
COLOURFUL SEN-TREES - Trees decked out in the colours of autum line a laneway on Conc. 6. Foliage in the area is expected to hit peak colours by this weekend. 
Photo by John Cavers

by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

As the Cosmos discussed last week, the 2023
Township of Uxbridge budget is in its forma-
tive stages now, as staff tweaks this year’s num-
bers to reflect your ever-changing priorities.
The new council members, to be elected on
Oct. 24, will begin public consultation on the
budget soon after taking office, with a view to
finalizing the budget as the new year begins.
Based on those final numbers, the Township
will set its property tax rate. 

To repeat the breakdown from the first taxa-
tion story a few weeks ago, the two levels of
municipal government, as well as the school
districts, are primarily funded by property
taxes, although every municipality has other

revenue streams in varying proportions, such
as user fees and grants from senior government.
The Township generated local property taxes
in 2021 from the following property classifica-
tions: 84 per cent residential, eight per cent
commercial, four per cent industrial, two per
cent farmland and two per cent other. 

The lower tier municipality, in this case the
Township of Uxbridge, collects the property
tax for the school districts and Region of
Durham, and distributes it in varying propor-
tion according to the source. In 2022, 58 per
cent of residential taxes went to the Region, 14
per cent to the school districts, 28 per cent to
the Township. In the case of commercial/indus-
trial taxes, 43 per cent went to the Region, 35
per cent to education and 22 per cent stayed
here with the Township.

The amount you pay on your property varies
each year depending on two principal factors:
the taxation rates assessed by each of the three
taxing entities, and the value of your residential
or commercial property, as assessed by the Mu-
nicipal Property Assessment Corporation, a
provincial agency. 

The Township budget can be easily broken
down into two portions: the operating budget,
which as the name suggests, covers the day-to-
day business of running a municipality (dis-
cussed last week), and the capital budget,
which funds significant improvements to the
Township’s physical assets, whether it be a side-
walk, a baseball diamond, the roof of the Foster
Memorial, or a fire truck.

...continued on page 9

Budget prep begins before new council voted in

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

CAREFREE 
CONDO 

LIFESTYLE
1,000 sq.ft., 2 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, balcony, 
storage. Available 

November 1. 
1 parking spot.

Offered for lease at $2900 
per month plus utilities.

A place of the seniors’ own  •  Bruins finally notch a win  •  Real change for climate change
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www.comFLEX.ca

Patrick Bryant 
Broker of Record  

905-439-2033

Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers under contract

Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250
Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate. 
Highlights of what I can do for you:
• Self Employed                • Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages        • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063 

Mortgage maturing? Mortgage refinancing? 
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for the Month of 

October, 2022  
All regularly scheduled Council/Committee 

Meetings are in recess until the inaugural 
meeting of Council on Monday,  

November 21, 2022. 
Wednesday, October 19 

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
MEETING, 7:00 p.m.  
Monday, October 24 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY  
Proclamations for October 

Oct. 9-15 – Fire Prevention Week 
October - Neurodiversity Education and 

Neurodivergent Acceptance Month 
2022 – Year of the Garden

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required for these positions are 

available at https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers/  
Current Opportunities 

Public Works – Winter Maintenance, Contract 
Closes October 18, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 

Crossing Guards - Closing Date Extended  
Board and Committee Appointment Opportunities 

2022 Santa Claus Parade Committee - Closing Date Extended  
�e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer in accordance with the Accessibility for 
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). �e Township of 
Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the recruitment and selection and/or assessment process 
to applicants with disabilities and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is 
collected under the authority of �e Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

Attention All Pet Owners!  
Please help keep our community clean by 
picking up after your dogs, and keeping them 
leashed at all times other than when visiting the 
o�-leash dog park. Not only is it the responsible 
thing to do, it’s also the polite thing to do. Let’s 
continue to keep Uxbridge a clean and safe 
environment we can all enjoy!

What’s Coming Up at the Uxbridge 
Historical Centre

Time to Renew Your Burn Permit 
www.uxbridge.ca/fire

Road Closures 
• Planks Lane from Marietta St. to Franklin St. will be closed to tra�c 

and to sidewalk use for road reconstruction between July 13 - October 
19, 2022. 

• Lake Ridge Road (Reg. Rd. 23) from 100m north of Myrtle Road 
(Reg. Rd. 5) to 1.6 km north of Chalk Lake Road will be minor tra�c 
delays for construction work between August 22, 2022 – September 
2023. 

• York/Durham Line (Reg. Rd. 30) from north of Durham Reg. Rd. 
39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Rd., East Gwillimbury 
will be closed for bridge repairs, to 2024.
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*NOTE:     Nominations were received in the Clerk’s o�ce of the Region of Durham, 605 Rossland Road E, Whitby, ON 
**NOTE:    Nominations were received in the Clerk’s o�ce of the Township of Scugog, 181 Perry Street, Port Perry ON 
***NOTE:  Nominations were received in the City Clerk Services, City of Oshawa, 50 Centre Street S, Oshawa, ON  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, by By-law Number 2021- 050, Council authorized an alternative voting method known as VOTE BY MAIL, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Municipal Elections Act, S.O. 1996, as amended.   
On October 3rd a VOTE-BY MAIL KIT was mailed by Canada Post to each person who has quali�ed to be on the Voters’ List. �e Vote-by Mail Kit will contain a voting instruction sheet, a 
composite ballot, ballot secrecy envelope, a voter declaration form and a yellow return envelope with prepaid postage.  
Persons added to the Voters’ List after October 7th, 2022, may pick up their Mail-in Voting Kit during regular o�ce hours (8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m.) at Town Hall at the time they are added to the 
Voters’ List. �e Township will also be open for extended hours. 
BY MAIL, the voter: 
• upon receipt of the Vote-by Mail Kit, should complete the ballot, place it in the ballot secrecy envelope and seal the envelope;  
• then should complete the voter declaration form and place it, together with the sealed ballot secrecy envelope in the yellow prepaid return envelope, seal and return by regular mail.  
Please Note:  �e last date to mail the yellow prepaid return envelope to guarantee delivery is October 13, 2022.   
BY BALLOT RETURN STATION 
Voters who choose not to use the mail may deposit their ballots at the Ballot Return Station located at the Township of Uxbridge on the dates and times indicated below:  
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. or the red drop box in front of Town Hall is a secure place where you can drop o� your ballot 24/7 up until October 24 at 8:00 p.m.  
Extended o�ce hours will be as follows:  
a) Saturday, October 15, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
b) �ursday, October 20, 2022, from 4:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
c) Saturday, October 22, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
d) Monday, October 24, 2022, (Voting Day) from 8:30 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.  
No PROXY or ADVANCE VOTING PROVISIONS other than BALLOT RETURN STATIONS are applicable with respect to the Municipal Election being conducted in accordance with By-
law Number 2021-050.  
Further information related to these requirements or any other information related to the Municipal Election in the Township of Uxbridge may be obtained from the Clerk’s o�ce by calling 905-
852-9181 or by visiting Uxbridge.ca/elections.  
Dated the 4th day of October 2022.   
Debbie Leroux 
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk and Election Returning O�cer

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE 
NOTICE OF VOTE - 2022 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

NOTICE is hereby given to the Municipal Electors of the TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE 
WHEREAS more candidates have been nominated to each of the following o�ces than the number required to �ll such o�ces:

O�ce  
Mayor  
Regional Councillor 
 
Ward 1 Councillor  
 
Ward 2 Councillor  
 
Ward 3 Councillor  
 
 
Ward 4 Councillor  
Ward 5 Councillor  
 
 
Regional Chair*  
 
 
 
English Language Durham District School Board** 
 
English Language Durham Catholic District School Board 
 
Le Conseil Scolaire Viamonde*** 
 
 
Le Conseil Scolaire Catholique MonAvenir***

Certi�ed candidates  
Dave BARTON - Acclaimed  
Jack BALLINGER  
Bruce GARROD  
Pamela BEACH 
Dominic MORRISSEY  
Patrick MOLLOY  
Gordon SHREEVE  
John HADDOCK 
J.P. HEROLD  
Zed PICKERING 
Willie POPP – Acclaimed  
Erin JONES  
Christine MCKENZIE  
Todd SNOOKS 
Laurie BLAIND MACKIE  
John HENRY 
Peter NEAL 
Kurdil-Telt PATCH  
Gordon BAXTER 
Carolyn MORTON 
Richard DAMIANOPOULOS 
Tim ROBINS  
Kristine DANDAVINO  
Serge PAUL 
 
Marcellin KWILU MONDO-Acclaimed 

Members to be elected  
One (1) to be elected by all electors in the Township of Uxbridge 
One (1) to be elected by all electors in the Township of Uxbridge 
 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD ONE (1) 
 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD TWO (2) 
 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD THREE (3) 
 
 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD FOUR (4) 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD FIVE (5) 
 
 
One (1) to be elected by all electors in the Region of Durham 
 
 
 
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Townships of 
Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock 
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Townships of 
Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock 
One (1) Trustee to be elected by all french public electors in the Region of 
Durham, the Counties of Haliburton, Northumberland and Peterborough, and 
the Cities of Kawartha Lakes, Peterborough and Quinte West. 
One (1) Trustee to be elected by all french catholic electors in the Region of 
Durham, the Counties of Northumberland and Peterborough and the Cities of 
Kawartha Lakes, Peterborough and Quinte West. 

Uxbridge at a Glance continued
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I write this letter as a concerned cit-
izen of Uxbridge, as the parish
priest at St. Paul’s Anglican Church
here in Uxbridge, and as a founding
member of the Uxbridge Coalition
Against Poverty. 
It seems that with every disaster in

our town, from the tornado earlier
in the year to the recent fire on
Brock Street, that the lack of afford-
able housing in our town comes to
the fore. This is a real issue that
continues to need attention so that
those who are most vulnerable and
on the margins of our community
are safely and adequately housed.   
This is an election issue as we pre-

pare to elect a new town council. I
hope and pray that the candidates
will take it seriously not only when
there is a tragedy and not only dur-
ing their campaign, but once they
are elected as well.
Poverty, although it is hidden, is a

reality in our town. There are indi-
viduals who are couch surfing with
family and friends, those who have
no choice but to live in their cars,
parents moving in with their chil-
dren, adult children moving back in
with their parents and those who
are also finding refuge in tents deep
in the forests around our town. 
Mahatma Gandhi said, “the true

measure of any society can be found
in how it treats its most vulnerable
members.” Based on what I see hap-
pening in our town’s approach to
those who are poor and precariously
housed, we aren’t measuring up. I
hope that changes soon with a new
council elected later this month.
I have been told on several occa-

sions that issues related to housing
fall under the umbrella of the Re-

gion of Durham and not the local
town council. While this may well
be true based on finances, I don’t
believe it will be seen as something
the region needs to pay attention to
unless any request for action comes
with the support of the town coun-
cil. I plead with our mayor and
council to become active partners in
this important work. The citizens of
Uxbridge are voicing how impor-
tant this issue is. Please listen and,
more importantly, respond so that
together we can work on lessening
the impact of poverty here in
Uxbridge.
Over the past four years, Uxbridge

town council has supported the
work of the Aging Committee, rec-
ognizing that this demographic in
our town has needs that were not
being met. I would urge our mayor
and the upcoming council to estab-
lish a similar working group to ad-
dress the issues of poverty and those
who cannot find affordable hous-
ing. By so doing, you will be indi-
cating the priority this issue and
that you are on board with finding
solutions. Far too often at council I
hear the reasons why we can’t do
something, whatever the issue be-
fore us might be. I think instead
that we need the council to begin
asking what can we do?

I look forward to being part of any
movement in partnership with our
municipal government that will do
something tangible. 

Rev. Mark Kinghan
St. Paul’s Anglican Church

The Thomas Foster Memorial com-
mittee would like to thank everyone
for their support during the 2022

concerts and the silent auction,
with the assistance of Mike Burns
and Andrew Heathcote - without
them it would not have been possi-
ble.
The donors to the Silent Auction

were:  Boston Pizza, Vinces, Urban
Pantry, Roxy Theatre, Township of
Uxbridge, Zephyr Missionary
Church, Pat Asling, Trail Town
Dental, Corn Maze, Silver Soul
Quilt Co., New Wave Dentistry,
Peaveymart, Pet Valu , Alison von
Criegern, Sandra Cole Burke Paint-
ing, Joe Toby, Kathy Jetten, Dou-
glas MacKenzie. My apologies if we
have missed anyone.
The silent auction was very suc-

cessful and very well supported by
the businesses and the guests at the
concerts.
Thank you to everyone and see

you in 2023!
Bev Northeast
Friends of the 

Thomas Foster Memorial 

Re: "A blonde moment’” Oct. 6

The writer hit the nail on the head
with regard to extremely impatient
drivers who quite obviously don't
care about endangering anyone's
and/or anything's life, apparently
including their own. As she indi-
cated in her well written column,
WAIT A FEW SECONDS; it
won't kill you to do so.
One other note to add as far as

sharing the road is concerned is the
ongoing, mind-boggling, staggering
number of rude and/or ignorant bi-
cyclists who take up the width of (at 

...continued on page 7

Letters to the Editor

Early last Thursday morning, Ron Houston, chair of the board of directors
for North House, spoke to the Rotary Club of Uxbridge (of which this
newspaper’s editor is a member) about the work the Uxbridge Coalition
Against Poverty is doing. He and Sean Astop from St. Andrew’s-Chalmers
had statistic upon statistic proving the dire situation of poverty right here
in Uxbridge. They hastened to point out that the tornado in May and the
fire last month didn’t suddenly cause homelessness and poverty - they ex-
isted way before any trees blew down. But it took trees and smoke to make
it a little more clear to many that poverty and homelessness do indeed
occur right here in our supposedly idyllic little town.
Now, we don’t normally address a Letter to the Editor in the same issue as

it’s published, but we think this week deserves an exception. Rev. Mark
Kinghan of St. Paul’s Anglican Church writes a letter than implores both
those who want to be elected and those who do the electing to think about
what next steps can and should be taken with regards to poverty in our
township. We agree with Rev. Kinghan - it is an election issue, but it hasn’t
been spoken about nearly enough. Affordable housing and its availability
was barely touched up during our all candidates’ forum last month. This is
a worry.
Times are tough for many of us right now, and we needn’t go through the

list of reasons why. But for many who are right in our midst, times are dire.
And we caused this situation by turning our backs on it. 
It isn’t enough for poverty to be an election issue - it needs to be an ongo-

ing concern that gets real, tangible attention and real, tangible results.
Coalitions and working groups are excellent beginnings, but they have to
have participation from everyone. This problem cannot be left to a govern-
ment or a group of socially conscious individuals who want to make a hor-
rible situation better. We have to stop expecting others to fix a problem, we
must fix the problem. The first step to fixing poverty here in Uxbridge
would be to face the fact that it very much exists. Have a think as to why it
exists, then contact UCAP at uxbridgepovertycoalition@gmail.com to learn
how you can erase a problem that, ideally, never should have existed in the
first place. 

Our two cents
Poverty is the problem, you are the solution

Publisher/Editor: Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905-852-1900 
Advertising/Sales: 905-852-1900 
 
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6 
E-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca    Web site: Thecosmos.ca 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.   
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of 
The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a 
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reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in adver-
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and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

9,600 copies of the 
Cosmos are published 
each Thursday in the 
Township of Uxbridge 
and delivered by 
Canada Post.



Thursday, October 13, 20225The Uxbridge Cosmos

Last Friday's home game at the arena,
which saw the Uxbridge Bruins take on the
Georgina Ice, was the first Bruins' home
game to be live-streamed on YouTube.
This season, the Provincial Junior Hockey

League has instituted a program of live-
streaming as many local games as possible.
Not all games are telecast live, as some
teams still have to get the equipment in
place.
On the face of it, it seems like a good idea.

You can sit in the relative comfort - and
warmth - of your living room and watch the
local lads in action. It's not quite the same
as actually being in the arena, but it might
be appealing to some seniors who find the
arena too cold or when the weather is a bit
too stormy.
But what effect will it have on the team?

Having been to almost every Bruins home
game for the last 17 years, I've become fa-
miliar with those fans who are always there
to cheer on their team. Many of them have
been attending home games for more years
than that. And Uxbridge usually has decent-
sized attendance at its games. However, if a
good number of them decide to stay home
and watch the game on YouTube, what hap-
pens to the Bruins' ticket revenues? On top
of that, with fewer fans in attendance, rev-
enues from the club's 50-50 draw will also
be reduced. If there is a significant revenue
drop, what will that mean to the Bruins? As
an aside, the proprietor of the snack bar
could also see revenue drop.

There are other drawbacks to the telecast.
For one, Peter Ovens, who has been filming
Bruins games for several years, will be oper-
ating the camera and he will do a good job.
But he is not a professional cameraman. As
well, viewers will see only what the one
camera shows on screen, whereas fans in the
stands can cast their gaze anywhere they
want. Is there some action going on behind
the play? Is a forward sneaking into position
for a long break-away pass? Veteran hockey
fans know you don't just watch the puck.

In 17 years, I was only hit by the puck
once. It came over the glass and bounced

against my foot. No injury, no pain. But the
powers-that-be decided that, for safety rea-
sons, the crowd should be protected from
flying pucks with the installation of netting
between the seats and the ice surface. But
there are unintended consequences. The
Bruins had to drop its popular chuck-a-
puck event - another revenue source - be-
cause the netting interfered with the
chucking. Young kids loved to take part in
that little bit of fun, but it's now long gone.
Not only that, but young fans would scram-
ble to pick up an errant puck for a keep-
sake. Not anymore.
The netting also brought an end to an-

other long-standing tradition: the teddy
bear toss. At one game every year, just be-
fore Christmas, the Bruins would ask fans
to throw teddy bears onto the ice when
Uxbridge scored its first goal. The number
of bears thrown was always well over 100
and all the toys were donated to the
Uxbridge toy drive. Hello netting, goodbye
bears!
Now, it is quite possible that the township

could rig up some kind of device to lower
the netting to enable the chuck-a-puck and
teddy bear tosses to take place - (if memory
serves me correctly, they do that at the
Georgina Ice Palace) - but I wouldn't hold
my breath. I've mentioned this possibility
to Bruins execs over the past couple of
years, but I haven't seen any moves in that
direction.
I remember attending an exhibition game

between the Chicago Black Hawks and De-
troit Red Wings years ago in a hockey rink
in St. Catharines. The rink was not much
bigger than the Uxbridge rink. We fans did
not sit there in terror, wondering if a Stan
Mikita shot was going to come whistling
into the stands. We felt as though we were
close to the action, almost a part of it. I un-
derstand the need for some safety measures,
but it seems to me that moving the fans fur-
ther and further away from the action,
whether it be netting or telecasts, is not the
way to promote fan attendance.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It’s coming up to five months since a tornado
struck our community on May 21. In those
first few weeks after the storm, I wrote exten-
sively about the experience – the fearful mo-
ments prior to, the anxious moments during,
the mixed emotions afterward. But as damag-
ing as those times proved to be, I think we all
shared the sentiment. It could have been
worse.
“At least we don’t have bombs falling on our

heads,” I remember thinking (a reference to
the plight of Ukrainian civilians facing Russ-
ian bombardment in their homes and streets).
My family and I spent part of Thanksgiving

weekend gathering, catching up, feasting,
laughing and shedding an emotional tear or
two. We’ve all had strange experiences over
the past couple of years. But for the first time
since the COVID-19 pandemic roared
through, members of my family felt a certain
relief and calm as we chatted and shared tra-
ditional foods of the harvest. And for at least
a few hours we enjoyed a day to pause, set
aside our problems and the distractions of our
lives, and we acknowledged what truly mat-
ters – a sense of gratitude for what we have. 
You won’t be surprised that a number of

U.S. academics have examined the effect that
“a grateful outlook” has on our psychological
and physical well-being. In 2003, R.A. Em-
mons and M.E. McCullough (a couple of
psychology professors at the University of
California) conducted several studies with
participants who recorded their daily and
weekly moods, behaviours, physical symp-
toms and overall life appraisals related to feel-
ing grateful. The professors’ results were
published in the Journal of Personality and So-
cial Psychology, and despite the cumbersome
criteria of their study, the doctors found gen-
erally that gratitude “builds psychological, so-
cial and spiritual resources … inspires
prosocial reciprocity … and strengthens social
bonds and friendships.” In other words, being
thankful promotes good mental and physical
health.
I think we’ve all felt that these past few years

of forced separation imposed by pandemic re-
strictions have severely cramped and even dis-
torted the way we communicate with our
spouses, our children, our neighbours and
particularly strangers. I for one have not
heard many people say, “Thanks for your
kindness…” or “I really appreciate that ges-
ture…” very much. We could all take the cue
that Thanksgiving provides once a year and

spread the feeling across a few more days of
the year to be more charitable to others in
everyday deeds and interactions. The other
day, a woman, for whom I held the door open
at the grocery store, seemed quite stunned by
the gesture. The resulting smiles we ex-
changed were, as the learned American pro-
fessors suggested, incredibly uplifting.
I take a lot from the comments that fellow

columnist Lisha Van Nieuwenhove offered
last week in her column “Share the freakin’
road,” about incidents of road rage in the
countryside. She recreated an incident involv-
ing a driver in a hurry, unable or unwilling to
wait for a farm vehicle to make a difficult
turn on the road – the car driver cursing at
the tractor operator all the way. I repeat
Lisha’s final words in that column: “Slow
down, breathe and remember that nothing is
so important it can’t wait a few seconds.”
That’s a perfect recipe for a lot of situations,
including feeling grateful, not entitled.
At that Thanksgiving gathering my family

and I shared last weekend, we invited a man
and his family from Montreal and a woman
from Toronto to join us – the man and
woman are the children of a half-brother my
wife and her sister never knew they had. A
couple of years ago now, my wife and sister-
in-law learned that their mother had given
birth to Bill, the half-brother, during the Sec-
ond World War. Unable to support a baby at
the time, my mother-in-law gave him up for
adoption; miraculously she kept the preg-
nancy and birth a secret throughout her life.
But the science of genetics and the internet
being what they are, the two sides of the fam-
ily traced Bill (now deceased) to his son in
Montreal and his daughter in Toronto. This
year, we invited them to join us for Thanks-
giving for the second year in a row. The ex-
citement and pleasure of having this new
branch of our family join us has given us
much to be grateful for. When he got home,
Bill’s son emailed us:
“I just wanted to say thanks to all of you,”

he wrote. “We had a great time and it was
amazing to catch up in-person with everyone
this Thanksgiving.”
The gratitude is mutual and inspiring

enough to last until we celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing together again next year, and a few times
in between.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Gratitude’s good for your health

Trail Capital Pharmacy    905-852-5555 
2 Douglas Road, Uxbridge (in the Starbucks plaza)     trailcapitalida@gmail.com   

• Full-service Pharmacy 
• Easy Prescription Transfers 
• Home Health Care 
• Seniors Discount on Copay 
• Home Delivery 
• Compression Socks

• Now offering  
  Pharmacogenomic testing 
   Call or email pharmacy for more details 
• Blister Packaging 
• Compounding         • Gift Cards 
• Greeting Cards       • Lottery

®

Family Owned 
& Operated    
Follow us 

 
@trailcapitalida

SERVICES

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

How does this help the Bruins?



by Conrad Boyce, Local 
Journalism Initiative Reporter

In the Cosmos’s series on the funding
and management of the Township’s

various properties, we’ve talked about
everything from museums to mau-

soleums, swimming pools to concert
halls, tennis courts to train stations.
Most of those facilities are accessible
to all ages of the Uxbridge public.
ere is one building, though, that
was created with one particular age
group in mind.

e Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, on
Marietta Street around the corner
from Uxpool, was built in the early

1990s, and designed in conjunction
with the local seniors association. Be-
sides a spacious lobby, it consists of
four areas, each of which can be ac-
cessed separately. ere is a large hall,
complete with a large kitchen and
small stage, which is the only space
available for booking by the general
public (although the seniors have 

...continued on next page
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TOO MUCH 
HOUSE? 

 
Downsizing can seem like a 

large task. Let me help. 
 

Complimentary 
Cleaning & Staging 

 
Packing & Decluttering 
Assistance 

 
Painters & Trades on call 
for repairs 

 
I specialize in helping my clients  

prepare their home for market and 
help find the perfect home for 

 the next phase of life. 

Call or text to see how I can help. LEAH SPROTT 
Sales Representative 

(647) 994-1272 
Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. 

9 Main Street S., Uxbridge

The Township Empire: for young and old



Letters, from page 4

least) one lane with no regard whatsoever to
vehicular traffic. Please, please, PLEASE show
some consideration and courtesy by always
riding SINGLE FILE for your safety (because
you're not invincible), thereby allowing cars
and trucks to pass you. It's also using common
sense. The conversation you're engaging in

while riding abreast of one another can wait
until you reach an appropriate location. Don't
act as though you own the road, because you
don't (you may not even be a local taxpayer).   
Again, SHARE THE FREAKIN' ROAD.

The fact that this needs to be asked is disturb-
ing and frightening. Enough said.

K. Stiles
Goodwood
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A place of their own, from previous page

first call on a number of time blocks during the
week). ere is a lounge and activity area for ex-
clusive use by the seniors, and another space
housing the Uxbridge Youth Centre, which
moved several years ago from Brock Street. Each
of those rooms has a small kitchen area. Both
the seniors and Youth Centre operate their own
programs independently from the Township, al-
though the Recreation Department also has a
few programs aimed at seniors.

Lastly, there is a small office area, recently va-
cated by Durham Community Care (which
moved to the Testa building beside the hospital).
e offices are currently occupied by Township
staff from various departments, but Trinity
United Church, which lost its home in the tor-

nado and is currently using the Seniors Centre
hall for its Sunday morning services, is negoti-
ating with the Township for use of at least some
of the offices (its staff are now working out of
their homes). e new church is hoped to be
complete by the fall of 2025.

All four spaces share the washrooms in the
lobby area, which are looked after by Township
staff; there are no staff dedicated exclusively to
the building. In 2022, the Township budgeted
about $50,000 for the operation of the Seniors
Centre, expecting to recover about $15,000,
mostly from the rental of the hall (the Seniors
Association contributes $2,000 to the building’s
maintenance, the Youth Centre nothing). Al-
though Trinity received free use of the hall for a
few weeks after the tornado, it now pays a reg-
ular rental fee.



by Roger Varley

After four losses in a row, the Uxbridge Bruins
finally recorded their second win of the season
Saturday and they did it the hard way: they
downed the previously unbeaten, league-leading
Little Britain Merchants 6-3.

e match-up in Little Britain saw the line of
Quinn Meek, Peter Kerr and Anthony Lamanna
put on an all-star performance as they combined
for three of the Bruins' goals, with Lamanna
scoring an unassisted empty-netter to round out
the scoring.

Meek opened the scoring less than a minute
into the game and Kerr made it 2-0 before the
period ended. Noah Button, assisted by Jake

Rigillo, gave the Bruins a three-goal lead in the
second but the Merchants came back with two
of their own. en Alex Hyde potted an unas-
sisted marker with just 20 seconds left in the pe-
riod.
In the third, Little Britain scored a power-play

goal within the first minute, but Kerr restored
the edge and Lamanna put the game away with
an empty-netter. It was a four-point night for
Lamanna.

e win was what the Bruins needed, having
suffered yet another overtime loss the night be-
fore at the arena against the Georgina Ice. e
first period against the Ice was an excellent pe-
riod of hockey, with Georgina scoring the only
goal when a shot appeared to deflect into the net

from a defender's
stick.

e Bruins tied
the game early in
the second with
Button's power-
play marker, as-
sisted by Meek and
Stellucio Basile, but
the Ice regained the
lead with their own
power play as Jack
Davis sat out a
four-minute head
contact penalty.

Davis was sitting
out another head
contact penalty in
the third when the
Ice made it 3-1.
However, the Bru-
ins regrouped and
scored twice in the
second half of the
period. Meek com-
bined with Kerr
and Caleb
MacLeish for the
first and Declan
Meek tied the score,
assisted by Kerr and
MacLeish.

...continued on
next page   
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Did you miss the All Candidates Forum 
on September 26? 

It’s available to watch at youtu.be/4xFYXn2TQXE 
Municipal Election: Monday, October 24

Bruins get their second win, the hard way



Where your tax dollars go,
from page 1 

The capital side takes just about 40
per cent of the total budget: $12.2
million this year from the $31 mil-
lion total. More than 60 per cent of
that goes to public works, which are
discussed elsewhere in this issue.
About 21 per cent goes to recreation,
outdoor and indoor, about two per
cent to culture and tourism, includ-
ing the library and historical centre.
And nine per cent goes to the fire
service (the other first responders,
police and paramedics, are supplied
by Durham Region).

The cost of asset replacement may
partially come from “reserves”, funds
into which the Township puts a little
bit every year. User fees may also
contribute to those reserves; an ex-
ample is the Music Hall Improve-
ment Fund; every ticket purchased
for an event at the Hall has a sur-
charge dedicated to the Fund.

Unlike the senior levels of govern-
ment, which are free to run up
deficits as circumstances (such as
COVID-19) dictate, municipal gov-
ernments are obliged by provincial
legislation to balance their budgets;
the Township’s $31 million in expen-
ditures must be mirrored by similar
revenue. Overall, about half of that
comes from property taxes, 22 per
cent from user fees, 10 per cent from
reserves, 10 per cent from senior gov-
ernment grants, five per cent from
“debentures”, which are long-term
loans budgeted for repayment over
several years, and one per cent from
“development charges”, fees charged
to residential or industrial developers
to help pay for infrastructure related
to new growth. The last four items,
which can vary greatly from year to
year, play a greater role in capital
budgeting than on the operational
side. 

Some of the major capital projects
planned for this year have included:
paving or re-surfacing sections of five
rural roads and three urban streets;
engineering plans for upgrading the
South Balsam storm water manage-
ment pond; replacing a bridge on the
Township’s western boundary; re-
placing a tanker truck with a new
aerial truck for the fire service; up-
grading a ball diamond in Good-
wood; making washrooms fully
accessible at the Seniors Centre and
Sandford Community Hall; adding
fencing, lighting and irrigation at the
Fields of Uxbridge; making improve-
ments to Elgin Park, including con-
tributing to the new universal
playground; and refurbishing the
masonry at the Uxbridge Public Li-
brary.

To bring further clarity as to how
capital projects are funded, let’s ex-
amine the improvements to Elgin
Park and highlight the various forms
of revenue - grants, debentures, re-
serves, development charges, etc. -
that helped fund it. In the Parks
2022 capital budget the estimated
cost of the new universal play-
ground, walkway lighting, new pic-
nic shelter, winterizing the accessible
washroom and path of inclusion in
Elgin Park is $997,000. The planned
sources to fund this project are
$45,000 from reserves (tax levy from
the 2021 budget), $81,250 from
Parkland Funds reserve (funds con-
veyed for park purposes as part of de-
velopment), $747,750 from a federal
grant that the Township successfully
applied for from the Canada Com-
munity Revitalization Fund
(CCRF), and Other of $123,000
(the majority of which is expected to
come from the Lions Club, and
other donations).
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Richard  
DAMIANOPOULOS 
for Catholic School Trustee 

Faith  l  Family  l  Forward 

richard4catholictrustee.ca

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Bruins, from previous page

But the Ice put the game away in
the overtime period. In six games so
far this season, the Bruins have gone
into overtime three times, losing
twice.
e Cosmos selected Lamanna as the

Uxbridge player of the game Friday
night and Mike McCullough for the
Ice.

e Bruins are scheduled to meet
the Eagles in Clarington tonight
(ursday) and then return to the
arena to face off against the North
Kawartha Knights at the arena at
7:45 p.m. tomorrow.
Bear pause: Last Friday night's game

was the first Bruins home game of
the season to be live-streamed on
YouTube.

Truth, brought to you by real-life 
superheroes, the people behind your 
local press. 

Celebrate the power of words with the 
new “Champions” font inspired by the 
essential service newspapers provide. 

Download it for free at 
nationalnewspaperweek.ca
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SERVICES
BOOK NOW FOR EAVESTROUGH
CLEANING and Fall clean-ups! Jason’s Prop-
erty Maintenance. Call RoseMarie at 905-967-
2644.   10/13
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We
specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too
small or big. Very competitive prices, 20
years’ experience, 2 year written warranty,
free estimates. For all your outside upgrades
& projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-705-
9993.  
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY Family Por-
traits Headshots, Product or Wedding
Photography. Web Design. Located in
Uxbridge. Text Stephen at 905-424-9520.
Email info@wrightwebphoto.com or visit
wrightwebphoto.com  Your Best Shot!   10/27
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, cal-
louses & corns. Veterans welcome. Total Com-
fort Care 416-274-6765.   10/27
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll
love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls
Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  10/27   
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service
with Quality Results”. Booking Snow Plow
contracts. Contact Noah 647-523-6730 or
email lawnslide@gmail.com Follow on
instagram Lawn_slide_services Serving
Uxbridge and surrounding areas.   10/27
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her reliability
and detailed professionalism. Property

Services / Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie
Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for more
info on Heather’s services. Call or text 905-
852-8525, email  hstewart@home-watch.ca
and follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  10/27
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing, seamless eavestrough,
landscaping, electrical, plumbing, post re-
builders, mold, kitchen, bath, basements,
stonework, cement, roofing, demolition,
drywall, painting, brick gates, ceramics,
marbles. Licensed. 52 years experience.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-
3311 (cell).   10/27

HELP WANTED
PET SITTER Looking for an occasional pet
sitter IN MY HOME for 2 well-behaved, trained
and active puppies. Please respond with
information and phone # by email to
fluffybabes@yahoo.ca   10/13

FOR SALE
SNOW TIRES FOR SALE. Excellent tread
(90%). 225/75R16 Bridgestone with rims
and Jeep hubcaps. $400. Call 416-678-7997.
10/13
VARIOUS ITEMS: Liftable hay bales,
alfalfa; maple & mixed firewood; high energy
efficient oil furnace plus oil tank; snow
fencing; decorative pots. everything is stored
inside. 905-852-7634.   10/27

YARD SALE
MOVING - MORE ITEMS FOR SALE: Sat.,
Oct. 15, 78 Bell St., Uxbridge. Rain date Oct.

16. Leather sofa, cream colour, excellent cond.
Two end tables & coffee table by Gibbard-
solid wood. Outdoor patio set - metal table w/
4 chairs & cushions, very good condition. 8
sq. foot umbrella with base, umbrella tilts &
rotates. From the garage/workshop - wide
assortment of items, hand & electric tools,
planes, saws, axe, pick and many other
things. 

EVENTS
KAWARTHA DAIRY ICE CREAM DAY!
Save the Date: Sat., Oct. 22, 12 – 4 p.m. Join
the TOWN TROLLEY as we pick-up and drop off
at various points in Uxbridge and stop at
Kawartha Dairy Store and Bridge Social. Free
ice cream tastings, Buy-One-Get-One Free
coupons, live music, balloons, colouring,
trivia, prizes and fun for all ages. Call 800-
979-2913 or info@towntrolley.ca for more
information.
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION is holding in-person meetings
at 10 a.m. every other Sunday. Whether
experienced or new to meditation, all are
welcome.  Location is Blue Heron Studio.
Email Gail: ghorner550@gmail.com   
ATTENTION ALL SENIORS: Progressive
Euchre, 2nd Thursday of each month. Sept. -
June. Uxbridge Legion, 2:30-4:30  p.m. Cost
$2, on now! All proceeds go to the Legion.
MUSICFEST IS BACK AT REACHVIEW
VILLAGE. Since 1993, we have been
entertaining residents with all kinds of music,
dancing, joke-telling once a month on the first
Sunday at 10 - 11 a.m. For more info please
contact jo at 905-852-6487. 

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,

Uxbridge & 
surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“Give thanks to the Lord,
for he is good; his love
endures forever.”  

Psalms 107:1

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

3 Brock Street West

WHILE YOU STILL HAVE TURKEY ON YOUR MIND -
ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS BIRD TODAY!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

November Antique Online 
Auction Date TBA 

 
Call Gillanders today to 

consign your quality items 
or discuss an auction of 

your own.



e Uxbridge Climate Adaptation
and Transition Committee has an-
nounced its Fall Speaker Series,
which focuses upon several key issues
the Uxbridge has indicated it wants
to learn more about.
Making Your Home Greener -
Oct. 27

e first talk welcomes Ian McVey
from Durham Greener Homes. e
Durham Greener Homes program is
designed to help homeowners over-
come the challenges of completing
energy retrofits by providing support
throughout the whole retrofit jour-
ney. 

During this presentation Ian will
discuss the program in detail, from
the initial application process, to ac-
cessing coaching services, incentives
and loans that may be available to
homeowners. He’ll also discuss addi-
tional stackable programs that will
support your retrofit agenda.
Adaptation and Building Re-
silience, Farming in a Changing
Climate - Nov. 24

e second talk features Adrian
Stocking, owner of Willo’Wind farm
which specializes in sustainable farm-
ing practices that promote steward-
ship of the land to preserve it for
future generations. It nurtures the
small farm rural culture and provides
a direct connection to a local food

source that is delicious, healthy and
safe.

Climate change is forcing farms to
change and adapt, from reducing the
impact that agricultural products and
practices have on global emissions, to
dealing with the effect extreme and
unpredictable weather patterns can
have on crops and farms. is talk
will focus on both the micro and
macro effects of climate change on
farms and the farming community.
Adrian will share specific ways his
own farm is dealing with climate
change and adapting to the weather,
and he’ll discuss the climate reckon-
ing that the broader farm commu-
nity is dealing with. When talking
about climate change, Adrian recog-
nizes that farming as an industry is
both a big contributor to the prob-
lem, and is also an industry that can
have a major impact on positive so-
lutions going forward.
Families adapting to Climate
Change - Dec. 8

A third session welcomes Renee
Adamkowski, who will share insights
into how families can understand,
mitigate and respond to climate
change. Families can make small
changes in everyday living that help
reduce their carbon footprint. Renee
will share specific steps and strategies
families can implement to be a part

of the solution, as well as mitigate
and adapt to climate change depend-
ing on household circumstances.
Join us in the Township of Uxbridge

Council Chambers; doors open at
6:30 p.m., talks begin at 7. If you’re

not able to make the sessions in per-
son you can join us remotely. Just
send an email to: uxbridgeclimate-
change@gmail.com and we’ll send a
link so you can join the session vir-
tually.

Stay tuned for our Winter Speaker
Series, when we’ll continue to focus
on climate issues, innovations and
the strategies about which our com-
munity is eager to learn more about.
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To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

John was the eldest son of George �omas Dee of Wolf Island, Kingston, 
and Ella Christine Dee (née �ornington) Fretts of Toronto. He is 
predeceased by both his parents.   
 
John was an accomplished steam �tter with Local 46. 
 
John leaves his two biological children, Mark Daniel Dee Hicks (Debbie) 
of Chelmsford; and daughter Angela Shannon Heyworth (née Hicks) 
(Jason) and their two children, Cheyanne and Nathan of Uxbridge. He 
is remembered by his only sibling, Leonard Charles Daniel Dee 
(Deborah) and their two children, Adam (Christine) and Janessa (Jesse) 
and their children Arrianna, Ella, Merrick, Audrey and George.   
 
Cremation has taken place and a Celebration of Life to take place at a 
later date. Arrangements were entrusted to the Low & Low Funeral 
Home, 23 Main Street South, Box 388, Uxbridge L9P 1M8 (905-852-
3073).  Online condolences can be made at www.lowandlow.ca

John George Dee 
 
July 8, 1950 ~ September 30, 2022

“Your Experienced Voice for the North”

Re-elect “a two-term trustee” 
for the Durham District School Board. 

uxgord2006@hotmail.ca

Fall Speaker Series offers practical solutions for combatting climate change
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