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One good deed does another • It’s ‘Sprinter’ • Carve a spoon for Mom

Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers under contract

WE’RE BACK!
AND THEY’RE OFF! - Dozens of children, parents in tow, descended upon Herrema Fields by Barton Farms on Saturday to take part in the Barton Farms Easter Egg
Hunt. Chief Egg Hider Erin Bogardis organized the event, which hadn’t happened since 2019, due to COVID-19.
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Seniors Centre lounge set to open next weekend
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Many Uxbridge seniors were among the most
isolated people during the darkest days of the
COVID-19 pandemic. These same individuals
may be glad to learn that, on May 1, the lounge
at the Uxbridge Seniors Centre will be open
and ready for visitors.
The Gathering Place, as the lounge is called,
has been renovated with fresh paint, new flooring, improved window coverings and brand
new age-specific furnishings. Perhaps best of all
- the giant 72” television is available to enjoy.
Residents are welcome to drop in Monday to
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. They can come alone

or bring a friend to enjoy the recently refreshed
room, and coffee and tea will be available on a
pay-what-you-can basis.
“Making the lounge available is one more step
forward as Uxbridge continues to become more
age-friendly,” says Councillor Bruce Garrod.
“My vision was to take better advantage of this
beautiful facility and have it become the go-to
place for residents 55+.”
On the same date, township staff will also be
located in the building. Residents seeking information related to aging, and staff will be on
site to provide information and answer questions.
Eric Nidd, president of the Uxbridge Seniors

Club, says he’s excited about the full time opening of the Gathering Place.
“I’ve always been concerned for Uxbridge seniors who are perhaps isolated or lonely. The
opening of the Gathering Place provides a safe
and comfortable place for people to meet and
socialize,” he says.
The opening of the Gathering Place is part of
a series of improvements at the Seniors Centre.
The washrooms recently underwent complete
renovation (paid for by the federal and provincial governments), and the now fully accessible
washrooms will allow residents of all abilities
to enjoy the ever-expanding services available
at the Seniors Centre.

SALES START

APRIL 20
GUARANTEED OPENING JACKPOT

$1,000
MAX. 2000 TICKETS AVAILABLE
$5 PER TICKET
In suppo of

OVER

$100,000

TO DATE IN SUPPORT OF LOCAL CHARITIES!
Loery rules at
uxbridgerotary.com/catchtheace
Ontario Problem Gambling Hotline 1-888-230-3505
No one under 18 may purchase a ticket or win the loery.

Mortgage maturing? Mortgage refinancing?

Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250
Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate.
Highlights of what I can do for you:
• Self Employed
• Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

1350 sq ft shop with hydro, security system PLUS
1220 sq.ft. 2 bed, 1.5 bath house for sale in Beaverton
situated on just over 1/2 acre.
Offered for sale at $650,000.
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Our two cents
Short term gain may relieve another’s pain
By now, most of us have received our cheque from the provincial government that reimburses us for our licence plate sticker fees. And, from those
we have heard from, most of us are in agreement that these refund cheques
are little more than an election ploy on the part of Doug Ford and his
Conservative government. We’re not sure where the billions of dollars that
are going to be spent and lost on this vote-seeking venture are going to
come from, and we’ve been a little worried about what provincial services
are going to be affected by the huge financial shortfall.
We were heartened, then, to receive an email last week from Jo-Anne
Gray, executive director of the Uxbridge Hospital Foundation. She wrote
us a little note that contained a “good news story.” Apparently a gentleman
went to the hospital last Thursday and left a donation in the amount of
$440.
“He explained that it was his refund from the Ministry of Transportation
and that he wanted to donate it to the Uxbridge Hospital. He did not want
to be acknowledged or receive an income tax receipt,” wrote Jo-Anne in her
email. She then went on to express how thoughtful and generous she felt
the man had been.
We couldn’t agree more. While we personally know of many people who
can readily use the few hundred dollars that may come back to them, we
are sure that there are many who almost wish the money hadn’t been refunded. This gentleman’s idea of giving his cheque to the hospital is, we
feel, perfect in so many ways. Firstly, by not keeping the money, he isn’t beholden in any way to Ford or his government - no matter which way he
votes, his vote won’t have been bought. Secondly, the donation ensures that
provincial money stays in the provincial coffers. It went from the Ministry
of Transportation to the Ministry of Health, a ministry that may well suffer, thanks to the MTO’s largesse. So might the Ministries of Long-Term
Care, which COVID proved can ill-afford it, and Education.
Thank you, kind gentleman, and thank you to all who are putting their licence sticker money back into circulation. We’ll all need it in the long run.

Letters to the Editor
Many thanks to the Bird Box
Buddies (BBB)!
The Bird Box Buddies are a
group of local residents who regularly walk the Uxbridge Countryside Preserve and monitor the
bird houses. Each April and
May, the Eastern bluebirds, tree
swallows and house wrens arrive
and start sizing up the housing

market. They’re fussy, too - if
the bird house isn’t cleared of
last year’s debris, they will not
empty it. That’s where the Bird
Box Buddies step in!
Unlike a natural tree cavity
which other animals have access
to and woodpeckers can create,
the artificial bird house lasts for
more than one season and is

generally safer. Racoons, squirrels, and larger predators can be
a problem; as can the very aggressive house wren. House
wrens have been very successful
in the Preserve, as they like a
shrubby “thicket”-type habitat,
such as one created by Buckthorn and Scot Pine.
The BBB monitors keep track
of the nesting birds, count their
eggs, the young and make sure
everything is going well.
If you would like to help out
with the monitoring in the
Countryside Preserve, contact
Derek through email at ndnature7@gmail.com
Thanks!
Derek Connelly
North Durham Nature
For a new town square, the
Downtown Revitalization Plan
shows a very small bit of land
between the closed coffee shop
and the uncared for building to
the west.
It’s the right site for a square,
but much too small. A vibrant
square to engage the people of
Uxbridge Township would cover
the area of the coffee shop and
store, which are owned by the
Township (buildings and property, not the businesses).
Now is the time to act, before
the opportunity is lost to inaction and apathy.
John Milne
Leaskdale
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

All I want is a room somewhere

“Sprinter” in April

So sang Eliza Doolittle in the musical My Fair
Lady. A small enough lamentation, but one
that many Canadians are singing right now,
except that they'd like that room in a home.
With all the crises currently bedevilling
Canada, from COVID-19 to inflation to climate change, I would suggest that the housing crisis is the most troubling. Just as no one
should have to go without food, no one
should have to go without housing. Yet the
number of people using food banks and living on the streets continues to grow. At least
food banks are addressing part of the problem, but if you have no place to live, how do
you cook the food you received from the food
bank?
If you think this is going to be a call for
more action on homelessness, you'd only be
partially correct. The fact is, the housing crisis
is affecting more than just the homeless:
when it comes to housing, we're all at risk.
There have been numerous stories in the
news in recent weeks about people being
evicted from their rental accommodations, or
having to move because landlords have increased rents by staggering amounts. It also
appears that a lot of rental properties are
being bought up by outfits bent on cornering
the market, thereby giving them the wherewithal to charge whatever rents they want.
Some owners of rental properties have decided it is more profitable to evict their tenants and turn the apartments in Airbnb's.
Anyone living in rental housing at this time
should be worried: a landlord can evict on the
slightest of excuses and there is little the
renter can do about it.
But home ownership is also facing serious
challenges. Once again, a number of recent
news items have chronicled how developers
are demanding that buyers, who have already
paid a deposit on a new home, pony up tens
of thousands of dollars more than the original
quoted price. It's hard enough for many people to buy homes these days, but it becomes
damned near impossible when the price can
be jacked up any time the seller wants. As for
those who already own their homes, increasing property taxes, along with higher rates for
utilities combined with the current rate of inflation, are pushing some families to the edge.

In the real estate business, one no longer
looks for a home to buy and then asks the
price. No, now one has to place a bid on the
available property and hope no one bids
more. A recent home sale in Toronto went for
hundreds of thousands more than the original
asking price, thanks to bidding.
In other words, taking all the above into
consideration, it seems the housing game in
Canada is more like the old wild West, where
the cattle barons and railroad barons ruled
the roost and got whatever they wanted. The
main motivation was greed and the same
could be said for Canada's housing industry.
Why else would developers continue to build
mini-mansions rather than small but adequate housing? Money, money, money. I'm
not opposed to anyone making a fair return
on their investment, but the key word in that
phrase is "fair."
Politicians across the country have started
talking about the housing crisis, but I'm hadpressed to find any who have actually come
up with any kind of program or plan to address the situation. In fact, in some cases they
make it worse. The Toronto Star recently carried a story about the planned Highway 413
that the Ford government intends to build
from Halton to Vaughan. The story noted
that five prominent Vaughan families, most
of them known contributors to the Progressive Conservative Party, have been buying up
property along the proposed route. More
sprawl? More mini-mansions?
Maybe it's time to take a look at Britain's
experience with council houses. Council
houses were/are built by councils to provide
affordable housing for the average Joe and Jill,
with a sizable percentage set aside for rental
accommodation. The houses were/are small,
but not tiny. Hundreds of thousands were
built, especially following the First and Second World Wars.
It seems to me that a social issue such as adequate, affordable housing should not be left
entirely in the hands of developers. Somewhere, sometime, perhaps some municipality
will take the lead and develop its own housing. But I won't hold my breath.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It’s my fault. I admit it. I changed my car tires
over from winters to summers last week. And
that’s why we got whacked by a snow storm
on Monday night. I tempted fate – figuring
that mid-April wasn’t too early to switch over
– and I caused all this rotten winter weather
three weeks into spring. Mind you, I did hear
Ed Lawrence say on the radio this week that if
one wants to be brave planting some hardy
trees and bushes early, it’s OK.
“Go for it,” said Lawrence, the former Globe
and Mail columnist and chief horticulturist to
six governors-general and seven prime ministers. And he was speaking on CBC Radio’s
Radio Noon program just as winds and sleet
were blowing past both his Almonte, Ont.,
home and mine here in Uxbridge. As usual,
on the air, Lawrence was talking to avid gardeners – complaining about rabbits eating
their new-growth rosebuds, revelling in compost, and querying him about how to plant a
giant pumpkin seed. Anyway, Canada’s voice
of spring sometimes gets it wrong too. Not
just me.
I started with the best of plans this past
week – not just the tire changeover – when I
couldn’t stand the cabin fever any longer,
grabbed my lawn rake, some yard-waste bags
and headed out the back door to challenge
the elements. And by elements I mean temperatures just above zero Celsius – not exactly
gardening weather. But I had (I thought) a
unique strategy, you see. I got my fire permit
in the New Year. And I figured I’d bag some
of the decomposing leaves, grass and dead
garden stuff, but I’d also burn some of it in
my mini-firepit. I burned just enough of what
I’d raked to keep the fire at a steady burn, so
that I from time to time I could warm my
hands against the cold. It worked really well
until I realized some of my smoke was drifting into neighbours’ yards interfering with
their outdoor Easter activities.
My next banish-winter tactic, I figured, was
foolproof. “Hey, let’s get the family together
in our backyard on Easter Monday,” I suggested to our daughters, “Let’s set up the slack
line and all the accessories.”
They agreed and by mid-morning on Monday, our daughters and all six of their kids had
arrived. Like the weekend, it was not very
warm. In fact, several of the grandkids com-

plained about how cold it was. I peeled off
my jacket to work in shirt sleeves just to make
the point about leaving video games and cellphones behind in favour of playing outdoors.
And so, we began installing the slack line and
all its doodads – rope ladder, swing, and assorted hanging handgrips. But wouldn’t you
know it? The moment I brought out the extension ladder to install the highest anchoring
device around a tree, the winds whipped up
and everything began swaying – trees, rigging,
ladder and me!
“Press on,” I thought. “Don’t let them see
you sweat with any sign of motion sickness or
your acrophobia.” I felt like a windjammer
sailor – one hand on the rigging and the other
holding onto the mast for dear life. Ultimately, we got all the ropes and accessories
into place. And the kids jumped all over
them, just like it was the middle of summer.
So, at least part of my plan had worked.
They’d left the world-wide-web at least temporarily for the great outdoors, even if it was
still just a few degrees above freezing,
I was beginning to think maybe I’d misread
the calendar – maybe it was December and
not April. Maybe I shouldn’t tempt fate and
wait, like all experienced gardeners, until the
Victoria Day weekend before I officially
launched outdoor life. Then, I saw a couple
of guys shuffling down our wind-blown
street. They were wearing shorts and flipflops.
“You’re the cause of all this April winter,” I
called out to them.
“It’s sprinter,” one of them said. “You know,
not yet spring, but still partly winter.”
Eventually, I retreated inside away from the
“sprinter” weather. Then it hit me. I really am
to blame for this mixed up season. There on
the floor lay my hockey skates, stick, helmet,
gloves and pads – all from last week’s near season-ending hockey scrimmage. And I began
stowing the gear into my hockey bag. But not
because hockey season is over. On the contrary. This was also the week that summer
hockey begins and I had to get ready to
launch that seasonal favourite recreation of
mine.
Like Ed Lawrence and his eager springtime
gardeners, I’m just going to go for it, no matter what the calendar says.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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Spoon your way into Mom’s heart with local artisan
by Justyne Edgell
Looking for an unusual gift for
Mother’s Day? Carve a spoon for
Mom at Uxbridge wood carving artisan Shawn Hermans’ Mother’s Day
Weekend Spoon Carving Workshop.
In 2006, Hermans discovered the

lathe and quickly became passionate
about transforming wood into bowls,
platters and other gifts.
“In the summer of 2019, I came
across a book at the library called
Spoon by Barn the Spoon,” says Hermans. At that time, he only ever
whittled during summer vacations

and it was while doing that when he
found himself looking at photos of
“beautiful spoons.”

In Memoriam

Sarah Margaret McNelly
December 19, 1918 ~ April 29, 2019
This month comes with sad regret,
It brings a day we can’t forget,
You passed away without a goodbye,
Our memories of you will never die.
Always remembered by
Gord, Dianne and Families

Shawn Hermans’ ‘beautiful spoons’.

“I had never uttered those words before - ‘beautiful spoons’ - as I never
knew they existed, but these pictures
stirred something inside me,” said
Hermans. “I returned to my workshop that week to turn a few wooden
spoons on the lathe.”
Hermans says that the moment he
first decided to pick up a carving
knife, creating the spoon was “an experience of tranquility,” and spoon
carving quickly became a daily activity.

When the COVID-19 pandemic
hit, and Hermans no longer needed
to commute, he poured that newfound time into spoon carving.
“I was unexpectedly but pleasantly
surprised that one of the greatest gifts
that spoon carving has brought to me
are the friendships and companionship that I’ve gained over the last two
years.”
Hermans soon became part of an
online community of artisans like
himself.
“e online community also consists of “Rise up and Carve,” a free
24/7 Zoom meeting available to anyone that wants to ‘hook up’ and carve
a spoon with another person from
another part of the world. is experience of carving with others has
been of most satisfaction personally,
both socially, and for the carving
skills that I’ve developed as a result.”
Hermans already has pieces available for purchase at some local shops
in Uxbridge, including at Preston
Gallery and Passionate Cook’s Essentials, but he is now looking to allow
others to experience his passion of
creating the spoons.
“My upcoming workshops are
being held at the Owls Hollow, a
glamping, eco-friendly camping site
in Uxbridge on Mother’s Day weekend - Saturday, May 7, and Sunday,
May 8.”
e workshop costs $70 to participate and includes spoon design,
equipment and safety, knife grips.
Sharpening will be introduced, as
will additional carving resources.
“I hope to share this fun and rewarding hobby with others, and will
also be oﬀering some ‘Learn to
Carve’ workshops this spring and
summer,” says Hermans.
For more
information, visit
woodgifts
. ca /
learn - to
- carve woodenspoons
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture
905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

Online Auctions

Like us

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

Jesus said, “The people who
have faith in me without seeing me are the ones who are
really blessed!”
John 20:29

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Uxbridge Estate Auction
Complete Contents (to be held onsite)
April 21 - 28.
Online 7 p.m. soft close.
Easter Antique Extravaganza
Art / Clocks/ Furnishings & more
April 14 - 21, 7 p.m. soft close.
Call to consign to Gillanders today

www.g-a-s.ca
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com
647-212-2275
Like us on Facebook

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED
Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing
• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

budgetblinds.com

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca
IT’S STILL CHILLY OUTSIDE, AND WE ARE STILL SERVING
FABULOUS CHILI INSIDE! TRY IT TODAY!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
905-852-9892

3 Brock Street West

To place a death
or in memoriam
notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca
Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

SERVICES

FAMILY PORTRAITS Headshots, Product or Wedding Photography. Web Design. Located in
Uxbridge. Text Stephen at 905-424-9520. Email
info@wrightwebphoto.com or visit wrightwebphoto.com Your Best Shot! 7/21
PSW FOR HIRE Excellent references from clients.
Trained in Alzheimer’s, Dementia and palliative
care. Flexible times available. Contact Robert, 647225-8245. 5/15
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too small or
big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’ experience,
2 year written warranty, free estimates. For all
your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993. 4/28
TOWN TROLLEY IS NOW HERE ! We’re happy
to let everyone know that we are now in Uxbridge,
providing transportation services for Specal Events,
Weddings, Private Bookings and Day Tours. We
also have 20 Passenger Bus with Lift plus
Limousine Service. Call 1-800-979-2913 or visit
www.towntrolley.ca 4/28
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Call now
to book your eavestrough cleaning, grass cutting,
and much more. Serving Uxbridge for 20 years.
Free quotes & senior discounts. 905-967-2644.
4/21
INCOME TAX RETURNS FROM $100. Dropoff or email remote service. Interview, quote, PDF
tax draft, review, approve, e-filed & confirmed. Tax
accountant-APA. Bruce, 905-852-7634 cell 905926-7632. 4/21
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll love
living in with our expert fitters at The Girls Bra Shop
in Stouffville. Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com
for details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
4/28
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service with
Quality Results”. Snow plowing, lawn cutting,
landscaping, spring and fall clean ups, tree/hedge

trimming.
Follow
on
Instagram
lawn_slide_services - contact Noah, 647-523-6730
or email lawnslide@gmail.com Serving Uxbridge
and surrounding area. 4/28
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted Heather
Stewart for 18 years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services / Dog Walking
/ Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit homewatch.ca for more info on Heather’s services. Call
or text 905-852-8525, email hstewart@homewatch.ca and follow us on Instagram HomeWatchUxbridge
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY. Exterior &
interior waterproofing. Landscaping, electrical,
plumbing, post re-builders, gingerbread removal,
mold, kitchen & bath, basements, pot lights,
stonework, cement, all shingles, all demolition,
seamless eavestrough. Masks worn. Licensed. 52
years experience. Senior discount. 905-473-5197
or 647-225-3311 (cell).

WANTED

USED CANOE OR ROWBOAT in fairly good
condition (and stable). For use on a pond. Call
Maria at 905-717-5161. 4/21
AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING Employed
single senior looking for affordable 2 bedroom
rental long term. Call or text 416-579-4079 4/28
TOWN TROLLEY TOURS is seeking Bus Drivers
part-time B, F licence, for small and large
passenger vehicles. Also seeking travel guides and
sales tour agents. Call 1-800-979-2913 or email
info@towntrolley.ca www.towntrolley.ca 4/28
WANTED: PERSON OF MANY SKILLS for
Uxbridge horse farm maintenance. Flexible hours
8-20 hours/week. Experience with machinery,
tractors and general repairs. Contactmanager@hophill.ca or call 905-852-9457 4/21

FOR RENT
BEDSIT APARTMENT: 2nd floor, private entry,
furnished except for bed & linens. Uxbridge, in

town. Rent reduced from $1,600 to $800 monthly
for sweat equity. Suitable for younger male, willing
& able to do some yard work and 2-person lifting.
Available May 1, 2022. References required. Call
905-852-4033. 4/21
TOWNHOUSE: 3 bedroom townhouse in
Uxbridge, finished basement, deck and fenced back
yard, close to schools. Available May 1. Asking
$2,700 plus utilities. Must provide references, no
smoking, no pets. 905-852-6143 4/21

FOR SALE
FULLY ELECTRIC MEDICAL BED with push button
controls. Comes with a mattress and half rails. Used
- like new. Priced to sell! Contact 905-862-0138.
4/21
54" LAWN TRACTOR Cub Cadet Series 3000.
Includes--snow blower, wheel weights, chains,
bagger. 905-852-2922. 4/28

EVENTS

THE UXBRIDGE HOSPITAL AUXILIARY is holding a Plant Sale on Saturday, May 7, in front of the
Hospital. All proceeds go to the purchase of diagnostic equipment.
EVERYTHING SPRING BAZAAR Udora United
Church, Sat., May 7, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Raffle, bake
sale, large variety of vendors.
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION is resuming in-person meetings Every
other Sunday, 10 a.m. (next one April 6). Whether
experienced or new to meditation, all are welcome.
Location is Blue Heron Studio. Email Gail:
ghorner550@gmail.com

MISCELLANEOUS

PUZZLE SWAP - All you jigsaw puzzle addicts
out there, we have a whole bunch of 1000-piece
gems, of varying difficulty, available to sell or
trade to a good home. Email us at
conradboyce50@gmail.com and we’ll send you a
list of our inventory. 4/28
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