
by Roger Varley

As former mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
last Wednesday evening, it is not often she is
lost for words. But at a gathering to honour her
at the Uxbridge Public Library, she said: "For
a hard-nosed b****, I never thought I’d respond
like this. I don't know what to say. I'm
stunned."

The event was hosted by library board chair
David Phillips, who, although friends with the
mayor for decades, alluded to the battles he had

with O'Connor at budget times. He did con-
cede, however, that she was always “very per-
suasive of the good of the people of Uxbridge. 

Regional chair John Henry, who succeeded
O'Connor in that role, said that if riches were
gauged in friends and not money, "today you
are the wealthiest person in Uxbridge," refer-
ring to the room full of people who worked
with O’Connor over the years and came to join
her being honoured. Mayor Dave Barton stated
the obvious when he told O'Connor: "You've
made a huge impact on Uxbridge."

"The newly named Gerri Lynn O’Connor
Children’s Library is a testament to her many
years of public service and her ongoing support
of the library, youth and seniors in our com-
munity,” Barton said.

O'Connor was first elected as Ward 5 coun-
cillor in 1980 and then as regional councillor
in 1983. In 1985, she was elected mayor of
Uxbridge, becoming the first woman mayor in
Durham Region, and was re-elected to hold
that position until 2006, when she stepped
down. But she came back in 2010 to be elected
for two more terms. At the end of the second
term, she was appointed chair of Durham Re-
gion to replace Roger Anderson after his death
until she retired six months later.

In numbers, O’Connor was mayor of the
Township of Uxbridge for 29 years, a member
of regional council for 31 years, and dedicated
34 years of her life to public service.
During the proceedings last week, or party, as

Phillips called it, Phillips and Barton unveiled
a plaque featuring a photo of the mayor taken
on her last day in office. It will be hung in a
prominent position in the lower hallway of the
library, close to the entrance of the children's
section, now named the Gerri Lynn O'Connor
Children's Library. O'Connor was joined by
her daughter, Logan, and granddaughter, Layla
in unveiling the new sign over the entrance.

O'Connor, visibly touched by the tributes,
said her years in office had resulted in many
missed birthdays and celebrations and time
away from Logan and her son, Todd. She said
it was "tough on them being the mayor's kids."

Current and former members of council and
senior members of staff were on hand, as well
as the fire chief and three previous fire chiefs.
Apart from her councillor and mayoral duties,

O'Connor sat as a member of the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital Foundation, and the
Markham Stouffville Hospital and Uxbridge
Hospital boards. She also was a member of the
library board and the Uxbridge Minor Hockey
Association. 
On the conservation front, the former mayor

served as a board member with Lake Simcoe
Region, Central Lake Ontario and Toronto Re-
gion conservation authorities and spent six
years as chair of the TRCA.

THE BIG REVEAL - Former mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor, left, unveils the new sign above the en-
trance to the children’s wing at the Uxbridge Public Library. Joining the celebration are, from left:
O’Connor’s grandaughter, Layla Dubreuil; daughter Logan O’Connor; Library board chair David
Phillips; Mayor Dave Barton. Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Children’s library dedicated to former mayor 
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for January 2023  

�ursday, January 19, 12:30 p.m. 
COUNCIL MEETING (Special)  
�ursday, January 19, 1:00 p.m. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
(Budget Meeting)  

CANCELLED - Monday, January 23, 
1:00 p.m. COUNCIL MEETING  

�ursday, January 26, 1:00 p.m. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE  

(Budget Meeting)  
Proclamations for January 

January 21 - Lincoln Alexander Day 
January 24 - International Day of Education 

January 25 - Bell Let’s Talk Day 
January 27 - International Day of 

Commemoration in Memory of Victims of the 
Holocaust 

January 29 - National Day of Remembrance of 
the Quebec City Mosque Attack and 

  Action Against Islamophobia

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required for these positions are 

available at uxbridge.ca/careers 
Current Opportunities  

Uxbridge Historical Centre - Curator & Manager 
Closes Friday, January 20, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.  

Tourism Coordinator 
Closes Friday, January 20, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.  

Public Works - Operations and Capital Manager 
Closes Friday, February 3, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.  

Clerk’s Dept – Deputy Clerk 
Closes Friday, February 10, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.  

Community Services - Summer Camp Supervisor 
Closes Friday, February 10, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.  

Community Services - Summer Camp Program Coordinator 
Closes Friday, February 10, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.  

Crossing Guards 
Resumés accepted on an ongoing basis  

Box O�ce Volunteers – Uxbridge Music Hall 
Interested parties accepted on an ongoing basis  

�e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer in accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). �e Township of Uxbridge will 
provide accommodations throughout the recruitment and selection and/or assessment process to applicants 
with disabilities and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is collected under the 
authority of �e Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

Attention All Pet Owners!  
Please help keep our community clean 
by picking up after your dogs, and 
keeping them leashed at all times other 
than when visiting the o�-leash dog 
park. Not only is it the responsible thing 
to do, it’s also the 
polite thing to do. 
Let’s continue to 
keep Uxbridge a 
clean and safe 
environment we can 
all enjoy!

Road Closures 
• Uxbridge East Gwillimbury Townline from 
north of Durham Reg. Rd. 39/Queensville 
Sideroad to south of Holborn Road, East 
Gwillimbury will be closed for bridge repairs, 
to 2024. 
• Uxbridge East Gwillimbury Townline from 
York St. 500m south of Ravenshoe Road to 
Zephyr Road will be closed for bridge repairs, 
to January 2024. 
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We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting together
to build our network of
business connections,
helping each other be

successful. 
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Across
1  Breaks off
5  Boat or car perhaps
8  Cleaning bar
12  Gad about
13  Shoulder ___
14  Cheer
15  Looking up to
17  Miller, for one
18  For the most time
20  Invited
23  Passe
25  Writer
26  Recesses
30  Couple
31  Sandy hills
32  Mischievous fairy
34  Like some straws
36  Clear the ___
37  Ocean
38  Papa
40  Capable of being influenced
44  Rough
47  Like some experiments
51  Most populous continent
52  Truck weight measure
53  Facts and figures
54  Face up to
55  Ready, ___, go
56  One-dish meal

Down
1  Victorian, for one

2  Consent
3  Beaver's work
4  Look happy
5  Washer cycle
6  Be undecided
7  Perimeter
8  Devious
9  Profitable rock
10  What you don't ask a 

woman?
11  For each one
16  "Maggie" singer Stewart
19  Our boys
20  Disposed
21  Stitches
22  Boy Scout training subject
24  Apprehension
26  Vessel
27  It's the loneliest number
28  "Lady in ___" 
29  Glided
31  Screen on a measuring in-

strument
33  Cooking method
35  Ditto
38  With low light
39  Caustic substances
41  Puts on a show
42  Sole supporter?
43  Camping need
44  Farm butter
45  ___ and abuse
46  Not live
48  Mouse catcher
49  Wore away
50  "Alfie" star Jude __

by Roger Varley

Council received a report Monday
stating that the skate park and
pump park at the Fields of
Uxbridge are both in need of re-
pairs.

e report by Courtney Clarke,
manager of parks, trails, and facil-
ities, said the estimated cost of re-
pairs is $175,000.

Clark said the facilities were in-
spected recently by the Canadian
Ramp Company, which listed a
number of items that need atten-
tion. It said the pump park needs
additional artificial grass around
the perimeter to help avoid wash
outs and eliminate slippery sur-

faces with sand on the track. It also
found that the asphalt surface has
small cracks that should be filled
to prevent rainwater from entering
the base layer and causing damage.
e report said the parks depart-
ment would be able to handle the
filling of these cracks internally.

For the skate park, Clarke said
there were several concerns, in-
cluding asphalt undermining,
bowl deck undermining and un-
dermining on the quarter pipe.
e main safety concern identified
in the inspection was the use of the
bowl as a "jump box" by BMX
users. e inspection recom-
mended blocking the current area
they are using with a safety

guardrail and potentially giving
users a new ramp in a future phase
of the project. e inspection also
recommended building a wider
top deck that goes around and be-
hind the bowl's extension
deck.Clarke said the undermining
on the flat surface of the park can
be easily fixed. 
As per the report's recommenda-

tions, the issue will be taken up
during budget discussions.

Council meeting moved: Clerk
Debbie Leroux informed council
that the council meeting sched-
uled for Next Monday has been
cancelled and will be replaced by a
special council meeting today
(ursday).

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

THE MARKET HAS 
SHIFTED 

 
Curious what that 

means for your home, 
and what it’s currently 

worth? 
 

Contact me for a 
complimentary 

no-obligation market 
analysis 

by Roger Varley

A three-week long layoff, due to a
postponed game and the holiday sea-
son, does not appear to have been the
best scenario for the Uxbridge Bruins
Junior C team. In December, the
Bruins finished the year with
strength, winning four games and
losing one. Since returning to the ice
Jan. 7, they have won two and lost
two, but even the wins were less than
satisfying.

e latest win came last Friday
night at the arena when the home
squad defeated the Little Britain
Merchants 4-2, despite the fact the
Bruins' passing was terrible. But so
was Little Britain's, as two of the
Bruins' goals resulted from Matt
Gordon intercepting Merchant
passes.

After a scoreless first period and
with only 30 seconds gone in the sec-
ond, Gordon made his first intercep-
tion in the Bruins' zone and raced
the length of the ice for a breakaway
score while Uxbridge was short-
handed. Little Britain responded a
couple of minutes later when two
Merchant forwards found themselves
well behind the Bruins defence and
staged a two-man rush on goalie Kyle
Groff. Anthony Lamanna regained
the lead at the midway point, assisted
by Quinn Meek and Peter Kerr and
a minute later, Gordon stole another
pass for his second breakaway goal.
Little Britain narrowed the lead as
the period wound down.

In the third, Nic Colangelo com-
bined with Josh Czalij to finish the
scoring on a two-on-one breakaway.

e Cosmos selected Gordon as the
Bruins' player of the game and gave
the nod to Ty Johnston, who scored
both goals for the Merchants.

e night before, the Bruins trav-

elled to Clarington to face the
league-leading Eagles only to be dou-
bled 4-2. All four Clarington goals
were scored on power plays.

e Eagles scored the only goal of
the first period. Luke Balkovec tied
the game early in the second with an
unassisted marker but a couple of
minutes later Clarington scored an-
other power-play goal. Kerr, assisted
by Czalij and Lamanna, restored the
tie at the midway mark. 

However, the Bruins took two
penalties within seconds of each
other as the period came to a close.
at led to Clarington converting
two more power-plays in the first
minute of the third to round out the
scoring. As a result, the Bruins fell six
points behind the Eagles in the quest
for top spot in the PJHL's Orr Divi-
sion.

Skate and pump park need repairs

Bruins stumble into the new year
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Due to the lack of available rentals
in Uxbridge, I would like to offer
the Salvation Army phone services
to all landlords, private homes, (one
room or an apartment) or any other
place available temporarily or on a
long term permanent basis. They
are invited to register their phone
number, name, location (address),
and the expected weekly or monthly
rent with Salvation Army so we can
assist those less fortunate in our
community who need a place to
live.
Landlords, private residents -

please call 905-852-0090 with your
phone number, name, address, rent.
We will develop a registry for
rentals within the township (urban
and rural) to assist those willing to
rent out and those who require a
place to live. 
If you are a person who needs a

place to rent, please call leave your
name, phone number and the
amount of rent you can afford to
pay. 905-852-0090.

Bev Northeast, Chair
Salvation Army Uxbridge 

My wife and I moved to Uxbridge
last August, into a 140-year-old
Victorian house. We love this beau-
tiful home in the old part of town. 
We fell in love with the entire

town as well. We love the down-
town, which is two small blocks
away, and love the uptown with all
the restaurants and stores. We also
love the trails and the surrounding
area. Both are very picturesque. 
But most of all, we love all the

people we have met in Uxbridge.
Our neighbours are fantastic, the
service staff at the stores and restau-
rants are friendly and caring. When
I mention to everybody I meet that
we have just moved to Uxbridge
they all say, “Welcome!” Then I ex-
claim to them that everyone in
town is so nice, very noticeably
nice. What a refreshing change
compared to the busy, frantic,
stressed-out GTA. 

In this paper's editorial last week,
it mentioned that a newcomer to
town had remarked how friendly
the people of Uxbridge are. Well,
that's two of us verbalizing how

great you all are.
Two weeks ago, our three grand-

children - Penny, 6, and June and
Harvey, 5 (fraternal twins), were
over for three days. I walked them
to the bookstore on Brock Street. A
distinguished-looking gentleman
asked if he could have the pleasure
of paying for a book for each for my
grandkids. All four of us thanked
him many times. I re-exclaimed to
my grandkids how nice everyone is
in Uxbridge.
Now that's two newcomers to

Uxbridge that are saying the people
are very friendly and very nice!
The distinguished gentleman who

graciously paid for the children's
books was none other than your
very own Cosmos columnist Roger
Varley.
What a town, and what nice peo-

ple. Thank you from our hearts.
Frank and Maggie D'Angelo

Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

In her column on the opposite page, Lisha Van Nieuwenhove addresses
the frustrations she felt when trying to find out about threats made
against a school that her daughter attends. Last week, we reported on a
threat made against Uxbridge Secondary School.

In both cases, reaching out to the Durham Regional Police Service
and the schools involved was an exercise in futility. Indeed, as Lisha
points out, calls to the two high schools resulted in the Durham Dis-
trict School Board sending the identical email in response to our in-
quiries. There was absolutely no information included in either email.
We understand that the identity of minors must be protected, but

there were (are) questions we believe parents would like to know the
answers to. In the case of USS, did police determine whether the youth
involved actually did have access to any guns? Was the youth released
on bail and, if so, what conditions were placed on him? Is the youth to
be allowed back into the school system? What protocols are in place to
protect our schools and the students? We don't know - and parents
don't know - because neither the DRPS or the DDSB are saying any-
thing.
As for the DRPS, it's difficult to get any information out of them.

There was absolutely nothing about the school threats on their web
page. A few days ago, a reader informed us there was a police incident
in Coppins Corners involving about seven police cruisers and a chase
of a suspect through the bush. One resident was even told not to leave
her house during the incident. But there is nothing on the DRPS web
page, we didn't see any public service messages on Facebook or Twitter
and, once again, residents are left in the dark about what is happening. 
Regional council is currently engaged in putting together a new

budget. As part of that budget, DRPS will be receiving about $245
million, an increase of about 5.4 per cent. Would it be too much to ask
that some of that quarter-of-a-billion dollars be spent on an informa-
tion officer or two who would keep the public informed, who would
answer queries from the media and provide updates on matters of con-
tinuing interest and public safety?
We assume the Durham school boards are also in the throes of budget

preparations. Would it be too much to ask the same of them?  The
DDSB does have a “Communications and Public Relations Depart-
ment.” What are they doing? There should be someone providing real
information, considering that the elected trustees, who, presumably are
answerable to the electorate, don't seem to be that willing to engage
with the public.
We haven't yet reached the horrendous shootings that seem to be a

weekly occurrence in the United States, but there have been several in-
cidents in the GTA recently involving guns.Is it fair to ask parents to
meekly send their children off to school if those parents can't be as-
sured their kids are safe? In the age of information technology, why are
we so woefully uninformed?

Our two cents
Their lips are sealed - much to our chagrin
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Honour Them Well program director
Tish MacDonald and author, historian
and new Member of the Order of
Canada, Ted Barris, invite Uxbridge resi-
dents on a trip commemorating the 79th
Anniversary of D-Day and honour the
service of the Allied troops in their role
in the greatest amphibious invasion in
history - the June 6, 1944, landing at
Normandy.  
The trip will include visiting points of
interest on the beaches and further in-

land. Visitors will attend a variety of
commemorative services, the highlight
taking place at Canada’s Second World
War Museum, the Juno Beach Centre. 
The tour then shifts focus to the First
World War, visiting sites of Canadian
and Allied significance including Second
Ypres, The Somme, Vimy Ridge, and
Passchendaele, and will include partici-
pation in the Last Post Ceremony in
Ypres. 
The tour ends in Paris, where travellers

will enjoy a guided walking tour, finish-
ing atop the charming village of Mont-
martre, known for its artistic history and
the white-domed Basilica of the Sacre
Coeur.
Travellers can join this Remembrance
Tour from May 31 – June 12, 2023. For a
detailed itinerary and pricing informa-
tion, please email Tish MacDonald at ho-
nourthemwell@gmail.com or call
905-649-0180. Current prices are guar-
anteed until Feb. 10, 2023.  

European trip to commemorate D-Day anniversary
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I received these texts from one of my daugh-
ters the other day...
““So apparently the school is gonna get shot

up today.” 
“Some kid in **** class threatened to shoot

up the school because of bullying. And he’s
got a list.”

I’m not including the name of the class be-
cause my daughter is in that class, and so is
the kid who ostensibly did the threatening.
Suffice to know it was at Port Perry High
School (and separate from the incident that
was recently reported at Uxbridge Secondary
School).
Back to the texts. Aren’t they just what every

parent loves to receive from their child,
whom they’ve sent off to receive an education
in what is supposed to be a safe and secure
environment?

I’m a pretty chill individual, and tend to ask
a lot of questions before reacting to a situa-
tion. So after receiving these texts, asking a
few questions of my daughter, like “Where
are you now, are you ok?”, and learning that
this wasn’t the first threat received that week,
I moseyed on over to the Durham District
School Board website to see if there was any
information on what was happening there.
Nope. Then to the PPHS website - nothing.
Durham Region Police Service? Nothing to
report there. 
I checked my email to see if anything had

been distributed from any of the aforemen-
tioned institutions. No messages. 

From there I skipped on over to Facebook,
to see what might be perking there. I checked
the PPHS page - its last post was from Dec.
8, 2022. What about the PPHS Parent Group
page - surely it would have something?

Zip. Zero. Nada.
Now, I totally get that it wouldn’t be cool to

inform an entire schoolful of teenagers that
there’s a potential threat to the school. They’d
all get freaked out and likely notify their par-
ents/guardians, who would also get freaked
out, resulting in a whole whack of freaked out
students and parents texting misinformation,
showing up at or calling the school and other-
wise disrupting what could be a very real,
very tense situation that needs to be dealt
with ASAP. I understand the lack of real-time

information dissemination.
What I do not understand is the complete

and total lack of communication following
the incident(s). There has been radio silence
from the DDSB, PPHS, DRPS - pick an
acronym. They’ve said nothing. A quick call to
the school tells me there’s “nothing to worry
about, everything is safe.” A call to the school
principal results in an email from the com-
munications department at DDSB telling me
right off the top, “Please know we cannot di-
vulge the identities of minors.” Duh, already
knew that. And didn’t ask, for that matter. 
The email continues: “The safety and well-

being of staff and students at Port Perry High
School is our top priority. Our school admin-
istration, the Durham District School Board
and Durham Regional Police Service want to
acknowledge the unease among students and
families as a result of an online threat to Port
Perry High School.”
Well isn’t that nice. You’ve acknowledged my

unease. I feel so much better now. 
The email I received was EXACTLY the

same as the one the Cosmos received in re-
sponse to inquiries about the USS threat.
Word for word, except for the school names.
A 267-word email that told me nothing.

I know I’m not the only parent who feels
more than a little irked at this lack of com-
munication. After the Cosmos ran the USS
story last week, it received several messages
from parents who were less than thrilled
about how communication is handled. Every-
one was told that “the school was safe, there
was no threat, we can’t tell you any more,”
blah blah blah. Don’t tell me there was no
threat, I read them - them - with my very own
eyes! And I’d just really like to know what
measures were put in place to prove there was
no longer any threat. Heck, I’d have been
happy just to be told about the whole situa-
tion in the first place, even if after the fact,
from an official source. Otherwise that ol’ ru-
mour mill starts...
The board’s email also said “The school and

police are working closely together and are in
continued communication.” They might
want to consider adding us parents to that
loop.

It seemed a wonderful coincidence. But it re-
ally wasn’t. Back in 1964, my father was ad-
mitted to Scarborough General Hospital for
surgery to remove kidney stones. Then, for
several days he remained in hospital recuper-
ating. One of the nurses attending him
turned out to be a neighbour. Registered
nurse Claudia Dee, whose family lived up the
street from us in Agincourt, seemed to attend
Dad’s needs 24/7 – making sure that his pain
was under control, that he got meals on time
and that he got home as soon as possible.
“She was like a guardian angel,” I remember

Dad saying. 
As Dad continued to convalesce at home,

RN Dee made a special point of stopping by
the house to help with dressing changes and
pain management. I’m sure that sense of com-
mitment came in part from our being neigh-
bours on the same street. But Claudia Dee
had trained in Ontario’s public health system,
served in it, and clearly believed in its princi-
ples – serving the greater good. It’s my view
that Doug Ford’s so-called “bold action to re-
duce wait times for surgeries (by) leveraging
community surgical and diagnostic centres,”
will not only threaten Ontario’s health-care
system, it will also dilute or eliminate the
ethos of health-care professionals to serve the
public good. The premier doesn’t like the sta-
tus quo, but he’ll most likely ensure that
many of Ontario’s 900 independent for-profit
health facilities thrive.
The premier announced Monday that his

plan will free up time and space for more
complex care in Ontario’s hospitals. But crit-
ics – including doctors, nurses and the
provincial opposition parties – believe that
moving such procedures as eye, hip, knee sur-
geries as well as MRI and CT scanning to pri-
vate clinics, will further debilitate Ontario
hospital staffing.

“People will end up paying out of pocket
and face longer wait times in our hospitals,”
said NDP health critic France Gélinas, “as
(Ford’s) plan drives health-care workers from
our public system to for-profit facilities.”
About 20 years ago, a heart specialist recom-

mended that I receive a pacemaker implant to
improve delivery of oxygen to my blood sys-
tem. I felt rather nervous about the whole
process – from the pre-op tests to the trip
into the operating room. I don’t remember
very much about the surgery, except for the
nurse (en route to the OR) who chatted me
up about my writing career and my interest in
history; then she delivered the anesthetic.

She’d distracted me completely from my
worry about the procedure. And when I
awoke sometime later in a recovery area, she
was the first person there to reassure me that
all was well, and that I’d “quickly be back
writing history with renewed vigor.” It oc-
curred to me then how fortunate I was to
have received such genuine care and concern.
In an interview with CBC on Tuesday,

Kevin Smith, the president and CEO of Uni-
versity Health Network in Toronto, pointed
out that Ontario’s health-delivery system has
functioned with for-profit facilities since the
early 1990s. He noted, for example, that the
Kensington Eye Institute has conducted low-
risk procedures, such as cataract surgeries,
safely and effectively. But he added that the
big question mark about expanding private
clinics is how will professional staff at public
hospitals respond? 
“All roads lead to staffing,” he told The Cur-

rent. “There’s a fear that (private clinics and
higher wages) will bleed hospital staff away
from public to private facilities,” and create
what some call a two-tiered system of care for
Ontarians.

In the middle of 2008, when my mother
Kay Barris lived out her final months at
Bridgepoint Hospital in Toronto, my sister
Kate and I wrote in a bedside diary about our
mom’s activity, wishes and reflections. The
notebook became a daily registry of Kate’s
and my observations, but on several occa-
sions, we arrived to find Mom’s thoughts jot-
ted down too.

“April 13. Tell Kate to bring me a back
scratcher,” one entry read.

“July 18. Today is my anniversary. Married
in New York … July 18, 1948.” And follow-
ing a visit from our infant granddaughter, she
wrote, “What a pleasure to hold your great-
granddaughter in your arms. She can’t imag-
ine how happy that made me. I have a lovely
caring family. How lucky I’ve been.” Mom
must have shared some of these thoughts with
nurses attending her, because when she was
gone, one nurse noted, “Kay Barris was one
cool chick.” They had truly connected with a
kindred caring spirit and given her appropri-
ate attention right to the end.
Whenever I’m in a hospital, the nurses I

want attending me, my loved ones and my
friends are those invested in our well-being,
not those who might be spurred by our in-
vestment in their for-profit clinic owners.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

The nurse I want attending

A Blonde Moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Don’t tell us, we’re just the parents



by Conrad Boyce, Local Journal-
ism Initiative Reporter

Antonina Laskarzhevska is a theatre
veteran. When she’s under the lights
as a member of the ensemble in On-
Stage Uxbridge’s production of
“Rent,” currently in its final week at
the Uxbridge Music Hall, she’s fully
in the moment as a homeless person
in New York’s East Village during
the AIDS epidemic of the ‘80s. As a
trained singer, she exults in
Jonathan Larson’s powerful music.
But in the lulls downstairs in the
dressing room, her mind inevitably
returns to the day, almost a year ago,
when she was forced to flee her na-
tive country, and her home town of
Kyiv, the capital city of Ukraine.
“I wish I could go back for just one

day,” she says. “To hug my parents,
sleep in my own bed, walk the
streets of the city I love. I know that
we will win the war, but how long
will it take…? And what will be left
when I get back home?”

On the day Russia invaded, Feb.
24, 2022, Laskarzhevska was ready.

Her bags were packed. Like most
Ukrainians, she knew the war was
coming. So that same day, she piled
her seven-year-old son and four-
year-old daughter into the car and
fled west.

“I only cared that they were safe.
e Dnieper River divides Kyiv in
two, and I was afraid they would
blow up the bridges, so I got to the
western side as quickly as I could,
and then I just kept driving.”

Friends had offered her haven in
the western city of Lviv, near the
border with Poland, but for
Laskarzhevska, that still wasn’t safe
enough. She kept going for 36
hours without sleep, and spent six
hours in a very long line at the Slo-
vakian border. Once she was across,
she could breathe again.

As she tells it, Laskarzhevska was
born in the Soviet Union, but has
lived almost all her life in Ukraine.
Her nation regained its independ-
ence when she was only three, and
maybe it’s no coincidence that she
began to sing about the same time.
Her mother is a nurse, her father a
factory worker, but they nurtured
their daughter’s love of music. She
attended a special school for the arts
in Kyiv, and continued her studies
at college and university. When the
Russians invaded, she was singing

with a long-established operetta the-
atre company in Kyiv, as well as
conducting and singing with the
choir in one of the city’s many
churches. But as much as she
thrived in that world, she knew it
was precarious.

“From the day he took power in
Russia, Putin wanted to take back
Ukraine. His operations in Crimea,
and in the east of Ukraine, were just
the start. We knew that. So I made
my plans, to take my children away

until it was safe to go home. ey’re
young, they miss their friends, but I
think they understand why we had
to go.”
In Slovakia, Laskarzhevska waited.

For a while, her parents joined her,
but when the Russians retreated
from the outskirts of Kyiv, they
went back home. Time passed. e
war dragged on. Finally,
Laskarzhevska decided to join the
thousands of Ukrainians coming to
Canada.

Over the last few years, she had
become part of a business sending
Maine Coon kittens and other ani-
mals to homes in this country and
around the world, and one of her
clients, after they became close, pro-
posed that Laskarzhevska and her
children try life here. He too was
Ukrainian, though he had been in
Canada almost 30 years. She applied
for a visa, and early in June of last
year, she and her children made the
long journey here, to his home not
far from Uxbridge. As she puts it, he
has become a strong shoulder for
her and the kids in a very tough
time.

e visa allows her to work here,
but so far, she’s only taken brief odd
jobs in home or child care, focussing
on helping her children adjust to a
whole new world. She’s made some
contacts in Toronto’s Ukrainian
community, and when she saw the
audition notice for “Rent” on social
media, she leapt eagerly at the

chance to perform again, only a
short drive from her new home.
“I am very grateful for the support

in Canada,” she says. “Not only for
the official support to help us fight
the war, but the welcome they have
shown to me and all the others like
me. And it has been hard being so
much further away from home. It’s
a seven hour time difference. Some
days I wake up and there’s a message
from my mother - ‘Everything’s
fine!’ - and I know there’s been
bombing or something terrible.”
When the war ends, Laskarzhevska

will have a difficult decision to
make. Her car awaits in Slovakia.
After she drives it home, will she re-
build her own life in Kyiv, and join
in the long hard struggle to rebuild
her nation?

“After 30 years, Ukraine was just
beginning to stand on its own legs
again. And now we have to start all
over.”

Or, will she give the car to her fa-
ther (his was taken by men with
guns early in the war), say a more
lingering goodbye to her friends and
family in Ukraine, and come back
to marriage and a new life in
Canada?

Big questions, for which the an-
swers will have to wait until the fog
clears across the ocean. For now, it
is enough to know that her children
are safe, and that she has the chance
to lift her voice in song.
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3 Brock Street West

GLOOMY WEATHER GOT YOU DOWN? 
CHEER UP WITH A DELICIOUS BOWL OF OUR CHILI!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

It is with deepest sorrow that we announce the sudden passing 
of Curtis Andrews, 36, at his home in Peterborough on 
December 27, 2022. 
 
Left heartbroken are mom Debbie Andrews (Lockie), step-dad 
Pete Dunford, sister Carly Annable (Sean), and nephews Blake 
and Hunter. 
 
Curtis endured many hardships in his life but he always fought 
through them with a positive attitude. 
 
Curtis will be sadly missed by all his 
family and friends. 
 
Online condolences may be left at 
www.CommunityAlternative.ca.

ANDREWS, Curtis Ronald 
March 11, 1986 - December 27, 2022

For complete 
season and player 

information 
go to  

uxbridgebruins.pjhlon.hockeytech.com

Friday, January 20, 7:45 p.m. 
against Port Perry at the Uxbridge Arena 

 
Saturday, January 21, 7:25 p.m. 

against North Kawartha at the North 
Kawartha Community Centre 

 
Tuesday, January 24, 7:25 p.m. 
against Lakefield at the Lakefield Smith 

Community Centre

Ukrainian refugee finds solace in Uxbridge stage’s spotlights

Ukrainian refugee Antonina
Laskarzhevska in costume for an operetta
in Kyiv, Ukraine.               Submitted photo
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SERVICES
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville.
Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for
details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience!  
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable
Service with Quality Results”. HAPPY
NEW YEAR! Contact Noah 647-523-6730
or email lawnslide@gmail.com Follow on
instagram Lawn_slide_services Serving
Uxbridge and surrounding areas.   1/26
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge  
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY. Booking
now for inside work. Kitchen, bath,
basements, electrical, plumbing, drywall,
painting. Also - waterproofing, seamless
eavestrough, post re-builders, mold,
stonework, roofing, demolition, brick

gates, ceramics, marbles. Licensed. 52
years experience. Senior discount. Please
call 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell).  1/26

WANTED
DOMESTIC HELP AVAILABLE: Uxbridge
Ukrainian Refugee in need of "keeping
busy" work. Currently living with
Uxbridge host. Mature, smart, quiet,
knowledgeable Ukrainian woman can do
domestic work in your home (i.e.
cleaning, help for moving, home
organizing, teaching Ukrainian language,
cooking Ukrainian meals). Currently she
does not speak English BUT she is
motivated, learning through Rosetta
Stone and uses a translator app.
Professional experience back home is
being a teacher & speech therapist. Does
not drive. Jobs need to be walkable, close
to downtown Uxbridge. Text or call 647-
223-9675

FOR RENT
FURNISHED BEDROOM FOR MATURE
MALE in quiet home. Includes meals and
laundry. Must be drug-free. $850 per

month plus $500 security deposit. Must
show proof of employment. 905-852-
5403.
ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENT in quiet
seniors' building. Great location in
Uxbridge. Apartment has a balcony and
is newly renovated. Smoke-free and dog-
free. $1,540 per month. Call
905-862-2164.

EVENTS
SOUP ALERT: Thurs., Jan. 26. Goodwood
United Church soup luncheon, 11 a.m. -
1 p.m. Cost $8. Lunches will continue on
the last Thursday of the month until June. 
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION is holding in-person
meetings at 10 a.m. every other Sunday.
Whether experienced or new to
meditation, all are welcome. Location is:
2 Campbell Dr., Ste. 201.  Email Gail:
ghorner550@gmail.com
UXBRIDGE SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB
CATERED LUNCHES HAVE RESUMED
every 3rd Tuesday at noon.  Tickets are
$15 for members and available at the
centre in the Gathering  Room Mondays
11:30 to 1:30 and Wednesdays 10:30 to
12:30.  Tickets not sold at the door.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit
card. Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“God has given us new
birth...into an inheritance
that can never perish, spoil
or fade.”        1 Peter 1:3-4

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

416-526-3469

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Call Gillanders today 
to consign your 

quality items to an 
upcoming sale or to 

discuss an auction of 
your own!

DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 
647.220.6093 

darrylnobleelectrician@live.com
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BUILDING LOT FOR SALE 
Ready to build lot! Drilled well and driveway in 

place. Situated only 1/2 km from Sturgeon 
Lake! Offered for sale at $345,000.

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor® 

MultipleListings.ca 
Cell 416-556-0238

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor® 

JudyEsmunde.ca 
Cell 416-677-8709

Marie Persaud 
Realtor® 

MariePersaud.ca 
Cell 416-970-8979

3+2 beds, 4 baths, 2-car attached 
garage, finished basement,  
2,285 sq.ft. + 1,210 sq.ft.

I HAVE A CLIENT LOOKING FOR  
A  HOME IN UXBRIDGE 

Minimum 3 bdrms, 2.5 baths, large kitchen with 
breakfast area, fenced yard and garage.

WANTE
D

FO
R 

SALE

90 VICTORIA CORNERS ROAD, 
SCUGOG $725,000 

1+2 bdrm, 2 bath home on close to 1 acre with 
a brightly lit finished basement.

Alyssa Persaud 
Realtor® 

AlyssaPersaud.ca 
Cell 647-232-8979

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 

905-852-4338 
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

Gwen Layton  
Realtor® 

GwenLayton.ca 
Cell 647-991-3276

NEW YEAR, NEW POSSIBILITIES 
Curious about the market stats in 

your neighbourhood? Thinking about selling 
your home in the future? Feel free to call me 

anytime for a warm response!

Chris Larmer  
Realtor® 

Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 416-500-6377

NEW YEAR, NEW MARKET 
Selling a home is complicated, especially now 
in a changing market. Call us and we will sit 

down together and review your home's value as 
well as our marketing plan. 

Shane Coxworth  
Realtor® 

Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 905-903-7965

488 HUNTER ST. W., PETERBOROUGH 
2.5 storey, 4 bedroom, 7 bathroom estate home 

in the old west end. Updated kitchen and 
bathrooms. Landscaped yard with pool. 

Detached garage with carport. $2,195,000. 
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