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by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Santa Claus is coming to town this weekend, and it will be the
60th time that the Jolly Man in Red has driven his sleigh and
reindeer through the streets of Uxbridge.
A Santa Claus parade is a staple in many towns both large and
small across North America. But not many can boast being organized and maintained by only one family for the majority of
its existence.
Although it is unclear who organized the first town parade back
in 1960 (2020 was officially the 60th anniversary of the parade,
but COVID-19 pandemic restrictions made it virtually impossible to host a parade safely), in 1969, the Scott family took the
parade in hand and ran it for almost five decades.
Jack Scott reportedly ran those early parades, and brother Bill,
owner of Scott Electric, stepped in to help in 1971, taking over
the reins entirely. Angela Horne, his daughter, says her father
was motivated to take over the parade because “it was fun, and
he was able to use his contacts to grow it.”
Scott did indeed grow the parade, and it became one of the
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largest in Durham Region. Bands came from as close as
Uxbridge Secondary School and as far away as Lindsay. Santa
Claus – we all know he travelled the furthest distance, of course!
Bill Scott firmly believed that the parade should spread holiday
cheer to everyone in town, including those who had the misfortune of being in the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. He arranged
that the parade be staged at Uxbridge Secondary School on
Third Ave., then wind its way west along Brock St. It then turned
at Victoria St., going past Uxbridge Public School and on to the
hospital, where it travelled directly under the windows of the
patients, who loved to watch and wave as the floats and bands
marched by. The parade then headed north on Toronto St., and
marched back into town, turning right onto Brock St. and giving
an instant replay to that section of the street, before heading to
the old arena/Uxpool/Uxbridge Legion. As floats became larger,
they could no longer fit under the brick entrance canopy at the
hospital. More bands participated, and they found it difficult to
walk up the hill, so the decision was made to change the route.
The parade is now staged at the Uxbridge Arena and travels in
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one straight line along Brock St., ending at Herrema
Blvd./Nelkydd Lane/Uxbridge Secondary School parking lot.
The planning of the parade, which can take a full year, was carefully done by the Scott family, with Bill acting as Parade Marshal.
His son Don, along with a crew of volunteers, was in charge of
slowing down and re-routing traffic during the parade, and
daughter Angela could be found helping Santa Claus on his special float, dressed as an elf. According to Horne, her mother,
Joan, was also a helper on Santa’s float right up until she passed
away in 2006. Don Scott’s wife and daughter, along with Horne’s
daughter, helped Bill Scott in any capacity necessary, and her
own son also lent a hand. Horne’s sister, Kathy, and her two sons
were also involved.
Horne took over Parade Marshal duties in 2007 after her father
passed away. She readily acknowledges that it was not only her
family that did all the work. “Many businesses and volunteers
lend a helping hand year after year to share in the spirit of the
season,” she says. Two of these volunteers were Chris and Bernice
Brown, who took over organization of the Uxbridge Santa Claus

parade in 2015. They organized the parade until 2019, when it
was turned over to the Township of Uxbridge.
In 2008, a large stone was engraved and placed at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre. It is dedicated to Bill Scott, Grand Marshal
and Chair of the Uxbridge Santa Claus Parade, 1971 – 2006.
“Thank you for providing these magical fond memories for children of all ages.”
While enjoying the parade this Saturday morning, please remember the following:
• Local road closures will be in effect 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• Please wear masks and physically distance from other parade
watchers not in your group.
• Support the Firefighters' Boot Drive for the local food bank,
and bring new, unwrapped toys for the Uxbridge Toy Drive!
• Watch Rogers TV on Dec. 1 for the parade broadcast!

Bill & Joan Scott

The Santa Claus parade committee thanks all the volunteers and
parade participants for bringing this special event to downtown
Uxbridge!
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