Rotary Club’s efforts to raise
funds for worthwhile causes both
within the community and interna-
tionally.
   The Club has always been able to
find the ‘fun’ in fundraising! Past
successes have included Black Tie
Gala Dinner events and a Black-Tie
Yard Sale. Long-time Rotarian
Carol Gelette has fond memories of
the Black-Tie Yard Sale: 
   “We collected the treasures and
the junk practically all year. It was
an enormous amount of work,
between collecting, storing, deliver-

ing and selling, but it was a chance
to interact with a huge portion of
the community and was the source
of much laughter and joy! Even bet-
ter, the funds were put back into the
community. For obvious reasons it
was not the favourite fundraiser of
members who owned trucks!”
   More recently, popular fundrais-
ing events, like the Uxbridge Rotary
Christmas House Tour, had to be
cancelled due to the COVID-19

pandemic. A Scrap Metal Day was
planned for this spring, but the cur-
rent shutdown has seen it post-
poned. All, however, is certainly not
lost. Despite restrictions on travel,
the Trip of the Month Club proved
to be a favourite once again, and,
planned in partnership Getaway
Travel, sold out in record time in
2020. Also working in a partner-
ship, this time with the Royal

Fundraising - the fundamental part of a service club
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3. The only
criteria for

membership to
Rotary is to be a

man in a
professional job.

T or F?
Answer-page 10

2. The Rotary
Club of Uxbridge

has always
admitted women

as members.
T or F?

Answer-page 10

Climate change and Rotary - a new area
of intense focus around the world

"Twenty-five years ago, Uxbridge was
ready for Rotary. Our charter members
took the Avenues of Service to heart
and the succeeding membership has
extended our influences from local to
international, across borders and
oceans. An honour to have been there
at the beginning.”

Doug Wilson, founding president
1996 

...continued on page 13
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Congratulations to the Rotary Club
of Uxbridge!
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Happy 25th Anniversary Rotary Club of Uxbridge!

Congratulations on
25 years of service
with special thanks
to the COVID first
responders.

Arlene Lyon   
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Congratulations
to the

Rotary Club
of Uxbridge
for 25 years

of service to our
community!

Congratulations to the Rotary Club
on 25 years in Uxbridge!

Canadian Tire
Uxbridge & Rotary
Uxbridge: Partners
in our community!

Deirdre Gibson
Project Manager

Past President 2018-2019

Best Project: Pencil collection
for school children in Malawi

www.rotary.org
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Congratulations
from the Uxbridge Lions

to the Rotary Club of Uxbridge
on your 25th Anniversary!

The 'Avenues of Service' that guide Rotary 


