
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE FARMER - Jim Forsythe, owner of Forsythe Family Farms just west of Greenbank, cranes his neck to admire his gigantic sunflowers. Forsythe
has created a trail through the giant flowers and welcomes visitors Thursday through Sunday. Visit forsythefamilyfarms.com for details. Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

A number of neighbourhood residents at-
tended a public planning meeting in council
chambers Sept. 12, most of them opposed to a
condominium development proposed for a
small parcel of land on Toronto Street South.

The site, currently zoned for single-family
homes, sits on the east side of Toronto Street,
between Elgin Park Drive and Campbell Drive.
The proposed development would see 10
three-storey townhouses built on the lot, which
butts up against a row of bungalows on Fred
Barnard Way. Residents fear the three-storey
homes will cause them loss of privacy, increase

traffic on Toronto Street and change the char-
acter of the neighbourhood.

During the meeting, when asked if a row of
mature trees behind the bungalows would be
preserved, Michael Larkin, representing the ap-
plicant, said he "believed the intent" was to
save the trees.
"Where possible, the trees would be kept," he

said.
The proposed development would see 10

homes constructed with a small roadway run-
ning from Toronto Street to allow cars to be
parked behind the homes. The homes would
be 10.5 metres high. Preliminary plans call for
the homes to have decks on the second storey,

overlooking the houses on Fred Barnard Way.
Residents of Fred Barnard Way claim these too
would impact their enjoyment of their own
homes. The proposed development would also
impact two homes that bracket the site, both
of which are bordered by large mature trees. 

Several residents sent letters to council sug-
gesting the site would be more appropriate for
bungalow-style homes, pointing out the need
for more affordable housing. Some residents
pointed out that families would likely be the
target market for the proposed three-bedroom
townhomes and noted there is no space on the
development for a children's play area and
there are no playgrounds in the immediate area.  

Residents object to condominium proposal

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 
MAIN STREET 
UXBRIDGE    
-Prime location with good visibility  
-C3 zoning, allowing many uses  
-Currently multiple residence   

$739,000  Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Welcome to Greenbank! This Confederation Log Home features 4 
bedrooms, 3 washrooms, 2nd floor media/family room, large bright 
eat-in kitchen with a walkout to deck overlooking gardens, 2nd 
floor laundry room, attached 2 car garage with direct access to 
house, awesome location and situated on approximately 1/2 acre.  
For more information, call me at 416-970-8979. Offered for sale at 
$1,249,900
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for September, 2022 

Wednesday, September 21 
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 

MEETING - CANCELLED  AGE FRIENDLY COMMITTEE, 2:30 p.m  
HERITAGE COMMITTEE, 7:30 p.m. 

 Proclamations for the Month 
• National Hunger Action Month 

• Sept. 21-International Day of Peace 
• Sept. 30-National Day of Truth and 

Reconciliation 
• 2022-Year of the Garden

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required 

for these positions are available at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers/  

Current Opportunities 
Arena Attendant Assistant, P-T, contract 

Closes September 30 at 4:30 p.m. 
Arena Attendant Assistant (Adult), P-T, 

contract 
Closes Octpber 4 at 4:00 p.m. 

Crossing Guards-Closing Date Extended  
Uxpool - Lifeguards-Closing Date Extended  

Board and Committee Appointment 
Opportunities 

2022 Santa Claus Parade Committee 
Closing Date Extended  

�e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer in 
accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 
2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). �e Township 
of Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the recruitment 
and selection and/or assessment process to applicants with disabilities 
and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is 
collected under the authority of �e Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act.

From The Tax Office  
Property Tax due date is September 27, 2022. 
Please ensure your payment is received at the 
Tax Department by the due date to avoid 
penalty/interest charges. RETAIN YOUR 2022 
FINAL TAX BILL FOR INCOME TAX 
PURPOSES. If a reprinted tax bill, receipt or 
Statement of Account is required for any year’s 
taxes, a fee of $15.00 will apply. To update or 
change the mailing address, please contact the 
Tax Department at 905-852-9181 or 
tax@uxbridge.ca 

Road Closures 
• Planks Lane from Marietta St. to Franklin St. will be closed to tra�c 

for road reconstruction between July 13 - October 14, 2022.  
• Lake Ridge Road (Reg. Rd. 23) from 100m north of Myrtle Road (Reg. 

Rd. 5) to 1.6 km north of Chalk Lake Road will be minor tra�c delays 
for construction work between August 22, 2022 – September 2023.  

• York/Durham Line (Reg. Rd. 30) from north of Durham Reg. Rd. 
39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Rd., East Gwillimbury 
will be closed for bridge repairs, to 2024. 

Arena Public Programs 
Have Begun!  

Registration now open for Fall Recreation 
Programs! Ages 4-9. Sponsored by Jumpstart! 
uxbridge.ca/recreation

In Memoriam 
The public is invited to 

sign a  
Book of Condolence  

for the Queen at: 
Uxbridge Town Hall 

or 
Uxbridge Public Library 
during regular hours of 

operation.



Gaia, a Photographic Celebration of Flora and Fauna 
with Peter Rasberry 

Gaia was the Greek earth goddess, or Mother Earth, who in mythology gave birth to the
mountains, sea and sky. On Sept. 27 at 7 p.m. at the Scugog Memorial Library in Port Perry,
a presentation of flora and fauna celebrates the beauty, complexity and diversity of some
of the many species with whom we share the planet, and their roles in sustaining the balance
of life. Presenter Peter Rasberry worked for 38 years in outdoor and environmental educa-
tion. He is excited to share his connection to nature through his photographs and experiences. 
North Durham Nature welcomes everyone to this presentation. Learn more at northdurham-
nature.com 
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

by Justyne Edgell

After a three-year hiatus, the Cel-
ebration of the Arts Trail Mix re-
turns to the trails in and around
Uxbridge this weekend.
e busker-style event, featuring

both artists and musicians, will
run through the trails of Elgin
Park this Saturday, Sept. 24, be-
tween 12 and 2 p.m.

Trail Mix is free for the whole
family, and visitors can expect a
"mix" of art and music as they
stroll along the trail. ere will be
singer-songwriters, textile artists,
crochet, soloists, and even full
bands.  Art will be available for
purchase and musicians will have
their instrument cases should  the
audience would like to make a do-
nation.
“We wanted to create a commu-

nity arts event that celebrates
some of the best parts of our
town,” says event organizer and
local music teacher Amy Peck.
“Art, music, treats, and trails! is
is an event the whole family can
enjoy!”
Gluten free bakery Frankie's will

be serving up some delicious treats

for those on the trail as well. 
“is year we have a great variety

of emerging and established
artists. Many are local but some
are coming from out of town as
well,” says Peck.
To get a sneak peek at the lineup

of artist, follow Trail Mix on In-
stagram at @trailmixuxbridge 

Peck says that after a three-year
break because of the COVID-19
pandemic, the artists are so excited
to be back. 
“e line-up is stellar! Come for

a quick stroll or stay for the full
two hours and take it all in!”

THE ANNUAL TERRY FOX RUN - Organizers say over 150 people (pups were not included in the count) registered to take
part in this year’s Terry Fox Run in Uxbridge, raising around $30,000. Jeff Fahrer (front of crowd with ball cap) raised $8,000
on his own and has been one of the top 200 fundraisers in Canada for the Terry Fox Run for the past several years.   

Photo by John Cavers

‘Trail Mix’ returns to Celebration of the Arts this weekend 
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Re: Speed limit changes

Our elected town councillors and
mayor probably meant well. We like
the 40 km/h limits, but couldn’t
that have been done without one
single sign coming in to Uxbridge?   
Sadly, the town officials made an
absolute mess when it comes to
speed limits and traffic signs in our
town.  
Each traffic sign cost hundreds of

dollars, they don’t grow on trees,
but get paid for with our hard
earned tax dollars. Any wonder why
taxes are so high?

Check out the candidates running
for election this time around, ask
questions.
Hopefully forests of unneeded

traffic signs will never happen
again.  
Also, thank you, town officials, for

effectively stopping hiking groups
from coming to our restaurants in
town. The small parking lots at the
trail heads are now empty since
there are multiple warning signs
asking for parking payments.
The town couldn’t have picked a
better time to implement these
charges.

Louise Mueller
Uxbridge

Re: Proposed park pits neighbour
against neighbour - again, Sept. 15
edition

We live on Cemetery Road and
were the first family to pick out a
lot when Heathwood Homes pro-
posed building on Cemetery Road
and Campbell Drive.
Based on the approved site plan

(approved by the town) for the

community, we chose our lot and
paid a premium to back onto the
green space and passive park.This
space was designated as EP, environ-
mentally protected land.The park
was to include a fountain in the
ponds, which lasted until the devel-
opment was taken over by the town
and they (the town) decided that
maintaining the fountain and pay-
ing for the hydro to run the foun-
tain was too expensive. So if the
town cannot afford a little hydro to
keep the ponds clean, how is the
town going to pay for the building
and maintenance of a playground?
I would also like to respond to the

figures presented at the council
meeting.
First, there are 111 homes within

500 meters of the park, including
Campbell Drive, Cemetery Road
and Kriton Court, so if the town re-
ceived 15 letters opposing the play-
ground, that would mean there
could only be a maximum of 96 res-
idents within 500 meters of the
park who are for the park.
Second, it was presented that there

are 132 children under the age of
18 living in this neighbourhood. I
did not survey the neighbourhood
to check on that number, but I was
also never asked by anyone how
many children we have living in our
house. But more importantly, how
many children living in the desig-
nated neighbourhood are within the
age group that would use the play-
ground? I do not see children above
elementary school age playing on
swings and merry-go-rounds, etc.
I would hope that before any deci-

sion to change the approved site
plan was considered there would be
a more decisive proposal with actual

numbers of residents (children of el-
ementary school age or younger
who live within 500 meters of the
park) who would use the park and
the true costs of building and main-
taining the park.

Dan and Angela Lawrence
Uxbridge

Re: The Township Empire: the Histor-
ical Centre

The Historical Society (Uxbridge-
Scott) was started before the mu-
seum. It was formed in the spring of
1971. A main incentive to create a
local historical society was that the
next year, in 1972, Uxbridge would
be celebrating the centennial of hav-
ing officially become a village in
1872.
In 1972, the former Quaker Hill

School was offered for sale by the
then Ontario County Board of Ed-
ucation. The three municipalities,
Uxbridge Town, Uxbridge Town-
ship and Scott Township, rented the
school from the board for $1 for use
as a museum which was to be oper-
ated by the Historical Society. This
was successful, and the next year,
the three municipalities bought the
school property for $15,000.

I was not the first curator. There
were two part-time curators for the
first years of the museum who
worked during the summer months.
I became curator in the early 1980s,
and worked from March to Novem-
ber. I was hired by the Township of
Uxbridge, and fortunately my salary
was paid over 12 months so I could
receive the Ontario Municipal Em-
ployees benefits.

Allan McGillivray
Zephyr

Letters to the Editor

Just as there aren’t an overwhelming number of candidates for the upcom-
ing municipal election, there aren’t an overwhelming number of election
signs out there on the roadsides. We’re not complaining, because we aren’t
huge fans of signage all over the place, temporary or otherwise. But we
have noticed that, of the signs we have seen, not a one has a candidate’s face
on it. 
Now, relying on name recognition alone is great when you’re Brad Pitt or

Lady Gaga. Sadly, none of our municipal candidates have yet to achieve
that kind of status. We need to attach a face to a name so that we can sort
out who’s who when checking off that ballot on October 24.
Fear not! The Cosmos is providing an excellent opportunity to learn who’s

who by putting on an All Candidates Forum at the Uxbridge Arena and
Community Centre next Monday, September 26, starting at 7 p.m.
sharp. The evening will, as always, be moderated by our own Ted Barris,
and everyone who is eligible to vote in the Township of Uxbridge is invited
to attend.

All ward councillor candidates have confirmed their attendance, as has
one regional chair candidate. One Durham District School Board candi-
date has confirmed, and both Durham Catholic District School Board will
be there. It will be a full slate of candidates, so come prepared for a tight
schedule and a full, interesting evening.
The Forum will be live streamed through Facebook and on the Cosmos

YouTube channel for those who cannot or wish not to attend in person.
(Masks wearing is optional and welcome for those who choose to wear one.
Masks will be available on site, as will hand sanitizer.)
Those who wish to ask candidates questions will have an opportunity to

do so during the Q & A portion of the evening. Please keep inquiries suc-
cinct and brief, in the interest of time. Readers are also invited to send
questions in prior to the event by emailing them to Lvann@thecosmos.ca

If you want to know who Candidate X is, come find out at the All Candi-
dates Forum next Monday night. We hope to see all your faces there.

Our two cents
Play the Face & Name Game next Monday night
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This column is not intended to be anti-In-
digenous, or anti-anyone, for that matter. It is
simply a reflection on a series of unfortunate
comments that were recently made by an In-
digenous person. 

I was irked by remarks made over the week-
end by Albert Dumont, an Indigenous poet
who serves as the City of Ottawa's poet laure-
ate. He was one of the speakers at a memorial
service for Queen Elizabeth II on Monday,
and offered that "I have a heart for people
when they lose somebody special.” But he ap-
parently couldn't leave it there. He contin-
ued, saying that "I also felt I needed to speak
about the horrors of the past monarchies, the
past monarchs and the brutality that was in-
volved."
The death of a monarch is not something

that happens every day or even every year. In
fact, it has been 70 years since the last
monarch died. A memorial service dedicated
to recognizing the Queen’s 70 years of unfail-
ing service and duty is no place to discuss past
or present grievances. 

By trying to tie Queen Elizabeth II’s monar-
chy to the Canadian government's imposition
of the residential school program, Dumont
appears to have no idea of neither Canadian
nor monarchal history. Not since the days of
Charles I has the monarchy enjoyed ultimate
power: that power passed to Parliament in
1649. And although various governments -
British and Canadian - pass laws and acts in
the name of the monarch, they (or their rep-
resentative) can only recommend changes to a
bill. No Governor General or monarch has
ever refused to give Royal Assent to a parlia-
mentary bill.
Dumont also said in an earlier interview

that he was horrified that Queen Victoria had
knighted John A. MacDonald, saying "I'll
never be able to understand that.” 
Maybe he should understand that the

monarch does not decide who gets a knight-
hood: the government of the day decides that.
The government presents the monarch with a
list of people they want to see honoured and
the monarch goes along. But as far as Du-
mont is concerned, Queen Victoria is directly
to blame for John A.’s honour.
This might be a good time to point out that

comedian Bill Maher had a recent segment
on the rise of "presentism" in our approach to
history. That means we judge past historical
figures and their actions based on today's val-
ues, morals and ways of thinking without tak-
ing into consideration the norms of the
society they lived in at the time. 

Dumont himself said "nobody is perfect,"
yet he and many others would see Sir John A.
discarded on the waste pile of history for his
role in the establishment of residential schools
while ignoring the fact that he also led the
country towards Confederation, built a na-
tional railroad, added large areas to Canada
and is generally recognized by historians as
one of the more important of Canada's prime
ministers.

I was also mildly offended when Dumont
referred to Queen Elizabeth II as "cute." For a
so-called poet, I would think he could have
come up with a more appropriate term than
"cute." How offended would he be if I re-
ferred to Governor General Mary Simon as
"cute?" Or Buffy Sainte-Marie or Kahn-
Tineta Horn or RoseAnne Archibald? Are
they "cute?" Would he think I was demeaning
them by using the term? All are strong
women fulfilling important roles in society,
and to fluff them off as being “cute” is disre-
spectful. In the spirit of Truth and Reconcilia-
tion, we all need to realize and react to the
fact that, going forward, respect should run
both ways.

Now many Indigenous people are calling on
King Charles III to "apologize" for the resi-
dential school system. Show me historically
what exactly he or his ancestors had to do
with it?
The death of Queen Elizabeth has called to

question the place of the monarchy in
Canada. And before both plebians and poet
laureates go spouting off about the sins of our
fathers, they should know a little about how
our constitutional monarchy works - it’s not
a matter of saying “no more British monarch
for us!” They should invest some time in a bit
of research on how our history has evolved
and discover who the perpetrators really were.
Because the informed don’t say cute things,
they say respectful, correct things.

Tell me, am I wrong?

I wasn’t expecting to be surprised. This partic-
ular public-speaking event seemed straight
forward. I’d arrived early and worked with the
tech guy to get my presentation ready. I’d met
with the bookseller to pre-inscribe some
books. While I sat watching people file in, a
face suddenly registered, and her name tag –
Jane Hutchison. She spotted me and came
right over.
“Hi, Ted,” she said with a smile. “I’m John

Dougall’s niece.”
“What are you doing here?” I asked as I gave

her a hug.
She said she was a longtime member of

Canadian Club of Halton and heard that I’d
been invited to speak about those who’d
served at sea in the Battle of the Atlantic (the
subject of my latest book). She said she didn’t
want to miss this event, since the subject was
near to her heart. Jane and I met several years
ago, when she found a batch of long-forgot-
ten letters that her uncle, John Birnie
Dougall, a wartime merchant sailor, had writ-
ten to his mother in Cornwall while he served
at sea during the Second World War.
“I’m sure these letters aren’t earth-shatter-

ing,” she said. “They’ve been tucked away in a
big plastic bin, pretty much forgotten.”
By coincidence, the night before my talk to

the Halton club, I’d inserted a section into
my speech about the dedication of young
merchant sailors during the war. How they’d
repeatedly gone to sea transporting fuel, food
and munitions to the U.K. despite the hor-
rendous toll taken by German U-boats sink-
ing merchant ship convoys on the North
Atlantic. During the war, if a man served in
the merchant navy, he had a one-in-eight
chance of being torpedoed and sunk – the
highest casualty rate of any Canadian services
(army, navy, air force, etc.) I’d used quota-
tions from John Birnie Dougall’s letters
home, the ones Jane had sent me.
“If I should (be sunk), don’t you fret,”

Dougall had written his mother in 1941. “If I
have to be splashing about in it, it is the way I
would want to go, always living with the
spirit of the sea.” Dougall did indeed lose his
life when his merchant ship, Gretavale, was
torpedoed and sunk in November of that
year. The happenstance meeting with Jane
gave my speech in Halton all the more mean-
ing for me and my audience.

This week, I’ve travelled through the Mar-
itimes with appearances on the south shore of
Nova Scotia, Halifax and Charlottetown. And
the coincidences have continued. On Sunday,
I travelled to LaHave River Books. The book
store not only offered an extraordinary array
of current titles, but every window in the
place overlooked picture postcard views of the
Atlantic. During my presentation there, Ber-
nice Hazzard suddenly appeared and threw
her arms around me. I’d interviewed her hus-
band, Howard Hazzard, wartime telegraphist
aboard HMCS Huron, just before he died in
London, Ont., in 2017. After he’d passed,
Bernice had moved to Nova Scotia, just down
the road from LaHave.
“Thank you for keeping the vets’ stories

alive,” she said.
Then, on Monday night, I spoke at the Art

Gallery of Nova Scotia in Halifax. The audi-
ence unexpectedly included friends and for-
mer neighbours Celia Klemenz and John
Frechette (recently moved from Claremont),
Bryan Fumerton (formerly of Uxbridge) and
my wife’s cousin Judie MacSween. We’d ex-
pected a larger audience that night, but since
that was the day of Queen Elizabeth’s funeral
(and a stat holiday in Nova Scotia) attendance
was limited. It didn’t matter to me. With so
many familiar faces, I felt right at home.
One of the flukes of working in media since

the 1970s and teaching journalism for nearly
20 years means that, sooner or later, working
journalists will cross paths. Earlier this week, I
rose pre-dawn on the south shore of Nova
Scotia and travelled into Halifax. I’d been in-
vited to appear on the local CTV morning
news/talk show broadcast across the Mar-
itimes. I was met at the stage door of the stu-
dio and was led to the green room (where
guests wait before going on air). I had arrived
at the studio early, so I watched the program
preceding my appearance. The face of one of
the female hosts, the weathercaster, looked fa-
miliar. When I arrived on set for my inter-
view, I was greeted by Lataevia Beezer. “I was
so nervous when I heard you were coming on
the show,” she said. “I was in your broadcast-
ing class at Centennial College.”
Coincidence is great fun when mixed with

pride.
For more Barris Beat columns, 

go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

A few degrees of separation

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Learn the facts, then pour forth



by Conrad Boyce,
Local Journalism Initiative Re-
porter

In this series about the properties
that belong to you, the taxpayer of
the Township of Uxbridge, so far
we’ve discussed our community halls,
libraries and museum. But now we’ll
switch from buildings to outdoor
recreational spaces, for the township

is blessed with a great variety of
parks, playing fields and of course,
trails (for which we were dubbed the
Trail Capital of Canada by the fed-
eral government in 2008 ).
Many of the trails in the rural areas

of Uxbridge are managed by conser-
vation authorities and other entities,
but the Township maintains more
than 30 km of trails within the urban
boundary, listed here in alphabetical
order. How many of these have you
walked? ey are: Barton Trail,
Brookdale Trail, Butternut Trail, the

Countryside Preserve, Ewen Trail,
the Historic Rotary Trail, John Mc-
Cutcheon Way (which includes a re-
furbished rail trestle bridge), Maple
Bridge Trail, O’Neil Trail, Quaker
Trail, South Balsam Trail, Wooden
Sticks Trail, and Kettle Pond Trail in
Goodwood. 
e largest of our public parks is the

Fields of Uxbridge, the former
grounds of the St. John’s School and
Kennedy House facility, a 111-acre
site which was acquired from the 

...continued on next page
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905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

The Township Empire: our parks, fields and trails



Parks and play in Uxbridge,
from previous page

Province of Ontario in 2008. It con-
tains the skatepark and pump park,
a new baseball diamond, multiple
soccer fields, and perhaps one day, a
new swimming pool (on the site of
the old school building).

Our oldest park is Elgin Park, a
beautiful green space first set aside in
the mid-19th century. Its 22 acres
can be very busy, as they were for the
recent Fall Fair, or quiet as a whisper,
early on a winter’s morning. e park
has everything from a bandshell  to a
series of workout stations, and will
soon have a fully accessible play-
ground, to which you can donate
through the Uxbridge Lions Club.
Elgin Park is also headquarters for
most of the Township’s summer
camps, which utilize the full range of
the municipality’s recreational spaces,
indoor and outdoor. And at Christ-
mas, it’s the site for the Optimist
Club’s Fantasy of Lights.
e great variety of Uxbridge parks

includes Centennial, behind the li-
brary, which has Uxbridge Brook
running beside it (and used to be the
site of the town dump!); Bonner
Fields, nestled north of Reach Street,
which includes the town’s only out-
door pickleball court; Veterans’ Me-
morial, on the eastern edge of Elgin
Pond; and Herrema Fields, east of
Barton Farms. ere are also several
small parkettes scattered through
town, most of them designated in
residential plans, and assumed by the
Township once the subdivisions were
opened. 
Each of our hamlets also has a fairly

substantial park. e community
halls are each beside one, while
Leaskdale’s is hidden to the north of
Harrison Drive. And Goodwood has
a second one, Harold Bell Memorial
Park, with a number of playing fields,
including beach volleyball. Speaking
of which, most outdoor sports have
places to play in Uxbridge, including
tennis (at the arena, Bonner Fields
and in Goodwood), lacrosse (on a
number of the soccer pitches), and
even basketball. Not to mention spe-
cial parks for splashers and off-leash
canines!

Management: All the above spaces
(as well as miscellaneous jobs like
emptying garbage cans and watering
hanging flower pots) are taken care
of by only six employees, on contract
from April through October. Come
winter, many of them move to the
arena, or to the roads department.
For late spring and summer, they are
assisted by a number of students,
mostly focussed on horticulture
(parks employees maintain the
grounds and flowers at all Township
properties) and camps. All are super-
vised by parks manager Courtney
Clarke and director Amanda Ferraro.

e parks have a multitude of uses,
and a corresponding multitude of

user organizations, most of which
play an active role in administration
and maintenance. For example, Parks
mows the grass on the pitches at the
Fields of Uxbridge, but the Soccer
Club paints the lines and puts to-
gether the very complicated practice
and game schedule. ere is a Trail
Committee which has played a huge
role in the development of the trail
system over the last couple of
decades, and continues to marshall
volunteers in its maintenance. Over

at Elgin Park, the Fair Board, al-
though naturally focussed on its sig-
nature event, donates its energy for
many other uses year-round, and
plays an advisory role in the ongoing
development of the park.

“We’ve had strong relationships
with most of these groups for a very
long time,” says Ferraro. “Uxbridge
is fortunate to have such a large park
and trail system in relation to its pop-
ulation, and its success has a lot to do
with these great partnerships.”

Funding:  Operationally, the parks
and trails will cost us about $1.07
million this year, mostly on salaries
and maintenance. at will be bal-
anced by about $128,000 in rev-
enues, mostly from user fees to soccer
and softball players. On the capital
side, $2.2 million in improvements
were planned for this season: im-
provements in lighting, fences,
bridges, irrigation. Grants from sen-
ior government will contribute more
than $1.2 million to that expense.

e Oval: If you’ve walked the
perimeter of Elgin Park, from Water
Street up the hill, then down to Main
Street and over to the parking lot by
the bandshell, you may have noticed
that the path has an oval shape.
ere’s a good reason for that: for
decades, the park had a race track!
You can see some great photos of it
at the Historical Centre; race day at
Elgin Park was quite the social occa-
sion.
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by Justyne Edgell

e popular Book Drunkard Fall
Festival, hosted by Blue Heron
Books, is just around the corner.
With 14 different events, the festival
will run from Oct. 5 to Nov. 14, in a
variety of venues across Uxbridge.

Blue Heron Books owner Shelley
Macbeth says she’s “so excited this
year’s festival will return to in-person
gatherings and we’ve gathered some
incredible talent from across the

globe to celebrate!”
e first event will see the long-

awaited conclusion to the New York
Times bestselling book Beartown,
with Swedish author Fredrik Back-
man, author of A Man Called Ove.
Store favourite Terry Fallis will dis-
cuss Backman’s new novel, e Win-
ners. Backman is only making two
stops in Canada and this event is one
of them! 

Giller Prize nominee for Fall On
Your Knees and As the Crow Flies,

Ann-Marie MacDonald will return,
with Fayne, “a tale of science, magyk,
love and identity.”

ree different Indigenous story-
tellers will share their work, includ-
ing seven-time Stanley Cup winner,
Bryan Trottier, who will discuss his
new bio, All Roads Home with sports-
caster Stephen Brunt.

e Cosmos’ own award-winning
Ted Barris will chat with Fallis about
Battle of the Atlantic, Barris’ newest
addition to the Canadian history cat-
alogue.
And it’s not only books and authors.

“Foodies will be well sated with two
Book Drunkard events,” says Mac-

beth.
e Fig Kitchen will dish an

evening with author Hannah Sun-
derani as she presents her French-in-
spired vegan recipes as featured in her
Two Spoons. e Urban Pantry
Restaurant will prepare food as
Deirdre Buryk, author of Peak Sea-
son, shows how to make the most of
seasonal Ontario produce.

While many of these events are
ticketed, there are three free events
for anyone to enjoy. Local authors
Alie and Hejsa Christensen will
launch their first novel, Stealing John
Hancock. Jeremy John will launch
e Strange Grave of Mikey Dunbar

and Other Stories to Make You Poop
Your Pants, a creepy collection of
spooky short stories for ages 8 – 80.
And Canadian indie publisher Bib-
lioasis will introduce an evening of
“Small Stories/Big Ideas” at Slabtown
Cider, a gift to purchasers of the ‘Top
Flight’ ticket package. With this
package, attendees receive five events
at premier venues and five of the
hottest fiction choices this season to
set up that “to be read” pile for the
fall. e package also includes a
Book Drunkard cushion, tote, book
light and an invitation to an exclusive
cocktail party at Slabtown featuring
the authors of Biblioasis. Tickets are

also available to
be purchased in-
dividually. 

“All ticketed
events are offered
book-in and pre-
senting authors
will be available
to sign copies of
their books on
site,” says Mac-
beth.  
For more infor-

mation, tickets,
and for the full
festival schedule,
visit bookdrunk-
ard.com 
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Belly up to the bookstore – the Book Drunkard Festival returns



by Roger Varley

It was only the first game of a
42-game season, but the
Uxbridge Bruins' performance
at the arena on Friday night
held a lot of promise for the
fans as the team downed their
arch-rivals, the Port Perry
LumberJacks, 4-3 in overtime.
Opening the 2022-23 season

of the PJHL's Junior C Orr
Division with a typical
Uxbridge-Port Perry matchup,
the teams traded goals
throughout the game, with
only seven penalties called.
Despite the score, goaltenders
Nick Acciaccaferri of the Bru-
ins and Cameron Hansen of
the LumberJacks turned in ter-
rific performances, with both
making several great saves.

Newcomer Noah Button
opened the scoring less than
two minutes into the game
when he stole the puck off a
Port Perry defender and
streaked in to notch an unas-
sisted marker. e visitors
came back to tie the score near
the midway point of the first
period, but the Bruins finished
the period one goal ahead after
Travis Winder scored on a
power play with two minutes
left on the clock. Assists went
to Jake Rigillo and Nic Colan-
gelo.

In the second, the Lumber-
Jacks' Rudy Heezen beat Ac-
ciaccaferri with a shot over the
right shoulder, but Anthony
Lamanna regained the lead
two minutes later, assisted by
Blake Edgerton and Quinn
Meek.
e only goal in the third pe-

riod was Port Perry's marker at
the 6:17 mark, leading to a
seven-minute, three-on-three
overtime period. At the 4:53
mark of overtime, Button, on
his knees against the end
boards, passed the puck to
Alex Hyde in front of the net,
who blasted it past Hansen for
the win.

Button and his linemates
Colangelo and Winder were
impressive throughout the
game, with Button being cho-
sen by the Cosmos as the Bru-
ins' top player. Dale Faubert
was selected for the Lumber-
Jacks.

With no COVID-19 restric-
tions or protocols in place for
the first time in two years, ap-
proximately 300 fans turned
out for the game. e Bruins
return to action tomorrow
(Friday) night at the arena
when they host the Clarington
Eagles at 7:45 p.m.
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We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting
together to build our
network of business
connections, helping

each other be
successful.

uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

Across
1  Leave a mark
5  Deli loaf
8  Arsenal stockpile
12  Place for a pig
13  Boar
14  Certain tide
15  Pavarotti solo
16  Sharer's word
17  British general in America
18  Chance
20  Nausea inducing medicine
22  Triangular sail
23  Musical "G"
24  Grave robbers
27  Underside of a building
31  Is unwell
32  Sworn declaration
33  Lawn grass
36  Rundown
38  Welcome site
39  Stripling
40  Ravel classic
43  Climb a hill
47  Golf club
48  Warmed the bench
50  Medicinal berry
51  Disappeared
52  Clinch
53  Bollywood superstar actor, last 
name

54  Plenty
55  Sloppy digs
56  Ages and ages

Down
1  Train in boxing
2  "The Last of the Mohicans" girl
3  Like
4  Realignments
5  Parallelograms with four equal 
sides

6  One to thank
7  Leave
8  Light sponge dessert (3 words)
9  Essential part
10  The wise men
11  Oil decision makers
19  Content of some barrels
21  Dairy farm sound
24  Predatory fish
25  Speed
26  Antique
28  Something everyone starts 
doing

29  Common contraction
30  Pronoun
34  Rowboat need
35  Upper eyelid droop
36  Granite colored
37  Owns
40  Paper money
41  Creme-filled cookie
42  Certain apartment
44  Lingering trace
45  Leavened bread of India
46  Rackets
49  Play division

UXBRIDGE WARM HEARTS NEEDS YOUR 
DONATIONS! CLEAN THOSE CLOSETS, GET
READY FOR WINTER, AND BRING NEW OR

GENTLY USED CLEAN WINTER COATS,
SNOW PANTS, BOOTS, HATS, MITTS &

SCARVES TO WASH WORX LAUNDROMAT
OR THE UXBRIDGE COSMOS OFFICE!

CAR OF THE WEEK - Last Thursday’s
Cruise In Feature of the week was a bright
green and black 1970 Road Runner 383-
4spd, owned by Ron Broad from Holland
Landing. Come out to Elgin park at 5 p.m.!   

Submitted photo

Promising start to season for Bruins
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SERVICES
PROPERTY AND GARDEN CARE SERV-
ICES Happy Yards is here to care for your prop-
erty and gardens! Services include trimming,
weeding, garden planning, planting, mulching,
raking and chainsaw services. Trail planning,
development and maintenance also available,
and much more! Call Sean for a consult 416-
804-0639.   10/6
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We
specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too
small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2 year written warranty, free esti-
mates. For all your outside upgrades & projects,
contact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY Family Por-
traits Headshots, Product or Wedding
Photography. Web Design. Located in
Uxbridge. Text Stephen at 905-424-9520. Email
info@wrightwebphoto.com or visit wright-
webphoto.com  Your Best Shot!   10/27
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, cal-
louses & corns. Veterans welcome. Total Com-
fort Care 416-274-6765.   10/27
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll
love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls
Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  9/29   
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service
with Quality Results”. Interlocking, lawn
cutting, landscaping, spring and fall clean ups,
tree/hedge trimming. Follow on Instagram -
lawn_slide_services - contact Noah, 647-523-
6730 or email lawnslide@gmail.com  Serving
Uxbridge and surrounding area.   9/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING

SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her reliability
and detailed professionalism. Property Services
/ Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-
Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
email  hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge  9/29
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing, seamless eavestrough,
landscaping, electrical, plumbing, post re-
builders, mold, kitchen & bath, basements, pot
lights, stonework, cement, all roofing,
demolition. Arborist. Drywall & painting.
Licensed. 52 years experience. Senior discount..
905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).    9/29

FOR RENT
FURNISHED BEDROOM with access to rest
of house. Parking, laundry, meals incl.
$850/month + $500 security deposit. Zephyr
Rd. For more information, call 905-852-5403.   

WANTED
CUSTOMER SERVICE/JUNIOR
ACCOUNTING, LIV BUILDING PRODUCTS
INC. Answer incoming calls and customer
service inquiries for decking products
distribution company. Preparing sales orders,
invoicing, office filing, data entry and maintain
office. Knowledge of Quick books business
software, some accounting knowledge and
excel is preferred. Flexible hours. 416-723-5448
or email martina@livbp.com   10/6
PART-TIME SERVERS with Universal Wings
& Burgers.  Smart Serve required. Apply at
Universal Wings & Burgers (Uxbridge location)
or send resume to wingsburgers37@gmail.com   

FOR SALE
UTILITY TRAILER As new. 42”W x 62” L.
Spare tire. $600. 905-640-6815.   9/22

YARD SALES
MOVING SALE House contents, all
furnishings must go. Great deals on good stuff.
Sat., Sept. 24, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 83 Joseph St.,
Uxbridge. 

EVENTS
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION is holding in-person meetings at
10 a.m. every other Sunday. Our next one is
Sept. 18. Whether experienced or new to
meditation, all are welcome.  Location is Blue
Heron Studio. Email Gail:
ghorner550@gmail.com   9/29
ATTENTION ALL SENIORS: Progressive
Euchre, 2nd Tuesday of each month. Sept. -
June. Uxbridge Legion, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Cost
$2, on now!
MUSICFEST IS BACK AT REACHVIEW
VILLAGE. Since 1993, we have been
entertaining residents with all kinds of music,
dancing, joke-telling once a month on the first
Sunday at 10 - 11 a.m. For more info please
contact jo at 905-852-6487. 
FASHION SHOW AND DESSERT: Thurs.,
Sept. 29, 7 p.m. Sponsored by Bethesda Reach
Women’s Institute, featuring fall fashions by
Brock’s of Port Perry. Tickets $20. Call 905-852-
5284 or 905-852 -4024. Proceeds to support
local scholarship projects.
100 WOMEN WHO CARE UXBRIDGE
Come join us Thursday, Sept. 29, Uxbridge
Legion, 7 p.m. For more information, visit
100womenuxbridge.ca

FOUND
MAN’S RING near Uxbridge Post Office. Call
the Uxbridge Cosmos office to claim. Must be
able to answer detailed questions. 905-852-
1900.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“God is our refuge and
strength, an ever-present
help in trouble.”  

Psalm 46:1
www.g-a-s.ca 

gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 
647-212-2275 

Like us on Facebook

Lindsay Estate 
Online Auction 

Furniture, Antiques, and 
Restored 1974 Camaro 

Sept. 15-22, 7 pm soft close 
Consign your quality items 

to Gillanders today.



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

e world lost a hard-working, ded-
icated servant when Queen Elizabeth
II died on Sept. 8. Uxbridge lost its
own hard-working, dedicated servant
when Shirley Vance passed away one
day earlier, on Sept. 7.

Vance was a well-known volunteer
in Uxbridge, giving her time and ef-
forts to many different organizations,
namely the Uxbridge Hospital Aux-
iliary and the IODE (Imperial Order
of the Daughters of the Empire). She
was also an active member of the
Uxbridge Lions Club and of Com-
munity Care Durham.

“‘I can do that, just leave it with
me.’ at’s who Shirley was. She
never said no,” said Sandra Will at a
memorial that was held last Friday,
Sept. 16, at the Uxbridge Seniors
Centre. Many of the more than 80
people attending the memorial nod-
ded their heads in agreement with
Will’s statement.

Hard-working and dedicated

weren’t the only two words used to
describe Vance. Auxiliary president
Teri Murphy said “it was impossible
to sum up everything Shirley did in
the 35 years she was part of the Aux-
iliary, 25 as a member of the execu-
tive. She wasn’t only our treasurer,

she was our historian, too.”
Eileen Ball from the IODE revealed

that Vance was active in the organi-
zation for 30 years, and should be
looked to as a “wonderful example.”
It was also noted during the memo-

rial that, when not working or vol-
unteering for an organization, Vance
drove dialysis patients to their ap-
pointments and helped women try-
ing to leave abusive situations.

“at’s why she was always late for
things,” quipped Vance’s daughter,
Cheryl Reynolds. “She was too
busy!”  
Born in 1934, Vance was the eldest

of nine children. She met her hus-
band, Ron (predeceased), at Mount
Pleasant Cemetery, where she
worked as a bookkeeper for 51 years.
Combining their families, they had
five children between them. Outside
of her volunteer life, Vance was an
accomplished seamstress and an avid

five-pin bowler. 
Vance leaves behind daughter

Cheryl, son Wayne, nine grandchil-
dren and 10 great-grandchildren.

On the Auxiliary’s Facebook page,
former mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor
wrote, “A picture of Shirley should be
beside the word ‘volunteer’.”
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3 Brock Street West

DON’T BE A WEENIE - 
TRY OUR DELICIOUS HOMEMADE SAUSAGES!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

CLARK, Je�rey
It is with heavy hearts and great sadness 
that we announce the sudden passing of 
Je� Clark on September 12, 2022, age 
57. He was known by many names: 
husband, father, brother, uncle, friend, 
and to his closest friends Snake, 
Chummer and Barney. Predeceased by 
his father Ralph. He is survived by many 
loving individuals, including his mother 
Betty Ann, his wife Mary, his son 

Nathan, his sister Denise and his brothers Trevor (Sue), Steve (late Susan) 
and Pat (Tammy). His memory lives on in his nieces and nephews, 
Shannon, Sydney, Micheal, Michelle, Austin, Carter, Chrissy and Ashley.  
  
Je� worked for Zehrs markets for 40 years and was an integral part of the 
community there. His love of baseball, hockey and cream corn will always 
be remembered. In his younger years, he was a prominent member of the 
Gorgon foundation, as well as director for the Big Brothers association of 
North Durham. 
  
He will be sadly missed and will always hold a place in our hearts. A 
celebration of life has been scheduled for Sunday, September 25, from 
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Scrambles Kitchen and Bar at the Foxbridge 
Golf Course. All are welcome to stop by and have some of his favourite 
grub and share your favourite memories of Je�. Food and drink will be 
provided.  
  
In lieu of �owers, contributions in memory of Je� can be made to the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the Low & Low Funeral Home, 23 Main Street South, Box 
388, Uxbridge L9P 1M8 (905-852-3073).  For online condolences, please 
visit www.lowandlow.ca

Uxbridge loses ‘dedicated,’ ‘hard-working’ volunteer

Shirley Vance, an active volunteer in
Uxbridge for over 30 years, died Sept. 7.
Photo from Uxbridge Hospital Auxiliary website

Let’s Fund Your Happy Place
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R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 
www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 

75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-4338 • Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor®

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor®

Marie Persaud 
Realtor®

Gwen Layton 
Realtor®

Shane Coxworth 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 416-500-6377

1159 STEWART LINE, CAVAN 
Under construction. 2-storey custom built,  

4 beds, 6 baths home on a private 100 acre lot. 
Finished walkout basement with a separate shop 

below the 3 car garage. $3,200,000.

FO
R 

SALE

Shane Coxworth, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 905-903-7965

BOBCAYGEON AREA! 
2+1 bed, 2 bath home within minutes to 
downtown Bobcaygeon. Detached 2 car 
heated garage on just over half an acre.  

Listed for sale at $619,950 

FO
R 

SALE

MOVE-IN READY CONDO 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, balcony, 

storage, available Nov. 1. 1 parking spot. 
Offered for lease at $2900 per month 

plus utilities.

Gwen Layton, Realtor® 
www.GwenLayton.ca 

Cell: 647-991-3276

Sometimes you might have to wait 
for that right buyer to come along 

who appreciates all the little things  
you've done.

Marie Persaud, Realtor® 
www.MariePersaud.ca 

Cell: 416-970-8979

Judy Esmonde, Broker 
www.JudyEsmonde.com 

Cell: 416-677-8709

Gerald Lawrence, Realtor® 
www.MultipleListings.ca 

Cell: 416-556-0238

1 bed, 1 bath 1st floor condo. 
Approx 837sq.ft. open concept.  

Large covered balcony.  
Quick walk into town and trails.

I have clients looking for a home in 
Uxbridge: 3 bedroom, 2 bath, double car 

garage, 2 storey or bungalow 
Call Judy today if you are thinking 

of selling...

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com 
The Global Luxury Difference

WANTED
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