
KINDRED SPIRITS - Marilla Cuthbert, played by Kathy Bridgeman, and Anne-with-an-e Shirley, played by Katy Bellamy, have a heart to heart in Anne of Avonlea,
Ryleepuss Productions’ first production since COVID-19 shut down theatres everywhere. For details on the production and tickets, see page 6. Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

Funding of $2.5 million for a new Uxbridge
Hospital was announced Friday on the grounds
of the current hospital.

Facing a bank of television cameras, Health
Minister Christine Elliott and Finance Minister
Peter Bethlenfalvy shared the spotlight as they
announced the funding, which will be used to
expand and enhance Oak Valley Health's
Uxbridge Site, known locally as Uxbridge Cot-
tage Hospital.

Combined with funding of $500,000 an-
nounced in 2019, the total $3 million will be
used to support the planning for the campus,
which will see a new long-term care home with
92 beds, a major redevelopment of the hospital,
which will include an additional 11 new beds,
and an ambulatory care building. The new
long-term care home will bring Uxbridge's

total long-term care beds to 192.
Elliott said the new funding will allow con-

tinued planning for new interconnected facili-
ties which will reduce wait times for patients
and expand services.

Bethlenfalvy said the redevelopment will im-
prove access to care for Uxbridge residents and
the new development will form a hub model of
care.

On hand for the announcement were Mayor
Dave Barton and members of council, Regional
Chair John Henry, Jo-anne Marr, president of
Oak Valley Health, and hospital staff. Marr re-
marked at one point in the ceremonies that "it
wasn't long ago that we were worried about the
future of this hospital."
As part of the announcement - and to under-

score the importance of the Uxbridge hospital
to the community - local resident and former
patient Chrissy Farrell spoke of her experience

eight years ago. She was rushed to the hospital
by her husband after becoming unresponsive,
where she was first treated by Dr. Jennifer Wil-
son and Dr. Michael Damus, who placed her
on life support. Soon after arrival, Farrell was
flown to then Markham Stouffville Hospital by
helicopter, where she was placed in a medically
induced coma. She was diagnosed with bacte-
rial meningitis. Farrell credited the assistance
she received at the Uxbridge hospital with sav-
ing her life.

"Those moments in the Uxbridge hospital
gave me a second chance," she said. "This hos-
pital is small, but its people are mighty."
Councillor Bruce Garrod, chair of the finance

committee, said Friday's announcement was
"the biggest announcement in Uxbridge in
decades."

Major funding announcement pushes future of hospital to next step
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On January 13, 1959, the doors
opened at the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital - a health care facility built
by the residents of our community
and surrounding area at a cost of
approximately $415,000. While to
the community the hospital remains
the “Cottage Hospital,” the legal
corporate name has undergone sev-
eral changes and is now known as
Oak Valley Health’s Uxbridge Hos-
pital site. 
The building has become old and

tired. The building materials used
in the 1950s are no longer consid-
ered safe. For the past 15 plus years,
it has been reported that the hospi-
tal is in dire need of upgrading, and
if not addressed the hospital could
be closed. 
We have been fortunate having

strong advocates for our hospital in
president and CEO Jo-anne Marr
and Elena Pacheco, vice-president
Planning and Transformation. Their
vision was to form a healthcare hub
with a new hospital. Simultaneously

a group of very dedicated commu-
nity members were advocating for a
new nursing home on the hospital
site. Added to this is the newly con-
structed Oak Tree Medical Centre,
owned and operated by a group of
family physicians, which opened its
doors in November. The three
buildings will form a hub for health
care for our community and sur-
rounding areas. 
Politics aside, we are fortunate to

have the Honourable Peter Bethlen-
falvy, the minister of finance, as our
MPP. He has brought millions of
dollars to our municipality, the
building of a new hospital being the
latest announcement. A huge thank
you to him and to Minister of
Health Christine Elliott.  

As a young girl I walked with the
Brownies and Girl Guides to the
sod turning ceremony for our hos-
pital. Now, as a senior, I can look
forward to the opening of our new
and modern hospital. Thank you to
all those volunteers and advocates

over the years for their commitment
and dedication that have made this
a reality. 

Gerri Lynn O’Connor
Uxbridge

Thank you so much to everyone
who helped us support a family
from Ukraine (pictured below).
After changing their flight twice,
they arrived safely on April 11.
They are safe and as happy as can

be here, though they really miss
home and the father of the family.
The flat looks like a home, they
have beds, clothing, crafts, food,
furniture, towels, bathroom prod-
ucts, and even a few gift cards and
cash to spend at their leisure.
Thank you from the bottom of my

heart for each and every donation.
You all contributed to such a warm
welcome for this uprooted family.

Lesley Cornelius
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

We recently read an article in the Saturday Star regarding books that have
been banned by the Durham District School Board. You read that correctly
- this isn’t a book banning in some ultra-right leaning state south of the
border, it’s a ban by the very school board that runs the majority of the
schools in this township. Et tu, Brute?
The story goes that the board apparently pulled several books from school

libraries claiming they contain “content that could be harmful to Indige-
nous students and families.” The kicker - among these books is “The Great
Bear” by Cree writer David A. Robertson. Robertson is quoted in the arti-
cle as saying he wrote the book for Indigenous youth and families, and that
he is “at a loss” to understand what the DDSB could possibly have found
offensive. “The Great Bear” was shortlisted for the Ontario Library Associ-
ation’s Silver Birch Award, and was named one of the Canadian Children’s
Book Centre’s favourite books of the year. 

It’s great that the DDSB has some input and oversight into what can be
found on the shelves of public school libraries across the region. No one
wants smut or rubbish available to our youth, especially when those youth
are reaching for a book and not their phones. But it’s a pretty slippery slope
when  books are being pulled because they “don’t align with the recently
updated DDSB Indigenous Education policy and procedure”... but were
written by an Indigenous person for Indigenous people. Is the DDSB suc-
cumbing to the dark side, overstepping its bounds by making decisions
that are better left to parents, guardians or - a radical thought - the youth-
ful readers themselves? If they have questions, then adults should be ready
to answer them, not spirit the material away and pretend that it never ex-
isted. How on Earth will they learn? How will they form knowledgeable,
thoughtful opinions about issues that may directly affect them? How will
they grow into sensible, well-rounded, educated adults?
Book banning is censorship, plain and simple. And when it comes to the

Indigenous community specifically, it’s likely that it wants to decide what is
or isn’t offensive to its people. It’s absolutely not up to a school board. The
DDSB isn’t helping with truth and reconciliation with First Nations when
it pulls a stunt like this, it’s halting it, harming it, insulting it.
Like so many other knee-jerk decisions being made nowadays that make

no sense whatsoever (got that license plate rebate cheque yet?), this appears
to be a case of idiocy trumps common sense. And there ain’t no book in
any library that can combat that. 

Our two cents
Book banning - right here at home 

Photo supplied by Leslie Cornelius
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As of this Sunday, the provincial general elec-
tion campaign in Ontario officially kicks off.
Most of you are probably wondering - (if
you're thinking about the election at all) -
which party/candidate you will support: Con-
servative, Liberal, NDP or Green.

But hold on, folks: if that is where your
thinking stops, you're short-changing your-
self. Apparently, there are no less than 23 par-
ties running candidates who will be seeking
your vote. Since, like me, you probably
haven't even heard of most (any) of them, let
me introduce to you just a few. 
To start with, two of the new parties were

founded by disgruntled former members of
established parties, much like Maxime
Bernier started the People's Party of Canada
after losing his bid for leadership of the Con-
servative Party.
The Ontario Party is headed by Derek

Sloan, a former Conservative MP who was
kicked out of that caucus. He is an opponent
of COVID-19 public-health measures and
has promoted anti-vaccine talking points. Just
this week, Sloan announced his party has
hired the infamous Roger Stone as the party's
strategic planning consultant. Stone, a close
ally of Donald Trump, was convicted on
seven felony counts and later pardoned by
Trump.
Then there's the New Blue Party of Ontario.

This party, started by MPP Belinda Karahe-
lios, states openly on its web page that Doug
Ford's Progressive Conservative Party actually
supports the Liberals. Karahelios was kicked
out of Ford's caucus after voting against a
government bill. She and her husband say the
Conservatives aren't blue enough!

Also for your consideration is a party that
claims it isn't a political party at all. Consen-
sus Ontario says its candidates are all inde-
pendent and, should they form a government,
the elected representatives will choose a pre-
mier from among their ranks. And yet the
Consensus Ontario web site lists Brad Har-
ness of London as its "leader." If it's not an
organized party, how can it have a leader?
Some of the registered parties sound so

bizarre it's difficult not to believe they are
some kind of joke, as their names indicate:
Stop the New Sex-Ed Agenda; the Pauper

Party of Ontario; the Party for People With
Special Needs; None of the Above Direct
Democracy Party; Go Vegan. It is difficult to
imagine anyone actually casting a vote for a
candidate from any of these organizations,
even a candidate's mother.
On top of these, there are other fringe par-

ties that have been around for a few years but
apparently still haven't absorbed the message
that no one wants them: e.g.: the Communist
Party and the Ontario Libertarian Party.
One is tempted to laugh out loud and dis-

miss all these would-be vote getters out of
hand. The danger there is that being dismis-
sive can come back to haunt us. Witness
Donald Trump's election as president.
Throughout the long, long presidential cam-
paign, from the primaries to the presidential
debates, most of us laughed at the orange
clown. And yet he won. And witness how
quickly the Republican party has followed
him down the rabbit hole, with the result that
many Republican states have now banned
abortions outright, a lot of states have re-
turned to banning books, a Republican gover-
nor has retaliated against a company (Disney)
that dared to criticize him and the Republi-
can Party actually claims the Jan. 6, 2021, in-
surrection was "legitimate political discourse."
But one does muse about a future with one

of the above-named parties in power. Would
a Go Vegan government ban all beef, dairy
and poultry operations in the province?
Would a government led by the Party for Peo-
ple With Special Needs require all parking
lots to have 80 per cent of their spots marked
for disabled parking only? Would a Pauper
Party government bring in legislation forcing
everyone to live on a subsistence budget? The
mind boggles at the possibilities.
Whatever party wins the upcoming election,

the province will have to live with the result
for the next four years and either cheer or
moan about the legislation the winner brings
forth. It seems to me there's enough confu-
sion just sorting through the platforms of the
four main parties. Bringing all these others
into the mix is not going to make the waters
any less muddy.
Tell me, am I wrong?

I’ve never been afraid to seek advice, particu-
larly when it comes to legal matters, health
care or buying a car. Several weeks ago, I
raised the challenge of buying an electric or
hybrid car in front of some knowledgeable
friends. I play summer hockey with a group
of men almost all of whom have worked in
the automobile industry all their lives. When
I asked what make and model of electric or
hybrid car I should consider, just about all of
them had the same answer:

“Within a year or 18 months,” they said,
“they’ll all be making EVs (electric vehicles)
of some sort. Not just Tesla, Toyota and
Hyundai. Everybody.”
My wife and I have contemplated what di-

rection we might take in the purchase of our
next car, when one or both of our two Japan-
ese-manufactured gas-powered cars expires. I
was surprised to learn that the internal com-
bustion engine has been around for over 150
years. (According to Google, Belgian inventor
Étienne Lenoir used a turpentine derivative
fuel to power the engine on his three-wheeled
“hippomobile” in 1863; he got about nine
kilometres on the tank of fuel driving from
Paris to Joinville-le-Pont and back). And
we’ve been hooked on gas-fuelled engines ever
since.
One of the experts there in the hockey dress-

ing room later sent me some links to sites ex-
plaining the concepts and technology of both
fully electric and hybrid cars (vehicles that
have the facility to function on battery power
or gas power). He pointed out that not only
are such cars leading the curve toward
Canada’s carbon-neutral environmental tar-
gets, but the government (not the province,
but the federal) is also offering rebates (up to
$2,500) depending on whether you’re leasing
or financing the purchase.
On my own, I searched out a number of

websites exploring the pros and cons of both
electric and hybrid vehicles. Naturally, you
have to recognize who is actually providing
the assessment. According to the Electric Ve-
hicle Society, fully electric cars offer the best
driving experience, added safety (because bat-
tery packs give the car added rigidity), greater
reliability (gas cars have 2,000 moving parts,
electrics about 20), cheaper maintenance and
higher resale value. On the con side, EVS ad-
mits the upfront purchase price is prohibitive;
an American site claims the next generation

of electrical vehicles will sell in the $35,000
range (that’s nearly $45,000 Canadian). 
But here’s the big question for fully electric

models: How can I be sure I’ll make it out
and back on one charge? Or, can I depend on
finding enough recharging centres? An expert
I heard on CBC claimed the projected 50,000
charging stations across Canada need to be
50,000 across Ontario in order to make EV
driving in this province as convenient as driv-
ing our old gas guzzlers.
On the hybrid side of the ledger, the facility

to go either way makes the charging-station
availability a non-issue – when the battery
runs dry, the gas engine kicks in and gets you
home. Another of my hockey pals said he
drove to Ottawa and back with his hybrid on
less than a quarter tank of fuel. Hybrid en-
gines, says Economical, the Canadian insur-
ance company, aren’t responsible for running
the vehicle on its own, so hybrid engines tend
to be smaller, lighter and more efficient. On
the downside, hybrids still emit harmful emis-
sions; their engines have a higher up-front
cost; if you drive longer distances, you’ll still
end up consuming a lot of gas to keep the
battery topped up; and, a common problem
apparently, hybrid engines don’t accelerate as
well as gas engines or offer the same kind of
driving experience.
A case in point. Last fall, I travelled to Al-

berta, rented a car and discovered in the park-
ing garage it was a hybrid. I was excited at the
prospect of acquiring first-hand knowledge. I
was surprised how well it handled, how little
fuel it consumed, and how similar it felt to
my exclusively gas-powered car back home.
There was one problem, however. One time
when I parked the car, got out, shut the door
and tried locking the car with the fob-key, it
wouldn’t respond. I tried it a second time,
and no matter how hard I pressed the fob
button, the car wouldn’t lock. I asked a guy
for help in the parking lot.
“Did you turn it off?” 
“How can you tell?” I asked in my ignorance.

“There’s no sound!”
“You’re new at this,” the guy observed.
I nodded. When you’ve driven a gas-pow-

ered car all your life, trying to save the planet
with an electric or hybrid car takes some get-
ting used to.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Adapting to saving the planet

WE ARE

HIRING

Are you a college or university student looking for 30-40 hours per week summer 
employment? We are currently hiring for all areas of the store including our Garden Centre 
and Auto Service Centre. We offer competitive wages, a safe/happy work environment and 
a great opportunity to learn more about CANADA’S STORE.  
 
   
Send resume to donnah@ctcux.ca or drop application/resumé  
at our Customer Service desk. 
 
Canadian Tire Uxbridge    www.canadiantire.ca    905 852 3315 

APPLY TODAY! 

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

You can’t tell the players without a program



by Melanie Whitfield

e “little red-headed girl” from
Green Gables is back! 

Anne of Avonlea, the current dra-
matic project of Ryleepuss Produc-
tions, is ready to begin its run at the
Uxbridge Music Hall this Friday,
April 29, for seven performances. In
collaboration with the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society, it then moves
to the Historic Leaskdale Church
for four shows, beginning with a
performance on May 8, which hap-
pens to be Mother’s Day, and in-
cludes a delectable five-course tea!
e play Anne of Avonlea was writ-

ten by playwright Janette Carlisle.
It’s a humorous and affectionate

telling of the next chapter in the life
of the beloved Anne Shirley, the
Anne of  Green Gables heroine. 

Now age 17 and a schoolteacher,
Anne and her friends still seem to
find themselves in a variety of mis-
adventures! From the parlour of
Marilla Cuthbert, we get to spend
time with familiar kindred spirits
such as Diana Barry, Gilbert Blythe,
Rachel Lynde,  and some new
friends too. Anne’s relationships
with these people are at the heart of
Anne of Avonlea, and Anne will rely
on them as she faces the realities of
growing up and moving into the
next phase of her life.
Mike Bridgeman is producing the

show, and says that Ryleepuss orig-
inally planned to stage this play in
the fall of 2020, but due to
COVID, it was shutdown several
times. In the two intervening years,
he says the production only lost two
actors who were not able to con-
tinue their commitment. 

Nonetheless, Bridgeman and his
wife, Kathy, were determined to
bring this show to the stage. 

“All of our cast is experienced in
theater which has made our work so

enjoyable!” says Bridgeman.
Anne of Avonlea is directed by

Jackie Bellamy and Carolynn Kent.
e title role of Anne is played by
Katy Bellamy, and Kathy Bridge-
man plays Marilla Cuthbert. Gord
Bibby plays J.A. Harrison, and
Hannah Watson plays Diana Barry.
e Lucy Maud Montgomery So-

ciety (LMMSO) has worked to-
gether with Ryleepuss Productions
before. In 2018, they collaborated
on the musical version of Emily. 
“e key to solid promotional ex-

periences is to recognize the talents
and importance of the people
around you and connect in a variety
of ways. is happens over and over
again in Uxbridge Township and
has helped to make us a hub of cul-
tural activity,” says Melanie Whit-
field, a member of the LMMSO.

Both Ryleepuss Productions and
the LMMSO invite Uxbridge resi-
dents and all their friends and fam-
ily to support local theater and the
Mother’s Day Tea, and join them
for Anne of Avonlea. 
For more information and to book

tickets go to www.starticketing.com
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Join ‘Carrots’ for tea and Anne of Avonlea



by Justyne Edgell

Fabled fishing fan Huck Finn brings
his namesake festival back to Elgin
Pond this weekend. e Uxbridge
Huck Finn Fishing Festival is back, and
the one day event has been extended to
a two week long festival!
Starting this Saturday, April 30, right

through to Saturday, May 14, families
will be able to fish at Elgin Pond in a
COVID-safe environment, with daily
prizes and a final grand prize available
at the end of the festival. 

“We are hoping our new format this
year gives families more flexibility to
fish at their leisure in a comfortable set-
ting,” said the Huck Finn committee
in a press release. 

By posting a Huck Finn Festival
photo using the hashtag #huck-
finnUxbridge, youth aged 15 and
under will be eligible to enter a daily
photo contest hosted by Hits 105.5FM
and Uxbridge Canadian Tire. ere
will also be goodie bag giveaways, a free
bait time slot, fishing games and even
some surprise visits by Sparky the fire
dog mascot and Boomer the Bass. 

Participants under 18 or over 65 will
not require an outdoors card or fishing
license to participate. Regular catch
and possession
limits will be in
place.

“We are excited to once again bring
back this popular community event al-
beit in a different format,” says
Uxbridge Canadian Tire Owner, Pat

Higgins. 
For more information on the Huck
Finn Fishing Festival, visit
uxbridge.ca/huckfinn
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by Roger Varley

Students at Uxbridge Secondary
School will have to tumble out of
bed a lot earlier starting in Septem-
ber.
e Durham District School Board

and the Durham District Catholic
School Board have agreed with a
Durham Student Transportation
System report that recommends USS
start classes in September at 8 a.m.
For the past couple of years, because
of COVID-19, school classes have
started at 10 a.m. Prior to the
COVID-19 start time, USS classes
began at 8:25 a.m.

Part of the reason for the time
change, according to DSTS, is a
shortage of school bus drivers. It
claims the region needs about 80 or
90 more drivers.

While some claim the new start
time will cause problems for parents,
not all students are opposed. Carley,
a USS student, said she likes the
change, saying it will allow her to
"do more stuff" after school and also
look for a part-time job. her friend,
Isabel, is also in favour.
"It will help with after-school activ-

ities," she said.
Both admitted, however, that not

all their friends support the change.
e Cosmos reached out to USS to

learn whether the bell time change
would affect staffing requirements,
but did not hear back before press
time.
Other Uxbridge schools will also be

affected. Goodwood Public School
will start classes at 9 a.m., 60 min-
utes later than usual. Quaker Village
Public School will open at 8:15 a.m.,
35 minutes earlier. St. Joseph
Catholic School will ring the bell at
9:15 a.m., 20 minutes later than
usual. ere will be no changes at
Uxbridge Public School or Scott
Central Public School.

DSTS says the time changes result
from extensive public consultation
and represent a "best case under cur-
rent constraints" scenario. 
e Durham District School Board

said, however, it is committed to ex-
ploring "long-term solutions, specifi-
cally for secondary school bell times
as the group most impacted by this
update."

No more sleeping in for USS students Huck Finn returns to Elgin Pond this weekend



e Uxbridge Lions Club is in the
home stretch of raising money for its
Universal Accessible Inclusive Play-
ground, and hopes to reach its goal
by hosting a Walk & Roll-A-on
on May 7 in Elgin Park. 
e Walk & Roll-A-on will com-

prise a short course around the exer-
cise ring of about half a kilometre,
and an extended track, which will
measure about three-quarters of a
kilometre. Both tracks will be
marked to accommodate different
abilities.
e Lions say they do expect to see

children and adults of all ages, as well
as all abilities, participate in this
event, enjoying the fun by dressing
up as a super hero!  Says Lions mem-
ber Stuart Blower: "Don't be sur-
prised if you spot Batman or
Spiderman as they mingle with  local
heroes from the fire department, po-
lice department, and medical profes-
sionals! We want to fill the park with
super heroes! We hope this will be a

fun event for the entire family!"
e Lions will be giving away a free

"Playground Super Hero" t-shirt to
the first 100 registrants. T-shirts may
also be available for a donation, while
supplies last. 

Some of the grants that were ap-
plied for by the Lions to help finance
this playground project require
matching funding from the commu-
nity. Funds raised from the Walk &
Roll-A-on will be used to provide
these necessary funds, which will, in
turn, allow the Lions to receive those
specific grants. 

e Uxbridge Lions Club wants to
thank the Uxbridge business com-
munity for its generous donations. 
“is playground has been designed

with community input and will be
built by the Uxbridge community’s
generosity and commitment, making
a place where all are welcome,” says
Blower.  

Participants can raise sponsorship
funds for walking or rolling around
one of the two ring courses. Water
and granola bars will be provided for
participants. ere will be prizes for
Best Costumes and Most Money
Raised, and several age categories,
from young children to seniors.

Registration is $5 for an individual
or $10/family. ere will also be a
special Corporate Challenge fee of
$50, which includes any number of
business or  company employees who
want to challenge their peers.
Sponsorship forms and more infor-

mation available at
uxbridgelions.com 
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Super heroes to descend on Elgin Park



Spring is on its way! And after over
two long years, e Uxbridge Horti-
cultural Society/Garden Club is
ready to meet again in person. It will
hold its first meeting of 2022 on
Wednesday, May 11, from 7 to 9
p.m. at the Uxbridge Seniors’ Cen-
tre. 
“Our Garden Club is for everyone,

regardless of your level of gardening
knowledge and experience,” says club
member Sandee Basten-Snell. “Our
meetings are a great opportunity to
learn and share information, and a
number of our more experienced
members are always accessible to an-
swer questions and generally talk gar-
dening.”
Basten-Snell says that the club’s Ex-

ecutive has been meeting via Zoom
over the past few years and has “ex-
citing and interesting” speakers lined
up for this year’s meetings. She says
the club will be resuming its regular
flower shows as well. 
“We are keen to get out and partic-

ipate in our various projects around
the gardens of Uxbridge. is is cer-
tainly not a requirement as a mem-
ber, but it is a great opportunity to
get involved in the community and
make even more friends in and
around Uxbridge!” says Basten-Snell.
e Garden Club says it’s excited to

be back together, but asks attendees

to note that, in the interest of every-
one’s health and safety, mandatory
masking for the whole meeting will
be in place for the foreseeable future.
Although triple vaccination is not
mandatory, the club would appreci-
ate members be fully vaccinated.
Chairs at meetings will be spaced out
to respect physical distancing, and
no refreshments will be served at this
time. Attendees are invited to bring
their own water, coffee/tea or soft
drink.  

Annual membership in the
Uxbridge Garden Club (Horticul-
tural Society) is $20, and $5 per
meeting for guests. Cheques are
payable to e Uxbridge Horticul-
tural Society.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting
together to build our
network of business
connections, helping

each other be
successful.

uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

REPORTER 
WANTED

The Uxbridge Cosmos is seeking a part-
time reporter to cover general news and
feature articles for our award-winning
newspaper in Uxbridge, Ontario.
This position is an excellent opportunity

for recent graduates of a journalism pro-
gram, as assignments will cover a variety
of beats – from municipal affairs to arts
and entertainment and longer feature sto-
ries.
Your main responsibilities will be report-
ing and writing stories for both print and
online; posting stories to our website and
social media accounts; evening and week-
end work on occasion.
The ideal candidate will have a degree

or diploma in journalism, or a related field
and must possess strong interviewing,
writing and reporting skills. Must have the
ability to meet deadlines and be organ-
ized. 
Join the Uxbridge Cosmos – an award-

winning, independently-owned, hyperlocal
weekly in the Township of Uxbridge.  
Applicants should send a cover letter and
resumé, along with relevant writing sam-
ples to: Lvann@thecosmos.ca, or by mail
to 38 Toronto St. N., Uxbridge L9P 1E6

www.thecosmos.ca

Across
1  Alaska King __
5  Combine
8  Motley
12  Actress, Archer
13  Inn intake
14  Helper
15  Babe in the woods
16  Sound practical judgment
18  Artist studio
20  "Gone with the Wind" star
23  Wanderer
27  To mix together some liquids
31  Great find, with mother
32  Rocky prominence
33  Simple chord
35  Seven, in ancient Rome
36  Puffins, e.g.
38  Antagonisms
40  Follow
42  Malady
43  Italian rice dish
47  The total of attributes passed on
from parents
50  Energy measures
54  Therapeutic plant
55  Dignitary
56  "___ No Sunshine" 
57  Secluded valley
58  Crackerjack
59  Inside shot?

Down
1  Film container
2  Part of a cell nucleus
3  "Wheel of Fortune" request (2
words)
4  Come about
5  Minimum ___
6  Jewish calendar month
7  Actress, Moore
8  CHiP's part
9  Roman 3
10  Chicken Alfr____
11  House room
17  Bic
19  Midterm, e.g.
20  Discover (2 words)
21  Love affair
22  Muslim woman's garment
24  Multi-plex picture
25  Goodbye in Paris
26  Belief in a supreme being
28  Conniption fit
29  Swimming aid
30  Thanksgiving grub
34  Grime
37  Monitor
39  Where the heart is
41  Tease
44  The Destroyer (Hindu)
45  Auditory
46  Classify
47  Hardly a beauty
48  Pipe joint
49  Kind of deer
51  Make known
52  Modern courtroom evidence
53  Pig's home

Get your hands dirty again with
the Uxbridge Garden Club
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SERVICES
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY Family Por-
traits Headshots, Product or Wedding
Photography. Web Design. Located in
Uxbridge. Text Stephen at 905-424-9520. Email
info@wrightwebphoto.com or visit wright-
webphoto.com  Your Best Shot!   7/21
PSW FOR HIRE Excellent references from
clients. Trained in Alzheimer’s, Dementia and
palliative care. Flexible times available. Contact
Robert, 647-225-8245.    5/15
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We
specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too
small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2 year written warranty, free esti-
mates. For all your outside upgrades & projects,
contact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  4/28
TOWN TROLLEY IS NOW HERE !  We’re
happy to let everyone know that we are now in
Uxbridge, providing transportation services for
Specal Events, Weddings, Private Bookings and
Day Tours. We also have 20 Passenger Bus with
Lift plus Limousine Service. Call 1-800-979-2913
or visit www.towntrolley.ca   4/28
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Call
now to book your eavestrough cleaning, grass
cutting, and much more. Serving Uxbridge for
20 years. Free quotes & senior discounts.  905-
967-2644.   4/28
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll
love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls
Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!     4/28
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service
with Quality Results”. Snow plowing, lawn
cutting, landscaping, spring and fall clean ups,
tree/hedge trimming. Follow on Instagram -
lawn_slide_services - contact Noah, 647-523-

6730 or email lawnslide@gmail.com  Serving
Uxbridge and surrounding area.   4/28
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted Heather
Stewart for 18 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services /
Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on Heather’s
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge  
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY. Exterior &
interior waterproofing. Landscaping, electrical,
plumbing, post re-builders, gingerbread
removal, mold, kitchen & bath, basements, pot
lights, stonework, cement, all shingles, all
demolition, seamless eavestrough. Masks worn.
Licensed. 52 years experience. Senior discount.
905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).   
WANTED
AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING Employed
single senior looking for affordable 2 bedroom
rental long term. Call or text 416-579-4079
4/28
TOWN TROLLEY TOURS is seeking Bus
Drivers part-time B, F licence, for small and
large passenger vehicles. Also seeking travel
guides and sales tour agents. Call 1-800-979-
2913 or email info@towntrolley.ca
www.towntrolley.ca  4/28
FOR RENT
BACHELOR APT. For one (1) full-time working
person. No smoking, no pets. References are
required. 289-512-0261   4/28 
FOR SALE
54" LAWN TRACTOR Cub Cadet Series 3000.
Includes--snow blower, wheel weights, chains,
bagger. 905-852-2922.   4/28

EVENTS
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION is resuming in-person meetings
Every other Sunday, 10 a.m. Whether experi-
enced or new to meditation, all are welcome.
Blue Heron Studio. Email Gail:
ghorner550@gmail.com   
5/5
THE UXBRIDGE HOSPITAL AUXILIARY is
holding a Plant Sale on Saturday, May 7, in front
of the Hospital. All proceeds go to the purchase
of diagnostic equipment.
MOTHER’S DAY WORKSHOPS Learn to
Carve a Wooden Spoon, Birch Bark Ring Making.
Now offered May 7 & 8. www.woodgifts.ca 416-
402-6746   4/28 
EVERYTHING SPRING BAZAAR Udora
United Church, Sat., May 7, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Raf-
fle, bake sale, large variety of vendors.
UDORA LEASKDALE LIONS CLUB 36TH
CANOE RIVER RUN FUNDRAISER Sat., May
7. Registration from 8 - 10 a.m. Start at Zephyr
Rd., 2 km west of Durham Rd. 1, finish at Pef-
ferlaw Dam. Min. pledge $30/paddler. For info,
email burtonruss@hotmail.com  For
sponsor/pledge form, visit udoraleaskdalelion-
sclub.ca 
HANDEL’S MESSIAH, ORIGINAL CHAM-
BER VERSION Performed by Cantorei sine
Nomine, directed by Stu Beaudoin. Sunday, May
15, 2:30 p.m. Trinity United Church. Audience
must be masked and vaxxed; max. audience
200.
MISCELLANEOUS
PUZZLE SWAP - All you jigsaw puzzle addicts
out there, we have a whole bunch of 1000-piece
gems, of varying difficulty, available to sell or
trade to a good home. Email us at
conradboyce50@gmail.com and we’ll send you
a list of our inventory. 4/28

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“Jesus has been taken to
heaven. But he will come back
in the same way that you have
seen him go.“           Acts 1:12www.g-a-s.ca 

gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 
647-212-2275 

Like us on Facebook

Online Auctions 

Uxbridge Estate Auction 
Complete Contents (to be held onsite) 

April 21 - 28.  
Online 7 p.m. soft close. 

Easter Antique Extravaganza 
Art / Clocks/ Furnishings & more 
April 14 - 21, 7 p.m. soft close. 

Call to consign to Gillanders today



by Justyne Edgell

is Saturday, April 30, is Independ-
ent Bookstore Day all across Canada,
and Uxbridge’s own independent
bookstore, Blue Heron Books, has a
day full of contests, giveaways and
activities planned.

Shelley Macbeth, owner of Blue
Heron Books, is on the board of di-
rectors of the Canadian Independent
Booksellers Association, and says
that Indie Bookstore Day is an im-
portant celebration of stores like
hers. 

“We weren’t too sure whether we
could be in person or online; last
year we had it all planned and then
got the rug pulled out from under us
at the last minute, so we have some
virtual events and some in-person
that will spill out onto the patio and
in the studio,” says Macbeth.
If you buy a book from Blue Heron

Books this Saturday, you can enter
the Canadian Independent Book-
sellers Association’s Contest For
Book Lovers - the chance to win
three prizes up to a $1,000 gift card
to the indie bookstore of your
choice. And you’ll get a bonus entry
if you purchase a Canadian book!
But that’s not all. Macbeth says she

is a “go big or go home party plan-

ner” and has a day full of fun
planned. 

Along with some celebrity authors
in-store (including Marissa Stapley,
the first ever Canadian pick for the
Reese Witherspoon book club), there
will be a virtual scavenger hunt, a
micro-writing contest, a name-that-
book game, a Read And Walk Down
Brock Robert Munch Book (a per-
centage of the purchases from this
book will go to the Alzheimer's So-
ciety), a children’s book launch, a
puppet show, and more! Addition-
ally, Blue Heron Books has partnered
with the Roxy eatre for their “e
Book Is Always Better” giveaway.

With the purchase of a book that has
been adapted into a movie, you will
receive a gift certificate for e Roxy
(while supplies last).

“We have a busy schedule and are
hoping for great weather,” says Mac-
beth.

For more information visit  blue-
heronbooks.com 
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3 Brock Street West

YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO START THAT BBQ... 
COME SEE US FIRST, WE’LL MAKE IT AN EVENT!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

‘Go big or go home’ - with a good book

Shelley Macbeth’s Blue Heron Books has
been named Best Bookstore in Canada, and
celebrates Independent Bookstore Day this
weekend.                       Photo from Facebook
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R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 
www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 

75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-4338 • Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor®

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor®

Marie Persaud 
Realtor®

Gwen Layton 
Realtor®

Shane Coxworth 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 416-500-6377

STEWART LINE, CAVAN MONAGHAN 
Under Construction. 2-storey custom built,  

4 beds, 6 baths home on a private 100 acre lot. 
Finished walkout basement with a separate shop 

below the 3 car garage. $3,200,000

FO
R 

SALE

Shane Coxworth, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 905-903-7965

3354 HWY. 35, KAWARTHA LAKES 
3+1 bedrooms, 3 bathroom bungalow located 

just north of Lindsay on over a 1/2 acre lot with  
a heated. 42' x 38' 3 bay shop & its own  

200 amp service! $899,900

FO
R 

SALE

1,350 sq ft shop with hydro, security 
system PLUS 1,220 sq.ft.  2 bed,  

1.5 bath house for sale in Beaverton 
situated on just over 1/2 acre. 
Offered for sale at $650,000.

Gwen Layton, Realtor® 
www.GwenLayton.ca 

Cell: 647-991-3276

SEDUCTIVE SUBURBAN 
Relax in the Morning/Unwind at Dusk 

On your Comfy/Cozy Front Porch 
3 beds/2 baths/3 minutes to 401 

$699,900

Marie Persaud, Realtor® 
www.MariePersaud.ca 

Cell: 416-970-8979

Judy Esmonde, Broker 
www.JudyEsmonde.com 

Cell: 416-677-8709

Gerald Lawrence, Realtor® 
www.MultipleListings.ca 

Cell: 416-556-0238

Raised Brick Bungalow  
In-Town Lot W/Fenced Yard 

Separate Basement Apartment 
3+2 Beds, 3 Baths, 1-Car Garage

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH BUNGALOW 
Backs onto greenspace 

Close to schools, parks, trails 
Potential for basement apartment 

Call Judy today for more info!

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com 
The Global Luxury Difference

COMING 

SOONJU
ST 

SOLD FO
R 

SALE

FO
R 

SALE


