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IMAGES OF CHRISTMAS PAST - Stephen Wright, of Uxbridge, has recreated the Christmas display that his parents set up each year in front of their house in the
1960s, and is sharing it during the Optimist Club of Uxbridge’s Fantasy of Lights at Elgin Park. The Fantasy of Lights will throw the switch this Saturday at 6 p.m., and be open
Photo by John Cavers
every evening from Dec. 4 to Jan. 2, 2022, from 6 - 9:30 p.m. Drive-through only, donations gratefully accepted at the exit.

New Patients
Welcome

304 Toronto Street South
905-852-9700
axischiropractic.ca

New hospital one step closer to reality with medical centre opening
by Justyne Edgell
Dreams of the new hospital that will replace
Uxbridge’s beloved but ageing ‘cottage’ hospital
became slightly more real last Friday as
Uxbridge Health Centre formally opened its
new location, and announced that plans for the
new hospital, which will be in the same location, are moving ahead.
The new Oak Tree Medical Centre welcomed
MPP Peter Bethlenfalvy, Regional Chair John
Henry, Mayor Dave Barton, the senior leadership team from Oak Valley Health, and several
other guests were on hand for a ribbon cutting
for the new building. Following that, Markham
Stouffville CEO Jo-Anne Marr, and Elena
Pacheco, vice president of planning and transformation, applauded the new building, saying
that it is one that has been long awaited and
will be “a game changer for healthcare in the
community.”
Through Marr, Oak Valley Health, the parent
corporation of both Markham Stouffville Hos-

pital and Uxbridge Hospital, shared the news
that the new Uxbridge hospital build is now in
Stage 2 of the capital planning process. The
proposed new hospital will be on the same
grounds as the current hospital, and will be
connected to the Oak Tree Medical Centre
building.
Dr. Jennifer Wilson, an Uxbridge physician
and part owner of Oak Tree Medical Centre,
says that the building was built with the new
hospital plans in mind.
“It was March of 2018, when we, the somewhat nervous physicians of Uxbridge Health
Centre, brought our vision to Elena, who holds
the title VP of planning and transformation for
good reason!” laughed Wilson while addressing
the small gathering. “She listened to our vision
for a bigger, brighter, greener clinic for our patients and trainees and quickly recognized that
our vision integrated perfectly with the hospital’s vision of “Care Beyond our Walls.”
The 37,000 square foot building houses the
physicians of Uxbridge Health Centre, who

were formerly located in the Rexall plaza, south
of town. Units in the new building are being
prepared for other services and businesses to
enter in the new year, including Annina’s
Bakeshop, Oak Tree Medical Pharmacy (owned
by Uxbridge Pharmasave’s Sameer Remtulla),
and Alpha Laboratories.
Marr said that the new building, which is
owned and operated by the physicians, will be
“closely integrated with the hospital” and will
help create a “one stop shop for medical and
healthcare needs.”
The physicians say they took the environmental impact of the building into consideration
while planning their new space. All lights in
their second floor unit are on motion sensors,
they implemented bio-swails into the parking
lot to filter water run off, and are using specially
designed eco garbage bins. There are also plans
to implement solar energy to run the emergency lights for the helipad, and in the future,
“hopefully all emergency lighting in the building,” said clinic administrator Debbie Edgell.

THINKING OF BUYING?
THINKING OF SELLING?
We will provide a
complimentary and
stress-free
evaluation

Marie Persaud

STAY
SAFE!

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

OSHAWA BUNGALOW

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

3 bedrooms, 1 bath home, fully fenced back yard, side entrance to unfinished,
bright basement with above grade windows. Well maintained home in a great
location near Oshawa Centre, parks, transportation routes. Offered for sale at
$699,900. Call me today at 416-970-8979 to arrange a viewing of this home.
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Uxbridge at a Glance

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1
905-852-9181 info@uxbridge.ca

Mobile WALK-IN COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
Open to all Durham residents

Uxbridge Arena
291 Brock Street West, Uxbridge (parking lot)

FOLLOW US

No appointment necessary. Proof of age required.

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

1st, 2nd & 3rd dose - Pfizer vaccine available for 12+.
1st dose Pfizer vaccine for children 5-11 also available.

Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for December, 2021
Thursday, December 2
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 8:30 a.m.
TRAILS COMMITTEE MEETING
9:00 a.m.

December 16 | 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Hosted by the provincial GO-VAXX program. For a list of
GO-VAXX clinics visit https://www.ontario.ca/page/govaxx-bus-schedule

Vaccine strong Durham
durham.ca/vaccineappointment

Monday, December 6
COMMITTEE MEETING, 10:00 a.m.

Roll Up Your Sleeves

Durham...

Tuesday, December 7
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 9
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday, December 13
COUNCIL MEETING, 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, December 14
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 14
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE, 7:00 p.m.
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 16
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 21
BIA BOARD, 7:00 p.m.
CANCELLED

Closure
Brock Rd. south from Hwy. 47 to Taunton Rd.
will experience periodic lane restrictions to
facilitate installation of a fibre optic network to
February 25, 2022.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

3

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, December 2, 2021

NO FEE, NO INTEREST

on equal monthly payments 24-month,
$150+ purchase

Shop early for best selection.
In-store or online.
Sale starts Friday December 3.
Bamboo 10W Wireless Charging Pad

17pc Red Magic Bullet Set

6.5’ Inglis Pre-Lit Tree

SAVE over 65%
Only $12.97!

SAVE over 30%
Only $39.99!

SAVE 50%
Only $49.99!

Reg. $39.99

Reg. $59.99

Reg. $99.99

35-5505

43-7323

151-8400

Eastpoint Sports Bristle Dartboard

SAVE 45%
Only $29.99!
Reg. $54.99
84-3202

Briggs & Stratton
24” 208cc Snowthrower

SAVE $300
Only $999.99!
Reg. $1,299.99

As Seen on TV Quadburst Light

399-5399

Special Buy
Only $49.99!
399-9920

UXBRIDGE

canadiantire.ca

905-852-3315
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Our two cents
Cheers to a health care hot spot
We had the opportunity to take part in the official opening/ribbon-cutting
of the new Oak Tree Medical Centre (formerly the Uxbridge Health Centre, which was located beside the Rexall on Elgin Park Dr.) last week. For
those unfamiliar, the new health centre is located in the large building that
has risen next to the Uxbridge Hospital. (See? We refrained from putting
‘cottage’ in there - we’re so proud of ourselves!)
Anyway, we were pretty blown away by all the thought and work that
went into that building. It has nothing to do with the fact that Annina’s
Bakeshop is opening in the large, airy foyer (okay, so it does a little bit - we
don’t have to drive to Goodwood all the time now!). It has more to do with
the sensible layout, the huge windows, the ample seating, and the fact that,
as Uxbridge’s Dr. Jennifer Wilson explained, the building is as green as it
can possibly be. Lights are on motion sensors, solar panels will generate
power for back-up generators (eventually) - they’re even looking into being
able to compost the hundreds of paper towels that the doctors and staff go
through each day. Very cool.
Seeing the very walls that will one day be removed to provide access to a
long-term care residence and a new, modern hospital was also pretty cool.
Once those open up (don’t get super excited, it won’t be for a bit yet), specialists set up offices, and Pharmasave and Astra Labs move in, that little
piece of land on Campbell Dr. is going to be a one-stop health shop. Not
bad, considering it wasn’t that long ago that the future of a hospital in
Uxbridge was very precarious. Even Mayor Dave Barton mentioned this
during his remarks at last Friday’s opening ceremony:
“There was a lot of uncertainty surrounding health care in Uxbridge at
one time,” he said,” but I think Peter (Bethlenfalvy) seeing that boiler room
really helped!” He was referring to a visit that Pickering-Uxbridge MPP
Bethlenfalvy made to the ageing hospital not too long after he was elected,
where he was escorted to the boiler room of the hospital and found it in
less than stellar condition.
It was obviously noted by the powers-that-be that having Uxbridge as a
health care hub is a savvy move, and we’re no longer in danger of losing our
hospital - three cheers for that! Now what we need to prepare for are the
next few stages of the hospital’s redevelopment, and you can be sure raising
funds will play a big role.
Congratulations to Oak Tree Medical on the new digs. We are very much
looking foward to seeing what comes next! And Annina’s.

Letters to the Editor
Re: ‘Am I Wrong?’ Nov. 18 edition
Well, Roger, your sulk over a smoking ban at your residence, and your
reprehensibly careless solution, have
set a new standard for being
WRONG. While I frequently share
your insightful views, this issue separates us. I will do my best to fulfil
your prediction of ZERO sympathy. We are not on the same page,
or even the same book. I hope you
were being deliberately provocative,
but if you really believe what you
wrote, then I am very disappointed
in you.
It’s not that I object to you smoking. So long as you never cause a
fire, and your smoke never invades
my space, or that of others, you are
at perfect liberty to risk a shorter
life. In fact, the reduced lifespan of
smokers probably assists global well
being. Departed smokers don’t
drive, cruise, fly, create garbage, or
consume resources. This perhaps
compensates Planet Earth for the
smoke and butt pollution they create. So carry on, brave heart, the
planet needs your smoky self-sacrifice. I will, however, should those
65 years of puffing eventually catch
up with you, miss your smokinghot prose in the Cosmos.
What is not at all acceptable, is
downright damnable in fact, is the
entirely selfish, unrepentant, and
misguided use of your vehicle as a
heated smoking den, its toxic exhaust spewing into the Uxbridge air
as you mindlessly indulge yourself.
While I will grant you a right to
self-destruction, I do not grant you
the right to enjoy yourself at the
cost of degrading either the lives of
others or the well being of Earth,
our common home. If, in 2016,
Uxbridge had not rejected a very
sensibly proposed anti-idling bylaw,
I’d be reporting you as a violator,
hoping for both a hefty fine and a

severe lecture. As it is, all I can do
is deliver the lecture.
You have joined the ranks of the
climate careless: those who use remote starters to idle cars at length,
just to avoid the brief chill before
heater heaven kicks in; those who
prefer pumping out exhaust in
drive-thru lineups, rather than
going inside; those who sit in vehicles, engines running, awaiting
pickup or delivery. We must all surrender such small conveniences in
order to control our warming
world.
Roger, it is not overly dramatic to
say that YOU are responsible for
heat and flood disasters in B.C., for
tornadoes in Barrie, for forest fires
in Ontario and the West. Sure, your
part in this is small, but that’s the
way climate change works - each of
us disregarding small acts of negligence, unaware, or even uncaring
that it all adds up.
There is no more room for your
outraged rights, for your immature
sulk at having your smoky toys
taken away. Remarks such as those
made in your column are fuel for
fires of rebellion in the young, fuel
for ignorant climate change deniers,
and fuel for the dangerous ideas of
climate conspiracy theorists. Stop
sulking like a child sent to his
room, or in your case, his car. Stop
whining about your supposed illtreatment as if it were somehow
more severe than the censure we accord to drinking and driving - totally untrue, and also irrelevant.
Don’t dishonour our veterans by
dragging them, again irrelevantly,
into your personal rant. Accept your
responsibility to help solve a severe
global problem.
John Tomlinson, Uxbridge
At a recent (virtual) public meeting,
the Downtown Revitalization Committee presented its draft vision for

the shape of Uxbridge in the future.
Overall, the committee is doing
valuable work in proposing a longterm vision for the direction of our
downtown as it evolves.
There is one aspect where the vision fails to respond to the expressed wishes of the community.
There is almost universal agreement
that a town square is needed as a
focal feature of the downtown. The
need for a town square has featured
prominently in the official plans endorsed by council over the past
dozen years. It was high on the wish
list of the last Downtown Revitalization Committee a decade ago.
The need for a town square was
strongly voiced by the community
in the surveys and interviews conducted by the current Revitalization
Committee, where it ranked second
in importance (first was “more
places to live”) out of 10 or so factors.
Despite this overwhelming support for a town square, the most recently presented plans displayed
what can only be viewed as a token
town square - little more than a
widened corridor in the area where
the abandoned Coffee Time sits on
Brock St. It falls far short of the
common vision of a town square a significant space in the centre of
town that gives character to the
community and offers a space large
enough to accommodate numerous
events, markets, fairs, performances,
etc.
One has only to look at small
towns in Europe to understand the
importance of the town square. The
presentation last week suggested
that a redesigned Centennial Park
could serve part of the “town
square” requirement. A redesigned
Centennial Park could serve a number of functions - but not part of a
town square function as long as
...continued on page 11
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

How much can we take?

The Invisibles

In two days (Dec. 4), the annual Optimist Club of Uxbridge's Fantasy of Lights
returns to Elgin Park. The snowfall of the
last couple of days will add a glow to the
hundreds of thousands of lights that will
illuminate the park, making it a true winter wonderland.
Coming just two weeks after the Santa
Claus parade, the Fantasy will be another
much-needed respite from what has developed into a tsunami of bad news. I've
been in the news business all my life, but
I cannot remember a time when the news
was as unrelentingly gloomy and downright scary as it is today.
Of course, COVID-19 continues to bedevil us and it is nearing close to two
years since that bad news hit us. But, having already been scared by something
called the Delta variant, we now have the
Omicron variant, which is said to be even
more worrisome than all the other mutations. On top of that, Ontario has now
reached the 10,000-deaths level due to
the coronavirus.
However, that's not all we have to worry
about. Now we're hearing on a daily basis
about supply chain problems. Who had
ever worried about supply chains before?
Today we talk about the problem as freely
as we talk about the Toronto Maple
Leafs. And because of the supply chain
problems, we are being told that Christmas trees are going to be scarce, as are
Christmas turkeys. If you do happen to
find a tree or a turkey, we are being told
to expect to pay through the nose. But
that is the same with all things now as inflation reaches a 20-year high and gas
prices hit record levels. Food prices are
rising and, in some areas, stocks are
dwindling. A report Tuesday noted there
was a 10-per-cent increase in the number
of people using food banks last year.
While you are shovelling the snow off
your driveway, think of the people in
British Columbia, a place where a popular sentiment was: "yes, it rains a lot, but
you don't have to shovel it." The west
coasters probably wish all that precipitation was snow. Instead, homes, farms and

highways have been washed away, lives
have been lost and there's more on the
way. Meanwhile, on the other side of the
country, flooding from torrential downpours has isolated some villages on Cape
Breton and also washed out some highways there and in Newfoundland.
Parliament has finally resumed and what
do we see? Instead of addressing the
major issues facing the entire country, the
MPs are fighting over whether members
should be vaccinated and who gets to decide that rule. A few quick jabs in the
arm would end that discussion extremely
quickly, but, after all, it is MPs we are
talking about.
On the international scene, the Biden
administration has just whomped Canada
with soft-wood lumber duties and Russia's Putin continues a massive armed
forces buildup on the border with
Ukraine. Should that hot spot develop
even into skirmishes, Canadian forces are
likely to be involved.
It all sounds too much to bear. Think of
this, though. The forest fires that devastated B.C. earlier this year, including
wiping out the town of Lytton, the fires
in northwestern Ontario, the discovery of
residential school graves, the Black Lives
Matter movement, all have been pushed
to the background of our memory by
more recent events. The climate change
debate drags on, with no sign of any
meaningful action being taken by anyone, gun violence and stabbings seem to
be on the rise and the anti-vaxxers continue to be more than just a nuisance.
So, how do we deal with all this bad
news that seems to be coming at us with
no let-up? I'm tempted to say that we
should just hunker down and wait it all
out, but we've been doing that with
COVID-19 and that isn't going away any
time soon.
It seems to me that Councillor Bruce
Garrod has the best advice, given while
discussing the upcoming budget: "We
have to take what we know today and
work with it." Makes sense to me.
Tell me, am I wrong?

We rarely saw her. But we always saw her
handiwork. She came to work at the college
where I taught after we’d all left for the day.
And when we arrived the next day to resume
our tutorials, labs or classroom sessions with
students, all those rooms were spick-andspan. Then, one evening when I happened to
be working late, I met her – a member of
Centennial College’s custodial staff – and I
stopped to chat.
“Thanks for all the cleaning you do in our
classrooms,” I said.
“You’re welcome,” she said. “Just part of the
job.”
“But we never see you. It’s nice to acknowledge what you do.”
“Yes, well, we’re kind of invisible,” she said.
I thought about this very dedicated custodial
worker several times this past week. As I mentioned in last week’s Barris Beat, I visited the
Toronto Street Medical Centre for a doctor’s
appointment last Thursday. As I checked in at
the reception desk, I chatted with Hazel, who
has worked with the doctors in that clinic for
many years. I happened to mention that I’d
wanted to make an appointment for my annual flu shot. Hazel said she’d just picked up
their latest supply that morning, so I could
get my shot right away. Much like the custodial worker I’d known at the college, Hazel
and her co-workers at the doctor’s office don’t
make a fuss about helping patients; they just
do it – almost imperceptibly – because they
are professionals and believe totally in the objectives of public service.
In a Maclean’s magazine story from a few
years ago, I remember reading about people
who worked in skilled jobs sharing a kind of
inverse relationship between work and recognition. The story quotes David Zweig, a former fact-checker for Vogue magazine in New
York. After years and years of correcting other
writers’ mistakes so that the final Vogue stories
read accurately and flawlessly, Zweig realized
how invisible he was.
“You never read a magazine article and say,
‘Man, that was fact-checked beautifully,”
Zweig told a Maclean’s writer. “I realized that
the better I did my job, the more I disappeared.”
Strange, to feel lost and forgotten by doing
one’s job well. Particularly so, in a time when
many medical professionals and health-care
civil servants have worked so hard over the
past two years fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. They must feel the same way. By serving inside hospital ICUs or inside
locked-down elder-care facilities – where

quarantine has limited the flow of information – thousands of doctors, nurses, orderlies,
community support workers and military personnel have worked in virtual isolation, almost invisibly saving lives.
By coincidence, another dimension of invisible work came up during a Royal Canadian
Air Force Association banquet I attended last
Saturday night in Trenton. For the first time
since the pandemic began, RCAF No. 413
Squadron staged its annual awards night at
the Wing facility just outside Canadian
Forces Base Trenton. I was the keynote
speaker and as proceedings began I met the
Air Force NCO who was being recognized
that evening as “Air Force Person of the Year.”
Sgt. Ashleigh Tucesku serves in finance at the
Trenton base, or as she described it, “working
pretty much under the radar.”
However, one of her jobs (we learned) was
co-ordinating Operation Boxtop, the resupply
of Canada’s most northerly base of operations
at Alert, on Ellesmere Island, just 800 kilometres from the North Pole. For two years, Sgt.
Tucesku had organized the twice annual
flights of Hercules and Globemaster transport
aircraft bringing fuel and thousands of
pounds of dry goods each spring and fall to
Alert.
“We have never seen such a high level of coordination … of Boxtop,” the task force commander reported in the citation. All thanks to
Sgt. Tucesku working under the radar.
By coincidence – as the subject of the
evening’s keynote – I’d chosen to speak about
the 30 Canadians who’d participated in the
famous Dam Busters raid in May 1943. As
part of the nighttime bombing attack against
the hydroelectric dams (used by Germany to
power weapons production on the River Ruhr
during the Second World War) the No. 617
Squadron Lancaster bombers had used an unheard of low-level bombing run. They’d flown
from their British base in Lincolnshire all the
way to the heart of Nazi Germany and back
at treetop level, or as I suggested “flying under
the radar,” to accomplish their mission. As I
got to that point in my talk, I noted that like
her predecessors, Sgt. Tucesku had worked
the same way – invisibly but effectively – to
get the job done.
I felt remarkably privileged to witness recognition of a servicewoman who, until last Saturday night, had gone above and beyond the
call largely unnoticed. We need to recognize
more deserving Invisibles.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

Friday, December 3
Spend $200+ pre-tax and

GET $40.00
Bonus CT Money
On almost everything in-store and online.
Includes Auto Service, Tires and Labour

Uxbridge
905-852 3315
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Fridays & Saturdays
December 4, 10, 11, 17, 18
6 - 8 p.m.

7
6

1 Sugar FX reveals “What Christmas

would be…under the Sea” Have you
ever wondered how merpeople celebrate
the holidays? Find out on your visit to
SugarFX and enjoy some sweet treasure
for a toonie!

2 M.T. Hangers presents “A White
Christmas” No need to dream of a
White Christmas, you can see one
Presents
Presents
Presents
through the beautiful window at M.T. 5
highlights “A Canadian Family
Hangers. Bring a toonie to pick out some
Christmas” Find out what makes a typical
lovely jewelry!
Canadian family Christmas as you peer
through the window at Presents Presents
3 Holistic Salt Therapy and Cave Presents.
presents “A Gingerbread House &
Man” Run, run as fast as you can to catch
Blue Heron Books brings “A
the Gingerbread Man at Holistic Salt 6
Canadian Woodland Christmas” to
Therapy and Cave!
the Holiday Trail! Featuring the stories of
Helaine Becker & Werner Zimmerman,
4 The Lemonade Stand Presents “T’was see woodland animal dancers from the
the Night Before Christmas” The
Uxbridge Dance Academy Dec. 17 & 18)
stockings are hung with care and Old St.
and pick up a mini holiday story for a
Nicholas is already there! Visit the
toonie (while quantities last).
Lemonade Stand to pick up a holiday
ornament for a toonie.

12

13

7 The Bridge Social tells the classic great finds from the shop owner’s

story of “The Nutcracker” The
Nutcracker comes to life with dancers
from the Uxbridge Dance Academy (Dec.
17 & 18)! Warm up with an organic fair
trade coffee or tempt your tastebuds with
a delicious sugar cookie, all for a toonie!

8 Jillian’s brings high quality fashion

favourite things list, this is a destination
for foodies or those with foodies on their
shopping list.

10 Woods Clothing presents “Narnia-

Age of Winter” When entering
Narnia, you may find “something soft
and powdery and extremely cold!" Check
it out in the window at Woods Clothing
and bring a toonie to purchase one-of-akind handmade gift tags.

to Brock St. This new boutique offers
a personal shopping experience, perfect
for outfitting you with something special
for the holidays. Open until 4 p.m.,
Thursday to Saturday.
11 Low’s Furniture and Castool are
filling the street with “Sounds of the
9 Passionate Cook’s Essentials unveils Season at Home” In a lovely holiday
“A Few of My Favourite Things” with living room setting, enjoy live music

14

15
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3

5

8

11
10

9

provided by incredible local Uxbridge window, as Preston Gallery is, after all,
talent, brought to you with the generous named after the Stanley Cup (Sir Stanley
sponsorship of Castool Tooling Systems. of Preston)! For a toonie, take a lovely
holiday ornament home to design.
“Windows
of
‘Red
and
Silver’
and
a
12
Festive Selfie Spot by Rutledge 14 “Sparkle all the Way” is the story of
the Sudz Bar at Community Cleaning
Jewellers” Create your own holiday story
at Rutledge Jewellers. With a giant 30’ Making your home sparkle is what the
Christmas tree light display, beautifully Sudz Bar at Community Cleanings does
appointed windows in ‘Red and Silver’ best. They also provide a wide selection
and an arbor nestled amongst the of eco-friendly gifts, as well as soaps and
greenery, it’s an ideal spot to capture a cleaning products to make that happen!
holiday selfie!
15 H Bee Architecture has become a “A
Cozy Winter Cabin” There’s nothing
“The
Hockey
Sweater”
presented
by
13
Preston Gallery The story of the like curling up by the fire at the cabin,
Hockey Sweater is perfect for this and H Bee Architecture has invited Santa

and Mrs. Claus to do just that. Come and
say hello through the glass and capture
a selfie from 6-8 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays. Dec. 4 to Dec. 18.

Toonie.* You can also order a full flight
or pint of your favourites, or take-home
some fun merch or cans to go. It’s the
perfect finale to the Holiday Trail.
*restrictions apply.

16 Festive Cheer at The Second Wedge
Brewing Co. “All Trails Lead Here,”
including the Holiday Trail! Enjoy
a big, natural indoor tree,
Discoveruxbridge.ca/eat-drink
view the lit-up beer
Some eateries are offering specials for the Season.
garden, and enjoy
a 5 oz Taster of
Navarra’s Eatery- Dine-in and enjoy special drinks such as
any beer on
“The Grinch” or “A Polar Bear Martini”
tap for a
FIG Kitchen and Market - Enjoy a holiday lunch
(Fridays & Saturdays) with festive drinks, pick-up a mini-cookie
for a toonie.

Places to Dine

Urban Pantry Restaurant - Book to dine-in, or order ahead for a dozen
holiday cookies, a festive floral arrangement, or a basket filled
with local products.
TIN Restaurant - Book ahead to enjoy a special festive meal.
Wixan’s Bridge - Santa and the elves will be available Dec. 4-19
11a.m. - 3 p.m. for photos.

Other Holiday Events

16
All photos by Tracy Walker

DiscoverUxbridge.ca/HolidayTrail

Optimist Fantasy of Lights, Elgin Park
Nightly from Dec. 4 - Jan. 2, 6-9:30 p.m. • uxlights.ca
Buskers on Brock by Uxbridge Secondary School, Dec. 16, 6 - 8 p.m.
Pefferlaw Creek Holiday Market, Dec. 11,12,18,19
11a.m. - 5 p.m. • leaskdaleloop.ca
Santa Express and North Pole Light-up Express Train Excursions
Dec. 3 - 30 • ydhr.ca for tickets
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Budget affected by COVID-19 and the unexpected
by Roger Varley
For Councillor Bruce Garrod, chair
of the finance committee, the upcoming budget discussions will be a

question of making hard decisions.
With revenues already aﬀected drastically by the COVID-19 pandemic,
Garrod now has to deal with an inflation rate close to a 20-year high,

uncertainty at the gas pumps, increasing insurance rates and supply
chain problems. As well, the contract
for unionized township employees
comes up for renewal next year. is
combination of factors will see property tax rates increase when the
budget is finalized early next year, although Garrod could not say just
how much that increase will be.
"We have to take what we know
today and work with it," Garrod said
on Tuesday, referring to inflation. As
for gas prices, which were expected
to rise again this week after a 10cent-a-litre drop last week from
record-setting levels, Garrod said it is
the same as any householder planning a budget: "You still have to plan
your life: you just have to keep your
guard up."
Garrod and Mayor Dave Barton
joined Chief Administrative Oﬃcer
Kristi Honey last week to host a virtual budget open house. ey presented an in-depth look at where the
township's revenues come from,

where they go and where the dollars
that stay in Uxbridge are spent. It
also explained exactly how property
taxes are calculated. e presentation
can
be
viewed
at
youtube.com/watch?v=rH5enrwYcQg&ab_channel=TownshipofUxbridge
As the presentation points out, revenue from township facilities such as
the arena, community centres and
Uxpool are still down considerably
because of COVID-19 restrictions,
although Garrod said those revenues
should be returning to near normal
in 2022. As well, money received
from the province under the Ontario
Municipal Partnership Fund has
dropped from $1.2 million in 2012
to $400,000 in 2019.
Garrod said there are no significant
savings to be found in the township's
operating budget, noting there are
few, if any, additional cuts that can
be made. As the presentation points
out, the township is responsible for
maintaining 329 kilometres of roads,

MONTHLY DRAW WINNERS
The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is pleased to announce the
winners of the November monthly draw for the
2021 Trip of the Month Club
The ‘Oasis in Antigua’ trip was won by Arlene Lyon,
ticket # 140, sold by Arlene Lyon
2nd place winner, $150, won by Bob Ruffo,
ticket # 216, sold by Chuck Taylor
3rd place winner, $100, won by Johan and Bill Snowball,
ticket # 248, sold by Deb Dee
Congratulations to our November draw winners, and best of luck to all our
ticket holders for the 2021 Trip of the Month Club draw for December!
‘Santa’s Surprise’ includes round trip airfare to a SURPRISE exotic
destination, 7 nights accommodation at a 5-star resort, all meals, snacks,
drinks and entertainment, all gratuities. As the destination is a ‘SURPRISE’,
it would be appropriate to pack a bikini/speedo, bring sunscreen and
sunglasses and get ready for R & R!
As restrictions are still in place for travel,
a voucher for $2,500 from Getaway
Travel or cash option of $2,250
is available instead of the trip.

and in the winter that means 658
kilometres of plowing. On top of
that, the township has facilities,
parks, trails and programs to run and
maintain.
To illustrate the challenges facing
the township on the operating
budget, Garrod said grass cutting in
parks, which is usually contracted
out, will see prices going up because
the contractors are facing rising insurance costs. In fact, some contractors are not even bidding any more
because of their increasing costs.
As for the capital budget, all those
roads, infrastructure and facilities
cannot be put on the back burner
until better times. One major expenditure under the capital budget will
be the acquisition of a new fire truck
to replace a 22-year-old vehicle.
"Delays make problems worse,
which ends up costing more," said
Garrod.
As a case in point, Garrod said the
new ball diamond at the Fields of
Uxbridge could have been delayed,
but that would have meant the township would miss out on government
grants, meaning eventual higher
costs for Uxbridge.
Property taxes paid on a house assessed by MPAC at $600,000
amounted to $6,218 in 2021. Of
that, only $1,719 stayed in
Uxbridge: the rest went to the region
and to the province for education.
Garrod said that if the budget sees a
4.5 per cent increase, that would increase the homeowner's Uxbridge
taxes by $77.
ree budget meetings are scheduled for December, beginning Dec.
7, with another three in January if
needed. All meetings begin at 1 p.m.
and are accessible to the public in virtual format. Garrod, noting that only
five residents tuned in to the budget
presentation last week, said he would
like to see more residents take an interest in the discussions.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com
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Uxbridge country gal wins first
country music award
by Justyne Edgell
Uxbridge’s own Robyn Ottolini won the Rising
Star title at this year’s Canadian Country Music
Association (CCMA) Awards.
On Monday night, in London, Ont., Ottolini
took to the stage alongside other big names in
Canadian country music including e
Reklaws, Dallas Smith and more.
Along with her award win, Ottolini performed her breakout song “F-150” on the
CCMA stage. In a Facebook post on Tuesday
morning, she wrote: “I’m still shaking...I’ve had
an absolute blast in the nose bleeds over the
years but the stage felt warm and cozy last
night.”
is has been a big month for Ottolini - she
has released two singles, including her first holiday track, “Getting a Hangover For Christ-

mas.” She has also been seen above Yonge and
Dundas Square in Toronto, where she was featured on Spotify’s New Music Friday billboard
for her new single, “Boujee On A Budget.”
Additionally, just last week Ottolini was announced as being one of the openers for Shania
Twain at Boots and Hearts Music Festival in
Oro-Medonte, Ont., next summer.
is is Ottolini’s first CCMA Award win, and
with a career that seems to have an upward trajectory, Uxbridge can likely expect to see this
“celeb” taking on bigger stages and gaining
even more fans.
“is took a village of people I love who are
passionate about making the world a better
place by being honest and speaking the truth,”
said Ottolini, “I couldn’t be more lucky or
more blessed.”

Thursday, December 2, 2021

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, December 2, 2021

10

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
Board of Directors

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture
905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

Like us

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Online Auctions
Christmas Sale

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

December 2 - 9
6:30 p.m. soft close
Vintage farm items, Christmas
decor & collectables & unique
gifts. Over 800 lots.
Contactless & curbside
pick-up in Sonya
www.g-a-s.ca

170 Main Street North

gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com
647-212-2275
Like us on Facebook

RON BROWN AUTO

905-852-5981

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

A mid-size seniors non-profit housing corporation in
Uxbridge seeks volunteers to serve as directors. Individuals with an interest or experience in social housing, finance or property management are preferred.
Applicants should have some familiarity with governance and be able to attend monthly virtual meetings.
Please forward an expression of interest or resumé to:
Trinity Manor (Uxbridge) Inc.
10 First Avenue L9P 1J6
Uxbridge, Ontario
email: trinitymanor10@outlook.com
This posting will be open until December 31, 2021.
Please note that only candidates selected for an
interview will be contacted.

CLASSIFIED

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas

esa #7007893

MOE licensed

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“If you are as humble as a
child, you are the greatest
in the kingom of heaven.”
Matthew 18:4

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing
• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

IN HOME PERSONAL TRAINING
Personal Trainer in Goodwood welcoming
new clients. 20 yrs. experience.
Specializing in improving joint issues,
core function and pelvic floor stability.
Non-discriminating. All welcome. Contact
Lauren at 647-294-5155. 12/16
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking
up room?
Preston Gallery/BiA
Photography at 77 Brock St. W. (Uxbridge)
specializing in restorations & scanning. Call
Sabrina, 905-550-8825. 12/2
LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICES. 15+
years experience in carpentry and
renovations. No job too big or too small.
Reasonable prices. Call Peter
Bouwmeister at 647-864-2191 for a free
estimate. 12/9
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her

reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit homewatch.ca for more info on Heather’s
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge
11/25
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable
Service with Quality Results”. Snow
plowing, lawn cutting, landscaping,
spring and fall clean ups, tree/hedge
trimming. Follow on Instagram lawn_slide_services - contact Noah, 647523-6730 or email lawnslide@gmail.com
Serving Uxbridge and surrounding area.
12/23
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details.
905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
12/23

CHRISTMAS IS COMING, THE GEESE ARE GETTING FAT...
ORDER YOUR FESTIVE FOWL TODAY!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
905-852-9892

3 Brock Street West

OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing and landscaping. Electrical
& plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Post rebuilders. Gingerbread
removal. Kitchen, bath, stonework,
cement, basements, flooring, pot lights.
Bobcat. 50 years' experience. Financing.
Masks worn. Senior discount. 905-4735197 or 647-225-3311 (cell). 12/23

WANTED
RICHTERS HERBS ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT: We are seeking a full time
assistant to prepare purchase orders,
track shipments, receive goods, manage
inventory and monitor costs. The
successful candidate must be organized,
detail oriented and good with numbers.
Excellent email and spreadsheet skills are
required. A love of and good working
knowledge of herbs would be an asset.
Email your resumé to hr@richters.com
12/2
SEEKING RENTAL HOME: Mother &
daughter looking for detached, whole
house, rural/semi-rural, 2+bdrms.
Glowing refs, never miss rent, excellent
job. 905-852-2698. 12/2

FOR SALE

SEASONED FIREWOOD: Small
truckload, delivered. $140. 416-460-4637.
12/23
4 BRIDGESTONE BLIZZAK WINTER
TIRES ON RIMS. Good condition.
275/75/R16. Uxbridge. $400, includes
silver hubcaps. 416-678-7997. 12/2
FIREWOOD $360 bush cord picked up
(no delivery). Call 905-260-4601.
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Merchants end Bruins' mini-streak
by Roger Varley
A streak of five wins and a tie came
to an end for the |Uxbridge bruins
on Friday when the visiting Little
Britain Merchants defeated them
3-1 at the arena.
In a game that had more "ohs"
and "oohs" than a box of Cheerios,
the teams provided the fans with an
entertaining game. Only two
minor penalties - one per team were called during the game as
both sides opted for a free-wheeling
style of play. Both teams were
guilty of numerous errant passes,
which led to just as many quick attacks on the opposing goal.
Little Britain opened the scoring
in the first minute of the game
when Cole Kimble tucked the
puck under goalie Jack Randall's
pads. Ten minutes later, Spencer
Krabi evened the score, with assists

Letters, from page 4
it is cut off from downtown by a
wall of buildings.
The Downtown Revitalization
Committee has the proposed
town square in the right area, but
not nearly large enough. To make
an impact, the town square needs
to take over the entire space occupied by Coffee Time and the Circle K convenience store.
The committee may not be entirely responsible for its “token
town square” proposal. If they
were given a mandate to, for instance, balance economic development with open space and
affordable housing, this is exactly
what a professional planner might
come up with. The fact remains,
however, that the future of
Uxbridge lies not with professional planners, but with our
elected politicians, who must
eventually approve any draft
plans.
So the decision that will face our
council is clear. There is an open
space, in the perfect location, that
provides a unique opportunity
that will never present itself again.
The Township already owns the
lands and the buildings. They can
either sell most of it to a developer, who will build more stores
along Brock St. Or they can take a
visionary approach and create a
true town square that will define
the character of Uxbridge for generations to come. The “default”
plan of selling the land for development might produce shortterm financial gain, but it would
be a short-sighted move that
would squander the possibility of
ever achieving the declared vision
for our downtown.
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going to Trent Underwood and
Daniel Giorgio.
Apart from the two penalties, the
second period was simply 20 minutes of back and forth.
Midway through the third, Randall was unable to zero in on a
bouncing puck that went over his
head and dropped in the net behind him for what proved to be the
winning goal. Kimble added his
second of the night as the period
wound down. In the dying moments of the game, Steven Bozios
suﬀered an injured arm in a collision behind the Little Britain net
which left him yelling in agony.
e Cosmos selected Declan Meek
as the Bruins player of the game
and picked Braydon Leeking for
the Merchants.
e loss dropped the Bruins to
just under the .500 mark and
placed them three points behind

the fourth-place Lakefield Chiefs.
On Saturday night, with the fans
already in their seats and the ice
being flooded after the warm-up
session, it was announced that the
game against the Chiefs had been
postponed because no referee or
linesmen showed up to oﬃciate.
e game was supposed to make
up for the opening game of the season, which was postponed because
Lakefield failed to show due to a
scheduling mix-up. Presumably,
the teams will try another make-up
game later in the season. At least
the warm-up session gave the fans
the chance to see the Chiefs in their
"third" uniform, an impressive blue
jersey that contrasted with their
usual red. A Chiefs oﬃcial said the
team wears the third uniform
about five times a year.

It should be an easy decision.
There is no immediate expenditure necessary; the work can be
scheduled when financial conditions are right. And it would be a
popular decision, fulfilling a longstanding vision and, more important, fulfilling the expressed
wishes of the community. All

that’s needed is a binding commitment to dedicate that space for
the town square. It would be a
lasting and positive legacy for
those involved in the decision.
If that vision is not realized now,
it will never be. And this golden
opportunity will be missed.
Wynn Walters, Uxbridge

Friday, December 3
Against Georgina
Uxbridge Arena
7:45 p.m.

Saturday, December 4
Against Little Britain
Little Britain Arena
7:30 p.m.

For complete season and
player information, and to
learn what COVID
protocols we are
enforcing
visit
uxbridgebruins.com

Uxbridge sewage capacity actually an unknown
by Roger Varley
With a number of development proposals on the books or already under
way, the subject of township sewage
treatment capacity has been under
discussion for several years. e recent unveiling of a 588-unit development proposed for land to the north
of Quaker Village saw several residents complaining that Uxbridge
does not have the sewage capacity to
handle it.
In an attempt to obtain some definitive numbers, the Cosmos reached
out to township oﬃcials for some details. Township planning consultant
Elizabeth Howson said those details

are not available at this time.
Howson pointed out that the region
and the township both come up with
diﬀerent numbers when discussing
capacity and with some of that capacity already allocated to such projects as the expanding Butternut
retirement home and a new longterm care facility, it is diﬃcult to
crunch the numbers. She noted,
however, that a new report on sewage
capacity is expected early in the new
year.
But, even though capacity is still
under review, Howson said council
has no choice but examine any new
development proposals that come
along.

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com
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Gerald Lawrence

Judy Esmonde

Manager/Realtor®

Broker/Realtor®

Marie Persaud

Gwen Layton

Realtor®

Realtor®

R
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225-acre farm bordering river.
2-storey custom built by
Royal Homes.
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
2 kitchens.
Gerald Lawrence, Realtor®
www.MultipleListings.ca
Cell: 416-556-0238

Shane Coxworth

Chris Larmer

Realtor®

Realtor®
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ATTENTION FIRST TIME BUYERS
2 +1 bdrm, 2 bath raised bungalow.
Includes all appliances.
Walking distance to Lake Scugog
Call Judy today for more info!
Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com
Cell: 416-677-8709
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Acreage with awesome views plus a
house and garage! If you are thinking
to sell your property, please reach out
at 416-970-8979 and let’s talk!
Marie Persaud, Realtor®
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979
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R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,
BROKERAGE
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
905-852-4338 • Toll Free 1-866-666-2696
www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

THE SNOW IS FALLING,
NOT HOME PRICES

27 ADAMS COURT, UXBRIDGE
$639,000

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS
IN QUAKER VILLAGE

Curious about the market stats in
your neighbourhood?
Thinking about selling your home in the future?
Feel free to call me anytime for a warm reply!
Gwen Layton, Realtor®

2 bedroom, 4 bathroom renovated end-unit
condo townhome.
Features walkout finished basement and
attached 2 car garage.
Chris Larmer, Realtor®

We have approved and qualified buyers looking in
your area. If you have been thinking of selling we may
already have a buyer for your home. Give us a call and
see how we can get your property sold.

www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 416-500-6377

Shane Coxworth, Realtor®
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 905-903-7965

